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To  His  Excellency 

PHILIP, 
Earl  of  Chesterfield, 

Lord  Lieutenant  General,  and 

General  Governor  of  1R  E  LAND. 

IGH  Stations  furnifh  great  Op-< 
portunities  of  doing  Good, 
where  there  is  a  Head  to  difcern,  and  a 
Heart  to  apply.  Your  Excellency  is 
eminent  for  both.  Since  your  Arrival 
in  this  Kingdom,  you  have  acquired  a 
thorough  Knowledge  of  its  Interefts, 
which  you  apply  to  the  Service  of  his 
Majefty,  and  the  Public ;  in  fuch  a  Man- 
ner, that  your  Adminiftration  will  be 
always  remembered  with  Gratitude  and 
Honour.  Your  Management,  fo  gene- 
rous of  your  own,  and  fo  frugal  of  the 
public  Treafure,  joined  with  a  Conduct 

fo 
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fo  open  and  fincere,  without  the  leaft 
Tincture  or  Sufpicion  of  private  Views, 
leave  us  at  a  Lofs  to  determine,  which 
to  admire  moft,  the  true  Policy,  or  the 
Probity  of  our  Governor.    s 

That  benevolent  and  difinterefted 
Spirit,  which  diftinguiflies  your  Cha- 
racter, hath  emboldened  me  to  Addrefs 
this  fmall  Treatife  to  your  Excellency ; 
which,  as  it  is  calculated  to  promote 
the  public  Good,  coincides  fo  far  with 
your  own  Views,  as  to  feem  entitled  to 
fome  Share  of  your  Prote&ion  and  Pa- 
tronage. 

/  am, 

With  the  greatefi  Refpe£l, 
Tour  Excellency  $  mojl  Obedient) 
and  mojl  humble  Servant ', 

Thomas  Prior. 
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AVING  publifhed  in  the  Dublin 
Journal  of  the  third  of  July,  iJ44i 
Remarks  on  an  Advertifement,  and  up- 
on certain  Affidavits  mentioned  therein,  concerning 
the  Effects  of  Tar- Water  in  Stephens's  Hofpital* 
and  having  promifed  to  communicate  to  the  Public, 
an  Account  of  feveral  Perfbns,  who  have  been  en- 
tirely cured,  or  greatly  relieved  by  the  Ufe  of  Tar- 
water  only,  together  with  their  Names,  Places  of 
Abode,  and  Nature  of  their  Ailments ;  I  now  ad- 
drefs  myfelf  to  the  Performance  of  my  Promife, 
which  hitherto  has  been  delayed  by  many  interven- 
ing Affairs,  and  by  the  Length  of  Time  that  was 
requifite  to  obtain  full  Information  in  a  Multitude 
of  Cafes  that  daily  occurred  ;  but  this  Delay  hath 
given  me  an  Opportunity  of  procuring  a  more  par- 
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ticular  and  exact  Account  of  the  Cafes  of  many  Pa- 
tients, and  theProgrefs  of  their  Relief,  which  muft 
give  more  Satisfaction,  than  a  fhort  imperfect  De- 
tail of  the  Effects  of  Tar-water  on  the  firft  Tryals, 
could  poffibly  afford.  And  finding  that  new  Try- 
als and  Difcoveries  were  made  of  the  Virtues  of  Tar- 
water  in  many  different  Diftempers*  and  that  fome 
Patients,  who  drank  it  for  one  Ailment  only,  yet 
found  furprizing  and  unexpected  Relief  in  other  Ail- 
ments they  laboured  under  ;  1  thought  it  proper  to 
wait  for  the  full  Effect  of  thofe  Tryals,  and  to  find 
out  if  others  in  the  like  Cafes  had  not  alfo  received 
the  fame  Benefit  •,  which  would  be  a  farther  Con- 
firmation of  the  Efficacy  of  Tar- water  in  fuch  Dif- 
tempers. 

2.  Many  on  the  general  Invitation,  given  in  the 
Journal  above-mentioned,  feveral  others  on  particu- 
lar Application,  very  freely  communicated  their  Ail- 
ments and  Reliefs  for  the  good  of  Mankind  ;  fome 
who  had  received  Benefit  by  Tar-water  on  the  firft 
drinking  of  it,  chofe  to  poftpone  fending  their  Ac- 
counts, till  they  had  received  the  full  Benefit  they 
expected  by  a  longer  Ufe  of  it.  Some,  efpecially 
of  the  Female  Sex,  communicated  their  Cafes  and 
and  the  Benefit  they  received,  yet  were  unwilling  to 
have  their  Names  mentioned  in  public.  Some 
Cafes  required  a  long  Ufe  of  Tar- water,  before  any 
Judgment  could  be  formed  of  the  Efficacy  of  it, 
and  before  a  Cure  could  be  effected.  It  was  alfo 
fuggefted  by  fome,  who  decryed  the  Ufe  of  Tar- 
water,  that  whatever  feeming  Benefit  fome  might 
have  received  on  their  firft  drinking  of  it,  yet  that 
towards  the  Fall  of  the  Leaf,  or  the  Winter  follow- 
ing, they  would  feel  fatal  Confequences  from  it,  in- 
finuating  at  the  fame  Time,  that  it  was  dangerous 
to  drink  it  in  the  Dog-days,  or  in  cold  Weather,  by 
which  Means  feveral  were  prevailed  upon  to  lay  a- 
fide  the  drinking  of  it  for  fome  Months  ;  but  find- 
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mg  no  fuch  Confequences,  they  have  fince  refume 
the  drinking  of  it  with  great  Advantage.  . 

3.  For  thefe  and  many  other  Reafons  the  Pub- 
lication of  the  Effects  of  Tar- water  has  been  fo  long 
deferred  •,  but  now  that  we  find  many  Thoufands 
have  drank  Tar- water,  and  great  Numbers  have  re- 
ceived Benefit  thereby ;    fince  Time,  Experience, 
and  many  Tryals  (the  fureft  Guides  in  Cafes  of  this 
Nature)  have  eftablifhed  the  Credit  and  Ufe  of  this 
Medicine,  it  would  be  a  Prejudice  to  the  Public, 
and  an  Injury  to  Mankind  to  defer  any  longer  the 
Publication  of  the  many  unexpected,  and  furprizing 
Cures  effected  by  Tar- water.    And  as  particular  In- 
ftances  and  Facts  within  the  Knowledge  and  Obfer- 
vation  of  every  one,    make   ftronger  Impreffions 
than  general  Affertions  and  Reafonings  can  do  •,  it  is 
with  great  Satisfaction  I  can  inform  the  Public,  that 
I  am  furnifhed  with  a  great  Number  of  authentic 
Accounts  of  the  Effects  of  Tar- water  (more  perhaps 
than  ever  happened  in  the  Cafe  of  any  other  Medi- 
cine in  fo  fhort  a  Time)  and  that  chiefly  from  the 
Patients  themfelves,  moft  of  them  Men  of  Charac- 
ter and  Integrity,  who,  befides  the  Pleafure  of  re- 
counting the  Benefits  they  received,  had  no  other 
View  in  communicating  their  Cafes,  but  to  promote 
the  Good  of  others,  and  particularly  of  thofe,  who 
might  have  the  Misfortune  of  labouring  under  the 
fame  Diforders. 

4.  Having  no  other  View  in  publifhing  this  Nar- 
rative, but  to  promote  the  fame  good  Intentions,  I 
can  allure  the  Public,  that  I  have  with  the  greateft 
Candour  and  Impartiality  laid  before  them  the  Facts 
and  Cafes  as  they  were  communicated  to  me ;  for 
which  Purpofe  I  beg  Leave  to  publiih  the  Letters 
of  particular  Gentlemen,  who  have  been  fo  good  as 
to  give  a  Detail  of  their  own  Diforders,  or  of  rhofe 
of  their  Neighbours  and  Acquaintance,  and  of  the 
Benefit  they  received  ;  the  Originals  of  which  may 
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be  viewed  in  my  Hands,  and  I  hope  thofe  Gentle* 
men  will  excufe  the  Liberty  I  have  taken  in  publifh- 
ing  their  Letters,  which,  as  they  were  defigned  for 
the  good  of  Mankind,  fo  I  do  not  in  the  leaft  doubt, 
but  that  they  were  communicated  with  the  fame 
beneficent  Intentions  ;  and  as  they  come  from  Gen- 
tlemen of  Character  and  Worth,  they  will  not  fail 
to  be  much  regarded,  make  the  following  Narrative 
more  authentick,  and  be  the  Means  of  promoting 
the  Good  of  Thoufands. 

5.  From  fome,  I  had  the  Accounts  of  their  Cafes 
from  their  own  Mouths ;  and  any  one,  who  will 
give  himfelf  the  Trouble  of  enquiring,  may  be  fa- 
tisfied  of  the  Truth  thereof  from  the  Perfons  them- 
felves,  whofe  Names  are  herein  mentioned.  Some 
Gentlemen  in  the  Country  hearing  of  the  Succefs  of 
Tar-water  among  their  Neighbours,  made  a  ftrict 
Enquiry,  and  were  pleafed  to  fend  me  Accounts  of 
feveral  relieved  thereby.  I  have  alfo  taken  Notice 
of  the  Cafes  of  feveral  Perfons,  without  mentioning 
their  Names,  in  Compliance  with  their  Defires  not 
to  have  their  Names  publilhed  ;  but  if  any  mould 
be  defirous  to  know  who  the  Perfons  are,  whofe 
Names  are  omitted,  I  lhall  be  ready,  for  their  pri- 
vate Satisfaction,  to  let  them  know  fo  much. 

6.  At  firft  many  Cafes  occurred  of  Perfons,  trou- 
bled with  Colds,  Coughs,  Difficulty  of  Breathing, 
want  of  Reft  and  Appetite,  which  were  foon  re- 
moved by  the  Ufe  of  Tar-water ;  but  as  it  may  be 
thought,  that  thefe  Ailments  might  be  removed  by 
Exercife,  Air,  proper  Dyet,  or  other  Medicines, 
without  being  beholden  to  Tar- water,  I  have  omit- 
ted moft  of  thofe  Cafes,  though  the  Quicknefs  and 
Eafe  with  which  they  were  relieved,  and  the  Num- 
ber of  the  Cures  muft  greatly  recommend  the  Ufe 
of  this  Medicine.  Thofe  Cafes  were  thought  too 
flight  to  lay  any  Strefs  upon.  But  the  Inftances 
produced  in  this  Narrative,  are  for  the  moft  Part 
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Cafes  of  the  moft  grievous  and  dangerous  Diftem- 
pers,  Acute  and  Chronical ;  fuch  as  the  Gout, 
King's-evil,  inveterate  Scurvies,  and  Ulcers,  con- 
firmed Afthmas  and  Coughs,  Fevers,  Pleurifies, 
Rheumatifms,  and  Colics,  &c.  which  rarely  give 
way  to  any  Medicines ;  thofe  in  common  Ufe  hav- 
ing generally  failed  in  the  Inftances  herein  men- 
tioned •,  but  they  all  in'  a  great  Meafure  yielded  to 
the  Power  and  Efficacy  of  Tar- water,  as  will  appear 
by  the  fubfequent  Narrative. 

7.  But  in  order  to  lay  the  Whole  in  a  fair  Light 
before  the  Reader,  I  mail  beg  leave,  by  way  of 
Introduction,  to  republifh  the  Affidavit  and  my 
Remarks  thereon,  which  gave  the  firft  Occafion 
of  writing  on  this  Subject,  together  with  fome  Ob- 
fervations  publifhed  in  England,  relating  to  that 
Affidavit,  and  mall  then  proceed  to  give  an  ample 
Account  of  the  Effects  of  Tar-water,  according  to 
Promife. 

8.  The  faid  Remarks  were  as  follow  : 
Remarks  on  a  late  Advertifement,   and  upon  cer- 
tain  Affidavits  mentioned   therein,     concerning 
the  Effects  of  Tar- water  in  Stephens's  Hofpital. 

9.  The  Advertifement  was  publifhed  in  the  Dub- 
lin Journal  of  the  fecond  of  June,  1744,  in  the 
following  Words,  viz.  "  We  are  very  well  inform'd 
that  many  voluntary  Affidavits  have  been  made  be- 
fore Alderman  Walker,  of  the  unfuccefsful  Ufe 
of  Tar- water  in  Dr.  Stephens's  Hofpital,  by  Num- 
bers of  Patients  in  that  Houfe,  fetting  forth,  that,  af- 
ter a  long  Series  of  ufing  Tar-water  in  the  mofl 
ftrict  and  regular  Manner,  none  found  themfelves 
in  any  wife  better,  but  many  of  them  much  worfe ; 
and  that  thefe  Affidavits  are  in  the  Hand  of  the 
Vifitors  of  the  Hofpital,  and  may  at  any  Time  be> 
viewed  by  the  Curious  in  this  Matter." 

10.  Being  furprized  to  hear  that  in  Stephens's 
Hofpital  alone,    none  found  themfelves  any  way 
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better,  and  many  of  them  worfe,  by  the  Ufe  of 
Tar-water,  when,  at  the  fame  Time,  great  Num- 
bers both  in  Town  and  Country  had  received  great 
Benefit  thereby  ;  and  being  fully  perfuaded,  by  the 
furprizing  Benefits,  which  many  of  my  Acquain- 
tance have  received,  and  daily  do  receive  by  Tar-wa- 
ter, that  it  is  a  ufeful  and  moft  fafe  Medicine  •,  my 
regard  to  Truth  and  the  Good  of  Mankind  in- 
duced me  to  make  an  Enquiry  into  the  Contents  of 
thofe  Affidavits,  on  which  fo  much  Strefs  had  been 
laid  in  the  Advertifement. 

1 1.  I  accordingly  addreffed  myfelf  to  the  vifiting 
Phyfician  of  the  Hofpital,  who  fhewed  me  the 
original  Affidavits,  and  gave  me  leave  to  take  Copies 
of  them,  and  at  the  fame  time  declared,  that  the 
faid  Advertifement  was  publifhed  without  his 
Knowledge. 

12.  That  the  Public  may  be  better  able  to  judge 
of  the  Force  of  thofe  Affidavits,  and  the  Truth  of 
the  Advertifement,  I  fhall  here  publifh  one  of  them, 
which  may  ferve  for  the  reft,  all  of  them  being 
written  in  the  fame  Form  and  Words,  except  an  Ad- 
dition, to  three  of  them,  which  I  fhall  alfo  take  no- 
tice of.  The  Affidavit  I  fhall  mention,  is  in  the  fol- 
lowing Words ; 

County  of  the"?     Syhejier  Dowdal,  one of the  Patients 

City  of  Dublin.  J  in  Stephens's  Hofpital,  came  this  Day 
before  me,  and  made  Oath,  that  he 
conftantly  drank  the  Tar- water  by  the 
Directions  of  Dr.  Lehunte,  for  about 
nine  Weeks,  and  depofed  that  he  hath 
not  found  any  Benefit  thereby. 

Sworn  before  me  the  His 

25th  of  May,  1744.     SylODowdal 
William  Walker.       Mark. 

13.  The 
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13.  The  Doctor  informed  me,  that  faid  Dozvdal 
had  an  Impofthume  in  his  Stomach,  and  mentioned 
the  Difeafes  which  the  others  laboured  under, 
and  faid  the  Patients  began  to  drink  the  Water 
on  the  26th  of  March,  and  that  fome,  who 
were  ordered  to  drink  the  Water,  negle&ed  i'o 
to  do. 

14.  There  were  but  fix  Affidavits  in  all,  the 
Depositions  of  the  remaining  Five,  which  were 
taken  at  the  fame  Time  are  to  the  following  Pur- 

Pofe- 

15>  "  James  Martin  in  a  high  Degree  of  Leproiy 

fwears  he  drank  Tar-water  near  fix  Weeks  without 

any  Benefit. 

16.  "  Bartholomew  Hughs,  in  an  A fth  ma  and  Con- 
fumption  of  the  Lungs,  drank  Tar-water  kven 
Weeks  without  any  Benefit,  as  to  his  Shortnefs  of 
Breath,  which  was  his  principal  Diforder. 

ly.  "  Mary  Malone,  for  the  Itch  drank  the  Tar- 
water  live  Weeks  without  any  Benefit  ;but  being  put 
into  another  Courfe  for  three  Weeks,  finds  herfelf 
much  better. 

18.  **  Patrick  SbagbnuJJy  for  an  inveterate  Itch, 
drank  Tar-water  fix  Weeks,  found  no  Benefit,  but 
found  himfelf  much  worfe  •,  but  being  put  into  ano- 
ther Courfe  finds  himfelf  much  better. 

19.  "Ma. in  the  foul  Diieafe,  drank  Tar- 
water  fix  Weeks,  without  any  Benefit,  but  found 
herfelf  much  worfe  j  but  being  put  into  another 
Courfe,  finds  herfelf  much  better/' 

20.  This  is  the  Subftance  of  the  Affidavits, 
whereof  four  v/ere  made  by  Perfons  that  could  not 
write  their  Names. 

2 1.  When  Tar- Water  firft  began  to  obtain  fome 
Vogue,  it  was  expected,  that  the  learned  would 
have  left  it  to  its  own  Fate,  as  was  done  in  the  Cafe 
of  Quick- Silver,  and  PTard's  Pill ;  and  indeed  one 
would  have  thought,    that  an  Oppofition  to  a  Me- 
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dicine  of  this  Nature,  mutt  have  been  either  need- 
lefs  or  criminal :  if  the  Medicine  be  bad,  it  will  die 
away  of  itfelf ;  if  good,  it  is  plainly  unwarrantable 
to  oppofe  it.  How  far  this  Oppofition,  coming 
from  a  Quarter,  that  may  poffibly  be  fufpected  of 
having  fome  Intereft  in  the  Matter,  can  be  recon- 
ciled with  the  Rules  of  Prudence,  is  fubmitted  to 
the  publick  Confideration  :  The  Doctor  who  is 
known  to  be  a  Man  of  Worth  and  Skill  in  his  Pro- 
feffion,  acted  very  properly,  and  with  good  Intention 
in  prefcribing  this  Water,  to  be  taken  even  in  the 
worft  Cafes  in  the  Hofpital ;  and  I  hear  he  has  pre- 
ferred it  to  others  out  of  the  Hofpital  with  Succefs  ; 
but  the  Ufe  that  others  have  made  of  what  he  had 
done,  without  his  Knowledge,  gives  room  for  making 
the  following  Remarks. 

22.  It  is  faid  in  the  Advertifement,  that  many 
voluntary  Affidavits  have  been  made  by  Numbers  of 
Patients  in  the  Hofpital,  fetting  forth,  that  "  after  a 
"  long  Series  of  ufing  Tar- water,  in  the  mod  ftric"l 
6<  and  regular  Manner,  none  found  themfelves  in  any 
"  wife  better,  but  many  of  them  much  worfe"  j  now 
upon  comparing  the  Advertifement  with  the  Affida- 
vits, we  can  find  no  Words  in  the  latter  to  fupport 
thofe  AfTertions  ;  not  a  Word  of  a  long  Series,  or  the 
moji  firicl  and  regular  Manner,  or  that  none  received 
Benefit ;  and  it  was  impoffible  that  any  one  Patient 
could  fafely  fwear,  that  none  in  the  Houfe  received 
the  leafl  Benefit,  whatever  he  might  have  faid  of 
his  own  Cafe :  And  by  the  Words  mentioned  in  the 
Advertifement  that  many  voluntary  Affidavits  have 
been  made  by  Numbers  of  Patients  in  that  Houfe, 
one  might  have  expected  to  have  met  with  a  nu- 
merous Train  of  fuch  Affidavits ;  but  behold  they 
are  dwindled  to  fix  only,  by  which  it  appears  that 
the  Advertifement  doth  no  way  tally  with  the  Affi- 
davits, nor  can  be  fupported  or  warranted  by  them. 
Six  of  the  molt  defpe rate  Cafes  in  the  whole  Hofpital, 

were 
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were  culled  out  for  the  Affidavits,  and  thefe  made 
the  only  Tells  of  the  Virtues  of  Tar-water,  upon  fo 
ihorta  Trial  as  five  or  fix  Weeks  •,  altho'  the  Diflem- 
pers  were  inveterate,  and  chronical,  and  plainly  re- 
quired a  Length  of  Time,  to  effect  a  Cure.  Did  ever 
any  prudent  Man  try  the  Force  of  a  Medicine  at 
firft,  in  defperate  Cafes  only  ?  What  Medicine  in  the 
World  could  (land,,  if  a  few  Inflances  of  its  unfuc- 
cefsfulnefs  were  fufficient  to  deflroy  its  Credit  ?  or 
what  would  become  of  the  Practice,  or  Credit  of 
Phyficians,  if  Inflances  of  their  failing  to  cure,  by 
the  Medicines  they  prefcribe,  mould  be  urged  againft 
their  Medicines  or  Practice  ?  were  not  feveral  of  the 
faid  Patients  in  the  Hofpital  without  Relief  many 
Months  before  they  drank  Tar-water  ? 

23.  It  does  not  appear  by  the  Affidavits,  that 
Juftice  was  done  to  Tar- water  in  Quantity,  in  Time, 
in  accompanying  it  with  any  outward  Wafh  of  Tar- 
water,  as  was  proper  in  the  Cafe  of  outward  Sores, 
or  in  acknowledging  that  it  concurred  in  the  Cure 
of  the  Itch  ;  in  which  laft  Cafe  Tar-water,  by 
driving  the  Venom  from  the  Blood  to  the  Surface, 
will  increafe  the  Sores  for  a  Time,  and  make  igno- 
rant Patients  think  themfelves  worfe.  And  probably 
this  very  Thing  facilitated  and  proved  the  main  Part 
of  the  Cure ;  for  as  foon  as  they  were  anointed  with 
Brimflone,  they  found  themfelves  better ;  and  it  is 
not  probable  they  would  have  been  kept  in  the 
Hofpital,  fo  long  before  they  drank  Tar-water,  if  a 
bare  outward  anointing,  could  have  cured  them.  The 
Conduct  of  the  Advertifers  doth  not  appear  to  be 
very  fair  j  in  order  to  difcourage  the  Ufe  of  Tar- 
water,  they  fay  that  none  of  the  Patients  in  the  Hof- 
pital received  any  benefit  by  Tar- water,  though  they 
produce  Affidavits  of  but  fix  of  them,  and  thofe  in 
defperate  Cafes ;  but  they  take  not  the  leaft  Notice 
at  the  fame  Time  of  any  Perfons,  who  received  any 
benefit  by  it :  In  this  Point  they  are  intirely  filent ; 

I  ap- 
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I  appeal  to  the  Publick  if  this  be  fair  and  equal 
Dealing,  but  we  mall  take  Care  to  fupply  that  De- 
fect :  They  themfelves  know,  and  the  whole  City 
can  teftify,  the  many  Inttances  of  Perfons  of  all 
Ranks,  who  have  received  the  greateft  Benefit  by 
Tar-water,  and  this  in  a  great  Variety  of  Cafes. 

24.  In  Proof  whereof,  for  the  Good  of  Mankind, 
and  for  the  fake  of  Truth,  we  fhall  pubhfh.  a  Lift 
of  thofe  within  our  Knowledge,  who  have  been  either 
intirely  cured,  or  greatly  relieved  by  the  Ufe  of  Tar- 
water  alone,  with  the  Places  of  their  Abode,  and  in 
what  Ailments  they  received  benefit ;  that  every 
other  Perfon  who  may  have  the  fame  Sort  of  Ail- 
ment, may  know  what  Perfons  to  apply  to,  and  be 
informed  of  the  Particulars  of  their  Cure,  and  there- 
by may  have  an  Opportunity  of  obtaining  the  like 
Relief  themfelves ;  and  in  order  to  make  the  Lift  as 
complete  as  poffible,  it  is  earneftly  defired,  that  they 
who  have  received  benefit  by  Tar- water,  would  be 
fo  good,  and  humane,  as  to  fend  their  Names  and 
Places  of  Abode,  to  Thomas  Prior,  Efq^  at  his 
Houfe  in  Bolton-Street ;  and  at  the  fame  Time  it  is 
alfo  defired,  that  they  who  have  received  any  harm 
by  Tar- water  ( if  any  fuch  there  be  )  would  be  fo 
good  to  fend  their  Names,  and  Places  of  Abode  in 
like  manner  •,  and  we  have  the  greateft  Hopes  of  be- 
ing gratified  in  this  Particular,  as  we  have  no  other 
View  or  Intention  in  this  Affair,  but  on  the  one 
Hand  to  do  all  the  Good  in  our  Power,  and  on  the 
Other,  to  guard  againft  all  the  Evils  that  may  pof- 
fibly  happen,  and  fo  do  equal  Juftice  to  the  Publick. 

25.  By  what  we  have  already  experienced,  and 
daily  do  experience  of  the  good  Effects  of  Tar- water, 
we  have  great  Reafon  to  be  perfuaded,  and  greater 
ftill  to  rejoice,  that  the  World  is  bleft  with  a  Me- 
dicine, fo  efficacious  as  feldom  to  fail  of  Succefs,  fo 
general  as  to  relieve  in  moft  difeafes,  fo  fafe  as  never 
to  be  attended  with  danger,  and  yet  fo  cheap,  as  to 
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be  in  the  Power  of  the  pooreft  Perfon  to  purchafe, 
and  we  hope  in  God,  that  every  Day's  Experience 
will  more,  and  more,  confirm  us  in  this  Perfuafion. 

26.  The  aforefaid  Advertifement  from  Stephens** 
Hofpital,  being  publifhed  in  the  Englijh  News-paper, 
moved  a  Gentleman  in  the  North  of  England  to  fend 
a  Letter  to  the  Publifhers  of  the  Newcaftle  Journal, 
which  they  printed,  in  their  Journal  with  a  Preface, 
and  was  after  re-printed  in  the  Dublin  Journal  on  the 
2 1  ft  of  Auguft,  in  the  Words  following. 
27.  "  There  appears  fo  benevolent  a  Defign  in  the 
following  Letter,  that  mould  we  delay  the  Pub- 
lication of  it,  we  might  be  accufed,   not  only  of 
Ingratitude  to  the  ingenious  Author,  but  of  In- 
juftice  to  the  Public. 

To  the  Publilhers  of  the  Newcaftle  Journal. 

Gentlemen, 

28.  I  was  moved  with  no  little  Indignation  and 
Concern,  at  reading  a  fly  inveterate  Paragraph  againft 
Tar- water,  in  a  late  Newcaftle  Courant,  publifhed,  it 
feems,  originally  for  an  Article  of  News  in  the  Pa- 
pers of  Dublin  :  But  what  Quarter  it  mould  come 
from  there,  together  with  the  Purpofes  intended  it 
fhould  anfwer,  are  plain  enough  to  be  guefled  at : 
To  obviate,  therefore,  as  much  as  in  me  lies,  the  ill 
Effects  of  fo  malevolent  a  Defign,  I  think  myfelf 
indifpenfably  obliged,  as  well  by  the  Ties  of  Juftice 
and  Gratitude,  to  the  excellent  Writer  upon  the  ex- 
tenfive  Virtues  of  Tar- water,  and  Difcoverer  of  its 
powerful  Effects,  as  by  thofe  of  Charity  and  Bene- 
volence to  my  Fellow-creatures  and  Sufferers,  to 
make  known  to  the  Public,  through  the  Means  of 
your  Paper,  the  ineftimable  Benefits  that  have  ac- 
crued to  me  and  mine  from  the  Ufe  of  it. 

29.  I  had  long  laboured  under  thefe  following 
complicated  Diftempers,  viz,  Palfy,  Cholic,  Rheu- 
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matifm,  Gravel  and  Piles  ;  in  all  which  Cafes  I 
found  furprifing  Relief  from  Tar- water,  and  that  in 
considerably  lefs  Time  than  a  Month  from  begin- 
ning to  drink  it.  And  it  has  worked  ftill  greater  Ef- 
fects upon  my  Wife,  who  was  infefted  to  the  high- 
efc  Degree,  with  that  Englijh  Plague,  the  Scurvy, 
together  with  a  large  Train  of  Difcrders,  naturally 
incident  to  fuch  a  Height  of  it;  from  which,  by 
the  fame  Means,  and  in  the  fame  Compafs  of  Time, 
Ihe  is  recovered  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  amazes  all  who 
were  acquainted  with  her  Condition ;  and  that  for 
the  Time  it  has  been  effe&ed  in,  both  Ihe  and  my- 
felf  are  reftored  to  health,  in  a  Degree  infinitely  be- 
yond our  moft  fanguine  Expectations ;  the  Truth 
whereof  I  am  ready  to  atteft  to  any  one  who  mail 
require  it  of  me ;  moreover,  I  have  been  a  Witnefs 
of  its  extraordinary  falutary  Effects  in  fome  of  my 
Acquaintance,  to  a  Degree  little  fhort  of  our  own  : 
So  happy  an  Experience,  therefore,  both  in  myfelf 
and  others  of  its  wonderful  Operation  and  Force, 
leaves  me  not  the  Jeaft  room  to  doubt  that  Tar- 
water  is  the  moft  fovereign,  and  extenfive  Remedy, 
and  Cure  for  Difeafes  in  general ;  fafeit  to  be  taken 
as  well  as  the  eafieft  in  the  Operation,  that  ever  was 
found  out  in  the  whole  Materia  Medica ;  and  as 
fuch,  may  be  recommended  to  the  World,  not- 
withstanding the  linifter  Paragraph  above  mention- 
e'd.  And,  if  it  is  not  an  Abfurdity  to  fuppofe  fuch 
a  Thing  in  Nature  as  a  Panacea,  nothing  furely, 
ever  bid  fo  fair  as  this  for  that  Character  before.  In 
my  thus  praifing  Tar-water,  I  think  I  cannot  be 
fufpected  of  being  actuated  by  any  other  Intereft 
than  the  general  Welfare  and  Happinefs  of  the  hu- 
man Species,  willing  them  to  fhare  and  enjoy  the 
precious  Effects  of  it  equally  with  myfelf.  I  pur- 
pofely  forbore,  Gentlemen,  troubling  you  with  this 
fooner,  becaufe  I  would  htft  be  well  warranted  in 
my  own  Mind  for  whatever  I  had  to  fay  upon  the 
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Subjeft,  that  I  might  not,  in  the  leaft  invade  the 
bounds  of  Truth,  which  in  all  Cafes,  and  efpecially 
in  fo  delicate  an  Affair  as  this,  every  one  ought  to  be 
very  cautions  of. 

30.  I  fhall  conclude  with  the  good  Bifhop's  own 
Words,  (felected  from  his  admirable  Treatife  of 
Siris,  for  the  generous  difinterefted  Prefent  thereof, 
together,  with  the  invaluable  Services  likely  to  refuk 
therefrom,  the  World  will  for  ever  remain  the 
Debtor)  viz.  "  Men  may  cenfure  and  object  as  they 
"  pleafe,  but  I  appeal  to  Time  and  Experiment. 
"  Effects  mifimputed,  Cafes  wrong  told,  Circum- 
"  fiances  overlooked,  perhaps  too,  Prejudices  and 
<c  Partialities  againft  Truth,  may  for  a  Time  prevail 
"  and  keep  her  at  the  Bottom  of  her  Well :  From 
"  whence,  neverthelefs,  fhe  emergeth  fooner  or  la- 
<e  ter,  and  ftrikes  the  Eyes  of  all,  who  do  not  keep 
"  them  fhut."    I  am,  Gentlemen,  yours,  &c. 

N.  B.  If  the  Genuinefs  of  the  above  Letter  mould 
be  doubted,  or  any  one  defire  further  Information 
concerning  it,  the  Author,  who  lives  in  the  County 
of  Durham,  has  authorized  us  to  fatisfy  any  Per- 
fon,  upon  Application  to  the  Printer  of  this  Paper. 

31.  This  Inflance  fhews  that  many  different 
Ailments  in  the  fame  Perfon,  and  a  Complication 
of  Diftempers,  may  be  all  cured  at  the  fame  Time 
by  the  fame  Medicine. 

32.  V/illiam  Ward  of  Cocker -ton  near  Darlington 
in  the  County  of  Durham,  Efq;  having  feen  the 
aforefaid  Advertifement  and  Remarks  in  the  New- 
cajile  Journal,  was  pleafed  to  communicate  his  Cafe 
and  Relief  in  feveral  Letters,  according  to  the  Pro- 
grefs  of  his  Cure.  And  his  Cafe  being  very  fmgular 
and  worth  taking  Notice  of,  I  take  this  Opportunity 
of  pubiifhing  Extracts  of  hi*  Letters  in  his  own 
Words,  which  are  as  follow. 

From 
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From  his  Letter,  dated  June  8,  1 744. 

33.  "  I  began  to  drink  Tar- water  for  an  Afthma 
this  Day-fortnight,  and  take  it  Night  and  Morning 
a  Glafs,  whereof  three  make  a  Pint.  I  find  it  opens 
my  Body  gently,  about  two  Stools  a  Day  ;  but  I 
have  had  my  Fits,  as  often  and  violently  as  before. 
I  am  not  fo  weak  as  to  think  I  was  to  have  found  a 
perceptible  Benefit  in  fo  fhort  a  Space,  but  mall 
ft.il  1  continue  it ;  I  have  had  my  Afthma  upwards 
of  twelve  Years,  but  not  fo  violent,  as  at  prefent, 
and  for  feven  Years  Jaft ;  in  which  Time  I  have  not 
been  in  Bed,  or  at  moft  not  above  three  or  four 
Hours,  once  in  a  Year,  when  I  have  flattered  my- 
felf  with  being  tolerably  well ;  and  then  as  foon  as 
I  awaked,  I  found  by  the  Head  of  the  Bed,  I  was 
quite  loaden,  as  I  thought,  with  Phlegm,  though 
a  dry  Afthma  ;  fo  that  I  was  obliged  to  get  up 
and  have  Recourfe  to  a  Pipe  of  Tobacco,  which 
I  ufe  all  the  Time  I  am  ill,  for  I  have  no  Eafe 
when  I  do  not  fmoak.  I  am  fddom  without  a  fit 
above  three  or  four  Days,  and  continue  as  long 
in  it,  and  as  foon  as  Rain  comes  I  am  eafy  ;  I  have 
it  alfo  againft  the  leaft  Change  of  Weather. 

My  Father  has  it,  and  my  Grand- mother  died  of 
it ;  fb  that  I  have  lefs  Hopes  of  a  Cure  as  it  feems 
to  be  hereditary.  I  have  tryed  many  of  the  moft 
eminent  Phyficians  in  England^  but  never  found 
benefit.  I  have  had  IfTues  in  my  Shoulders,  and  at 
prefent  one  under  each  Breaft,  but  cannot  fay  I  reap 
any  Advantage.  The  Medicines  I  have  taken  are 
innumerable." 

From  his  Letter,  dated  July  27,  1744. 

34.  "  I  now  relate  to  you  the  Succefs  I  have  met 
with  from  the  Tar- water.  The  fir  ft  Month  I  took 
it,  my  Fits  were  as  violent  and  frequent  as  ufual. 
The  fecond  Month  I  had  not  one  Fit,  but  one 

Night 
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Night  which  was  Very  eafy  ;  and  I  believe  I  might 
have  continued  to  have  found  a  daily  Benefit,  if  I 
had  not  been  obliged  to  attend  at  the  Affizes  j 
where  I  have  received  a  mofl  violent  Cold,  which 
has  brought  on  both  my  Afthma  and  a  Cough.  So 
that  at  prefent  I  am  very  ill,  but  am  taking  all  the 
Care  I  can  now  to  recover  my  (df,  for  I  found 
fo  much  Pleafure  in  that  Month's  Eafe,  that  no 
Temptation  can  induce  me  to  fwerve  from  Rules. 
I  can't  fo  much  as  lye  back  in  an  eafy  Chair ;  for 
I  have  a  Table  fet  by  the  Side  of  my  Chair  with 
Pillows  on  it,  fo  I  lay  my  Arm  on  them,  and  my 
Head  on  my  Arm ;  and  if  I  am  very  ill,  can't  even 
reft  that  way ;  fo  that  no  Bed  can  be  contrived  for 
me  to  reft  on  yet  ;  and  though  I  fay  above,  that  I 
had  not  a  Fit  for  a  Month,  yet  if  I  lay  back  in 
my  Chair  then,  it  made  me  uneafy  in  two  Minutes  : 
I  drank  Tar- water  frequently  in  the  Day,  but  not  a 
Quarter  of  a  Pint  at  a  Time,  for  I  find  it  agrees  bet- 
ter with  my  Stomach,  than  drinking  a  larger  Quan- 
tity •,  and  in  the  Day,  1  may  take  fuch  a  Quantity 
five  or  fix  Times,  as  agrees  with  me.  I  muft  beg 
to  take  Notice  of  one  very  great  Effect  it  has  had 
on  me  (which  I  hope  is  a  good  Symptom.) 

35.  Before  I  drank  the  Tar-water,  my  Feet  were 
always  as  cold  as  Ice,  fo  that  I  had  not  the  leaft  Per- 
fpiration  in  them;  for  if  I  had  not  warned  them 
for  a  Year,  they  were  as  clean  and  dry  as  the  Back 
of  my  Hand  :  But  now,  in  the  laft  Month,  I  was 
fo  eafy,  I  found  my  Feet  fweat  very  copioufly,  and 
found  in  wearing  a  Pair  of  new  Stockings  only  a 
Week,  that  all  the  Soals  were  worn,  and  mouldered 
away  ;  and  what  was  left  was  very  red,  as  if  I  had 
burnt  them. 

36.  I  beg  Pardon  for  dwelling  fo  long  upon 
this  Particular,  as  it  was  fo  furprizing ;  and  my 
Apothecary  telling  me,  when  I  related  it  to  him, 
that  he  was  fure  I  fhould  be  cured  by  drinking  the 
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Tar- water,  as  it  had  this  Effect ;  for  it  was  what  he 
and  all  my  Phyficians  had  drove  at,  to  make  me 
have  a  Perfpiration  in  my  Feet,  which  was  never  in 
their  Power  to  get,  not  even  by  fitting  with  my 
Feet  in  warm  Water." 

Extract  from  his  Letter  of  September  18,  1744. 

2J.  "  As  to  my  prefent  State  of  Health,  I  have 
the  Pleafure  to  tell  you,  I  was  in  Bed  the  10th,  1  ith, 
12th,  and  15th  Inftant  at  Night;  I  went  to  Bed 
about  eight  a  Clock,  and  lay  until  feven  the  next 
Morning,  as  well  as  ever  I  was  in  my  Life ;  and 
found  when  I  awaked,  I  was  lying  on  my  Back ; 
and  am  quite  another  Man.1' 

Extract  from  his  Letter  of  January  16,  1 744. 

38.  "I  find  the  lean:  Cold  does  me  Harm,  and 
therefore  keep  clofe  to  my  Houfe,  which  is  no  in- 
conveniency  to  me,  fince  I  am  all  Air  and  Vivacity, 
which  before  was  a  meer  State  of  Hebetude.  I 
was  obliged  to  go  on  the  4th  of  November  lad  into 
Northumberland,  when  it  was  very  cold  with  Snow  ; 
and  as  the  Roads  would  not  admit  of  Wheels,  I 
was  compelled  to  go  on  Horfe-back ;  and  when  I 
had  rode  a  Mile  eafily  (for  it  is  only  fince  I  took  Tar- 
water  I  could  ride  above  a  Mile  on  Horfe-back) 
I  found  I  was  able  to  go  fafter,  and  put  on  fo  fail, 
that  I  obferved  by  my  Watch,  that  I  rode  at  the 
Rate  of  fix  Miles  an  Hour.  My  Journey  was  36 
Miles,  which  I  compleated  between  the  Hours  of 
Ten  in  the  Morning,  and  Four  in  the  Afternoon, 
without  drawing  Bridle ;  I  refted  one  Day,  and 
came  home  on  the  6th  of  November  in  the  fame 
Time. 

This  I  declare  upon  my  Honour  to  be  Fact,  and 
which  was  as  great  a  Surprize  to  my  felf  as  others." 

39.  So  extraordinary  a  Cafe  as  this,  and  fo  well 
vouched  by  the  Patient  himfelf,  gives  us  Reafon  to 

believe, 
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believe,  that  any  Afthma  whatfoever  may  be  cured 
by  a  Courfe  of  Tar- water,  and  at  the  fame  Time 
mews  that  People  ought  to  wait  for  the  Effect  of  this 
Medicine,  and  not  lay  it  afide  on  a  fhort  Tryal  ; 
though  it  is  very  probable,  as  will  appear  by  other 
Inftances,  that  if  Mr.  Ward  had  drank  a  greater 
Quantity  of  Tar- water  at  firft,  and  avoided  catch- 
ing cold,  he  would  have  been  much  fooner  re- 
lieved. 

As  I  had  a  few  more  Cafes,  and  printed  Accounts 
from  England^  which  mew  the  Power  and  Efficacy 
of  Tar-water  in  a  high  Degree,  I  fhall  beg  leave 
to  introduce  them  in  this  Part  of  the  Narrative,  be- 
fore I  mention  Irijh  Cafes.  The  Singularity  of  the 
Cafes  will,  I  doubt  not,  jufcify  my  exceeding  the  firft 
Intentions  of  publifhing  only  fuch  Accounts,  as  oc- 
curred to  me  in  this  Kingdom. 


'O" 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  John  Hardcafile,  Efq;  of 
Houghton  near  Darlington  in  the  County  of  Dur- 
ham,  a  Civilian. 

40.  ««  My  Diforder  began  with  violent  Pains  in  my 
Breaft,  which,  being  removed  by  Fomentation,  were 
fucceeded  by  a  great  Cough.  1  was  in  fome  Time 
almoft  freed  from  it :  But  within  two  or  three  Days 
after  it  was  flopped,  I  was  fuddenly  feized  with  a 
Palpitation  of  the  Heart  in  a  very  high  Degree, 
which  lafted  with  very  little  Intermiffion  for  two 
Days.  That  Diforder  being  partly  calmed  by  bleed- 
ing, my  Cough  returned  again  with  as  much  Force 
as  ever.  I  became  much  emaciated,  loft  my  Ap- 
petite, grew'very  weak,  and  had  frequent  Sweats, 
my  Urine  was  loaded  during  this  Illnefs  with  a  large 
Quantity  of  red  Matter,  which  when  evaporated  to 
Drinefs,  did  not  feem  to  the  Touch  to  be  of  the 
Nature  of  Sand  or  Gravel ;  but  rather  like  Loam  or 
fine  Clay.  The  Phyfician  declared  my  Cafe  fcor- 
butic,  and  treated  it  accordingly.     As  I  had  been 
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long  following  the  Prefcriptions  of  the  Phyfician  I 
confulted,  I  cannot  impute  my  Recovery  with  any 
Certainty  wholly  to  Tar-water.  But  I  think,  the 
fenfible  and  almoft  immediate  Alteration  I  perceiv- 
ed in  my  felf  after  taking  it,  leaves  me  no  room  to 
doubt,  that  Alteration  was  caufed  by  the  Tar.  It 
refrefhed  my  Stomach  with  a  kindly  and  agreeable 
Warmth,  reftored  my  Appetite,  and  in  all  Proba- 
bility caufed  a  good  Digeftion :  as  thefe  gradually 
increafed,  my  Cough  declined,  my  Sweats  abated, 
and  my  Strength  returned. 

41.  Having  rceived  feveral  Letters  from  Liver- 
pool)  giving  an  Account  of  the  extraordinary  Vir- 
tues of  Tar- water  in  the  Cure  of  a  great  Number  of 
Negroes  in  the  Small-pox,  on  board  the  little  Fofier 
of  Liverpool^  Captain  Drape  Commander,  on  the 
Coaft  of  Guinea^  I  fhall  here  mention  the  Particu- 
lars of  my  Information.  The  Reverend  Mr.  'Tho- 
mas Hay  ward  of  Warington  in  Lancajhire^  in  a  Let- 
ter dated  the  1 8th  of  OElober,  1744,  writes,  that 
having  received  from  a  Friend  an  Account  of  this 
furprizing  Cure  of  the  Negroes,  he  made  a  Jour- 
ney on  Purpofe  to  Liverpool  to  be  fully  informed 
of  the  Particulars  of  the  Fact. ;  and  there  was  tho- 
roughly fatisfied  of  the  Truth  thereof  by  Mr.  Con- 
liff)  Mr.  Armitage,  Mr.  Reed,  and  Mr.  John  Ather- 
ton>  Perfons  of  the  beft  Credit,  and  the  moft  con- 
fiderable  Merchants  of  the  Place,  the  three  firft 
Owners  of  the  faid  Ship ;  and  they  all  allured  him, 
that  they  received  the  Account  from  Captain  Drape 
himfelf,  who  was  ready  and  willing  to  make  an  Af- 
fidavit of  the  Truth  thereof  at  any  Time  when 
defired.  And  asfo  new  and  extraordinary  a  Cure  in 
a  diftant  Country  required  the  beft  Proof  and  Evi- 
dence, which  the  Nature  of  the  Cafe  could  afford  to 
fupport  the  Credit  thereof,  Mr.  Atherton  was  after- 
wards pleafed  to  tranfmit  to  me,  at  my  Requeft, 
Captain  Drape's  Narrative,  and  his  Affidavit  fworn 

before 
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before  the  Mayor  of  Liverpool,  at  the  public  Sef- 
fions,  where  Mr.  Conliff,  and  the  other  Gentlemen 
were  prefent,  and  who  were  fatisfied  of  the  Truth 
of  the  Particulars,  before  it  was  confirmed  by  Oath; 
which  Narrative  and  Affidavit,  1  here  publifh,  for 
the  Satisfaction  of  the  Public,  in  the  Words  of  the 
Original  now  in  my  Poffeffionj  which  are  as  fol- 
low. 

42.  The  Little  Fofter  of  Liverpool,  Captain 
Drape  Mafter,  in  the  Year  1742,  made  a  Voyage 
to  Guinea*,  and  having  taken  in  216  Negroes ;  be- 
fore he  left  the  Coafr,  he  had  the  Misfortune  to  fee 
the  Small-pox  break  out  amongft  them  :  In  a  very 
fhort  Time  there  were  no  lefs  than  one  hundred  and 
feventy  ill  of  that  Diftemper  all  at  once. 

43.  The  Captain  was  under  great  Concern,  and 
fully  expected,  that  for  want  of  room  and  other  ne- 
ceffaries,  he  mult  infallibly  lofe  the  gteateft  Part 
of  them.  A  Perfon  on  board  advifed  the  Mafter 
to  infufe  a  Quantity  of  Tar  in  Water,  and  give  it 
the  Slaves  to  drink,  faying  it  was  practic'd  in  the 
fame  Cafe  with  good  Succefs :  the  Tan-water  was 
prepared,  but  the  firfl,  to  whom  it  was  offered* 
obitinately  refufed  it,  and  fo  did  many  more  ;  that 
Man  died  in  two  or  three  Days,  which  the  reft  fee- 
ing, were  more  eafily  brought  to  Compliance,  fo 
that  partly  by  Perfuafion,  partly  by  Force,  the  reft 
were  all  brought  to  drink.  The  good  Effects  fol- 
lowed foon  after,  and  were  fo  plainly  perceived  by 
the  poor  Creatures  themfelves,  that  they  came  upon 
Deck,  and  crowding  about  a  Tub  of  Tar-water, 
that  was  fet  there  for  them,  drank  plentifully  of  it 
from  Time  to  Time  of  their  own  Accord. 

44.  This  had  an  Effect  that  could  hardly  be  ex- 
pected under  the  moft  commodious  Circumftances  j 
for  of  thofe  one  hundred  and  feventy  (moft  of  them 
grown  Perfons)  not  one  died,  except  that  one  Man, 
that  could  not  be  brought  to  drink  the  Tar-water* 

C  2  Captain 
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Captain  Drape  fays  farther,  that  the  Negroes  con- 
tinued drinking  Tar-water  after  their  Recovery, 
which  they  found  fo  much  Relief  from,  that  they 
Gould  hardly  be  brought  to  drink  any  other  -,  and 
that  from  the  Time  of  their  Departure  from  Guinea, 
to  their  Arrival  in  Jamaica,  he  verily  believes  they 
did  not  drink  above  a  Hogfhead  of  Water,  that 
Was  not  impregnated  with  Tar,  though  the  ordi- 
nary Confumption  of  Water  for  fo  many  Slaves 
could  not  be  lefs  than  a  Hogfhead  a  Day. 

I  do  hereby  certify  upon  Oath,  that  the  Contents 
of  the  above  Narrative  are  actually  and  bona 
fide  true, 

Liverpool  the  14th  of  January,  1744. 

Jofeph  Drape. 
Taken  and  fworn  before  me, 

Owen  Prichard,  Mayor  of  Liverpool. 

45.  The  faid  Mr.  Athertoni  in  a  Letter  dated 
the  4th,  of  February,  1744,  writes  in  the  following 
Words : 

"  We  have  a  very  high  Opinion  of  the  Virtues 
of  Tar- water  in  my  Family;  my  Wife  hav- 
ing drank  a  Pint  a  Day  of  it  for  eight  Months 
laff.  paft,  and  by  which  fhe  received  furprizing  Be- 
nefit in  an  inflammatory  Diforder,  in  which  Phyfick 
and  Bleeding  had  brought  her  very  low ;  neither  of 
which  flie  has  made  Ufe  of  fince :  Doctor  Dickins, 
one  of  the  moft  eminent  Phyficians  in  this  Part  of 
the  Kingdom,  had  her  under  his  Care,  and  advifed 
her  to  Tar-water,  as  an  Alterative.  So  you  fee 
Doctors  differ  about  it!  fome  afferting  it  to  be  in- 
flammatory, the  contrary  of  which,  I  have  the 
ilrongeft  Inflances  of  in  my  own  Family,  and  for 
which  Mrs.  Atherton  and  my  felf  think  ourfelves 
under  the  greaceft  Obligations  to  the  Bifhop  otCloyn. 
Thefe  Inflances  of  the  Virtues  of  Tar- water  fo  well 
authenticated,   together  with  many  others,  which 

4  will 
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will  be  mentioned  hereafter,  put  it  out  of  all  Doubt, 
that  Tar- water  is  fo  far  brom  being  of  an  inflam- 
matory Nature,  or  dangerous  in  inflammatory  Dis- 
orders, as  has  been  fuggefted  by  fome,  that  it  is  a 
moft  fave  and  fovereign  Medicine  in  fuch  Cafes. 
And  I  am  very  well  informed,  that  it  is  now  become 
a  conftant  Rule  and  Practice  at  Liverpool  and  other 
Places,  which  fit  out  Ships  for  the  Guinea  Trade, 
to  provide  a  fufficient  Quantity  of  Tar  to  make 
Tar- water,  in  order  to  be  adminiflred  in  Plenty,  to 
fuch  Seamen,  as  may  happen  to  be  feized  in  their 
Voyages  with  the  Small-pox,  Scurvies,  and  other 
Diftempers,  which  Seamen  are  fubject  to. 

46.  Mr.  Hay  ward  writes,  in  faid  Letter,  that  he 
had  laboured  under  an  Ague  of  four  Months  con- 
tinuance, which  had  reduced  him  to  a  very  low 
State,  but  that  he  very  happily  recovered  his  Health 
by  the  Ufe  of  Tar- water  only  5  and  in  his  Letter  of 
the  29th  of  June,  1744,  he  adds,  that  he  was  in 
no  manner  of  Pain  about  the  Return  of  his  Ague, 
that  he  had  fpent  the  Winter  thus  far  in  the  moft 
comfortable  Manner,  and  enjoys  a  more  lively  and 
comfortable  Flow  of  Spirits,  than  ever  he  did  in 
his  Life  ;  which,  upon  all  Occasions  are  apt  to  exert 
themfelves  in  extolling  the  Source  from  whence 
they  are  drawn,  and  giving  others  as  high  an  Opi- 
nion of  Tar- water,  as  he  had  himfelf;  he  alfo  makes 
this  Obfervation,  that  the  Virtues  afcribed,  and  that 
very  juftly  to  Tar-water,  particularly  that  of  remov- 
ing the  Load  that  at  Times  hang  heavily  on  the 
Spirits,  and  infufing  into  the  Soul,  thofe  lucid 
gladfome  Senfations,  which  many  unhappily  feek 
For  in  Drams  and  Cordials,  would  almoft  incline 
one  to  think,  the  Egyptians  were  not  ignorant  of 
Tar-water.  If  that  fovereign  Cordial  of  theirs,  de- 
fcribed  by  Homer  under  the  Name  of  Nepenthes^ 
was  not  Tar- water,  he  is  fure  it  was  fomething  very 
like  it,  as,  he  fays,  will  appear  from  thefe  and 
C  3  the 
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the  following  Lines  in  Homer's  OdyfTes,  4th  Book. 

EXsvjj  Aiog  tKysya.ijot,. 
Avt/h  oc,(S  «?  olvov  fidhz  (pdg[Jkc&Kov,  evfigv  intvov, 

*Og  to  xoLTct&£co!;&iv.  Horn.  Ody IT.  A. 

Thus  tranflated  by  Mr.  Pope. 

Mean  Time  with  genial  Joy  to  warm  the  Soul, 
Bright  Helen  mix'd  a  Mirth  infpiring  Bowl  •, 
Temper'd  with  Drugs  of  Sovereign  Ufe  t'afluage 
The  boiling  Bofom  of  tumultuous  Rage  ; 
To  clear  the  cloudy  Front  of  wrinkled  Care, 
And  dry  the  tearful  Sluices  of  Defpair, 
Charm'd  with  that  virtuous  Draught,   the  exalted 

Mind 
All  Senfe  of  Woe  delivers  to  the  Wind. 
Thefe  Drugs  fo  friendly  to  the  Joys  of  Life 
Bright  Helen  learnsd  from  Rhone's  imperial  Wife, 
Who  fway'd  the  Scepter,  where  prolific  Nile 
With  various  Simples  cloaths  the  faten'd  Soil. 

Milton  mentions  this  Nephenthes  in  his  Mafk  of 

Comus. 

Behold  this  Cordial  Julep  here, 

That  flames  and  dances  in  his  cryftal  Bounds  ; 

Not  that  Nepenthes,  which  the  Wife  of  Thone 

In  Egypt  gave  to  Jove-bom  Helena, 

Is  of  fuch  Pow*r,  as  this  to  ftir  up  Joy, 

To  Life  fo  friendly,  or  fo  cool  to  Thirft. 

A  Letter  from  the  Reverend  Mr.  James  Menteath 
from  Adder  bury  in  Oxford/hire^   dated  the  12  th 

of  February,  1744. 

47.  "  As  foon  as  I  heard  of  theTreatife  on  Tar- 
water,  and  of  the  Directions  therein  mentioned,  I 
made  the  Water  with  different  Proportions  of  Tar, 
and  drank  between  two  and  three  Gallons  of  it ;  but 

felt 
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felt  no  other  Effect,  but  that  it  increafed  a  good 
Appetite  to  a  ftronger,  from  which  Time  I  gave 
it  over;  having,  I  thank  God,  no  need  of  that  or 
any  other  Medicine.  As  to  myfelf,  I  was  by  no 
Means  a  fair  Subject  to  make  an  Experiment  of  its 
Virtues  upon,  being  young,  of  a  robuft  Conftitu- 
tion,  which  I  have  kept  fo,  by  drinking  only 
common  Water  and  Tea,  and  eating  little  animal 
Food,  and  I  only  drank  the  Tar-water  to  convince 
others,  that  it  could  do  them  no  harm.  On  the 
fecond  of  May  laft,  being  Curate  of  this  Place,  I 
was  fent  for  to  pray  by  a  young  Woman,  who,  I 
was  told,  lay  at  the  Point  of  Death  :  When  I  came, 
I  found  her  no  better  than  was  reprefented  •,  fpeech- 
hky  fo  weak,  that  me  could  fcarcely  open  her 
Eyes ;  her  Parents  told  me  that  a  Phyfician  of  this 
Country,  a  Man  of  much  Knowledge  and  great 
Integrity,  had  juft  been  with  her,  and  faid  there 
was  no  Hopes  of  a  Recovery,  for  that  me  could  not 
live  above  three  Days.  The  young  Woman  was 
about  Twenty,  born  of  poor  Parents  ;  fhe  had  for 
fome  Months  been  troubled  with  a  Cough,  and  9 
Swelling  in  her  Legs  and  Arms,  which  was  now 
become  a  Dropfy,  and  was  feemingly  in  the  laft 
Stage  of  a  Confumption.  After  performing  my  Duty, 
as  a  Clergyman,  1  told  the  Mother,  that  as  the 
Doctor  faid  her  Cafe  was  fo  defperate,  if  fhe  would 
give  leave,  I  would  try  a  Medicine,  which  I  be- 
lieved might  poffibly  do  her  Service  ;  fhe  readily 
confented ;  and  I  gave  her  two  Quarts  of  the  Wa- 
ter, and  gave  Directions,  that  fhe  mould  drink 
half  a  Pint  of  it  at  a  Time,  twice,  or,  if  fhe  could 
bear  it,  three  Times  a  Day,  and  that  warm  ;  as  the 
Cafe  was  defperate,  the  greater  Quantity  I  thought 
neceffary.  After  two  Days,  fhe  was  able  to  fit  up, 
in  four  or  five  was  brought  down  Stairs,  had  fome 
Appetite,  her  Cough  abated,  and  the  Swellings  of 
her  Legs  and  Arms  much  funk  i  in  fix  Weeks  fhe 

C  4  feemed 
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feemed  fo  well,  that  I  advifed  her  to  let  alone  the 
Tar-water  for  fome  Time.  I  did  not  fee  her  again 
till  the  beginning  of  Auguft  \  when  her  Mother 
came  and  told  me  that  her  Daughter  was  again  out 
of  Order.  I  went  to  fee  her,  and  found  her  a  little 
fwelled,  with  a  Cough,  her  Appetite  in  fome  Mea- 
fure  loft,  and  a  pale  Look  ;  upon  this  I  fent  her 
more  of  the  Water,  made  according  to  the  printed 
Directions,  which  ihe  drank  for  a  Month,  and 
which  intirely  recovered  her ;  infomuch,  that  ihe 
went  out  to  Service  and  Michaelmas  Term,  and  I 
underftand,  has  been  well  ever  fince.  As  fhe  was 
going  to  fome  Diftance  from  this,  I  gave  her  Di- 
rections how  to  make  the  Water,  and  advifed  her 
to  drink  it,  whenever  fhe  felt  the  lead  Complaint. 

48.  This  is  the  molt  extraordinary  Cure  that 
has  come  to  my  Knowledge,  though  I  had  many 
Patients,  who  have  found  great  Benefit  from  it. 
But  I  had  particular  Succefs  with  young  Girls, 
who  have  been  troubled  with  that  deftructive  Di£ 
order,  the  Green  Sicknefs ;  though  I  could  not  in- 
quire into  fuch  Complaints,  I  can  eafily  difcover 
them  from  the  Complexion ;  indeed  of  the  almoft 
innumerable  Experiments  that  have  been  made  of 
it,  many  of  which  were  by  my  Recommendation, 
I  am  fully  fatisfied,  that  there  is  no  Proof  of  its 
ever  doing  hurt,  fo  far  from  it,  that  when  properly 
taken,  I  have  never  found  that  it  failed  of  Succefs." 

49.  Thus  far  Mr.  Menteath^  on  which  I  fhall 
make  the  following  Obfervation.  _That  fmce  it  is 
always  allowed,  in  Cafes  where  all  Hopes  of  Re- 
covery are  loft,  to  make  Tryals  of  any  Kind  which 
may  give  the  Ieaft  Hopes  of  preferving  Life,  it  is 
humbly  fubmitted,  whether  it  is  not  advifeable  in 
fuch  defperate  Cafes,  when  every  Thing  elfe  has 
Failed,  to  make  Ufe  of  Tar- water,  which  may  pof- 
fibly  recover  the  Patient  from  the  Brink  of  Death : 
As  it  has  done  in  this  and  many  other  Inftances  men- 
tioned 
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tioned  in  the  Courfe  of  this  Narrative,  to  the  great 
Surprize  of  all,  Phyficians  and  others,  who  knew 
the  Diforders  of  thofe  Patients. 

An  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  John  Berry  of 
Manchefier  in  Lancajbire,  dated  the  30th  of  May, 
1744. 

50.  "  I  have  taken  Tar- water  twenty  four  Morn- 
ings, and  fometimes  in  the  Afternoon,  for  a  Diz- 
zinefs  in  my  Head,  which  I  have  had  at  Times  for 
twelve  Months  pad,  and  fince  I  began  taking  it, 
am  as  well  (blefled  be  God)  as  ever  I  was  in  my 
Life. 

Part  of  a  Letter  from  a  Phyfician  in  Tork,  to  one  at 
Bath,  dated  Auguft  25,  1744. 

.51.  "  The  Bifliop  ofCloyne  is  no  better  treated  here 
than  at  other  Places ;  but  for  your  Satisfaction,  I 
can  inform  you,  that  a  Lady,  tho*  reduced  to  nigh 
a  Skeleton  by  a  bleeding  Cancer,  and  thought  only 
fit  for  Guy's  Hofpital  of  Incurables,  by  the  Ufe  of 
Tar-water  is  fo  much  better,  as  to  be  thought  in  a 
fair  Way  of  enjoying  a  comfortable  State  of  Health. 
She  has  recovered  her  Appetite  and  Flefh,  and  all 
bad  Symptoms  are  almoft  overcome,  and  her  Breaft 
is  become  fofc  and  eafy.  This  I  think  will  ftand 
as  a  Sort  of  Ballance  to  the  Hofpital  Account  from 
Dublin" 

Part  of  a  Letter  from  one  in  Li/bon,  to  his  Cor- 
refpondent  at  Bath,  dated  the  21ft  of  January, 
1744. 

52.  "  In  refpect  to  Tar-water,  I  am  fure  it  has 
been  of  great  Service  here  in  many  Cafes.  It  is  in 
Vogue  in  the  Portugal  Hofpital,  and  they  gave  it 
the  Princefs  De  Bocra  in  the  Small-pox,  and  Ihe 
has  done  very  well,  I  am  not  a  Friend  to  Quack  Me- 
dicines, 
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dicines,   but   there   is   nothing  to  be  laid  againft 
Proof." 

53.  I  fhall  here  add  fome  Pieces  printed  in  the 
EngUJh  News-papers  on  the  Subject  of  Tar-water. 

A  Letter  to  the  Author  of  the  General  Evening 
Pofi,  June  the  4th,   1 744. 

S  I  R, 

54.  While  Thoufands  daily  experience  the  Be- 
nefit of  the  Bifhop  of  Cloyne's  Tar- water,  give  me 
Leave  to  teftify  my  Thanks  for  the  Pleafure  his 
Difcourfe  upon  it  has  given.  I  little  expected  on 
fb  low  a  Subject,  to  have  met  with  fuch  Variety  of 
Matter,  fuch  Penetration  of  Thought,  or  that  it  was 
poffible  to  have  exprefled  either  in  Language  fo  clear, 
and  eafy.  Where  fhall  we  fee  a  more  accurate 
Theory  of  various  Diflempers,  or  of  the  Operations 
of  the  moft  prevailing  Medicines  upon  them  ?  How 
beautiful  his  Anatomy  of  Trees  and  Plants  ?  How 
rational  his  Principles  of  Vegetation  ?  How  refined 
his  Doctrine  of  Metals,  and  of  their  being  tranf- 
fufed  into  each  other  ?  How  learned  his  Hiftory  of 
the  Opinions  and  Syftems  of  the  Antients  ?  While 
he  gradually  leads  me  on  from  the  fimplefl  Opera- 
tions of  Nature,  through  the  animal  and  vegetable 
World,  up  to  the  great  Author  of  both,  I  am 
charmed  with  my  Progrefs,  and  think  I  fee  in  this 
Chain  of  his,  that  golden  one,  which  hung  down  to 
Earth  from  Heaven,  as  this  by  feveral  Links  carries 
us  up  thither.  Whether  he  Teaches,  Reafons,  Pre- 
fcribes,  or  Analyzes,  he  does  all  with  the  Know- 
ledge of  a  Profeflbr,  the  Humanity  of  a  Gentle- 
man, and,  to  crown  all,  with  a  good  Bifhop's  Piety ; 
and  leaves  us  uncertain  whether  to  admire  in  him 
mod,  the  Chemift,  Phyfician,  Philoibpher,  or  Di- 
vine. Somewhat  like  that  fine  fubtile  Spirit,  which 
he  tells  us  operates  through  the  Univerfe,  diftin- 
guifhes  his  Writings  5   a  Principle  of  pure  Light, 

which 
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which  you  feel  in  him,  as  in  other  Syftems  nothing 
but  Gravitation.     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

A  Pindarique   by  the   Right   Honourable,    L.  C, 
J.  M.  infcribed  to  the  Author  of  Siris. 

55.  Majeftick  thus  great  Nilus  fhrowds 
His  facred  Head  in  Darknefs  and  the  Clouds, 
His  Birth  divine  from  vulgar  Eyes  conceals, 
But  to  the  Wile  by  Miracles  reveals. 
Homage  to  him  ten  thoufand  Torrents  pay 

Replete  with  other's  vital  Flame, 
While  thro'  the  burning  Zone  he  wings  his  Way, 

While  Siris  is  his  myftick  Name. 
Parch'd  Africk  courts  him  to  the  Libyan  Plain, 

And  drives  to  intercept  his  Courfe; 
But  marble  Mountains  are  oppos'd  in  vain, 

Refiftlefs  his  as  Ocean's  Force. 
From  the  fteep  Cataracts  impetuous  as  he  bounds, 
Earth  trembles  at  his  Voice,  each  diflant  R  ock  re- 
founds  : 
Then  fmooth  o're  Egypt's,  Plain  his  welcome  Deluge 

flows, 
And  fmiling  Plenty  brings,  and  chearful  Health  be- 

flows: 
Hail  Egypt ,  happy  Realm,  thy  Monarchs  were  the 

Gods, 
There  Arts,  and  Wifdom  there  firft  fix'd  their  bleft 
Abodes. 

On  the  Difputes  about  Tar-water. 

56.  To  drink,  or  not  to  drink,  that  is  the  Doubt, 
With  Pro  and  Con,  the  Learn'd  would  make  it  out. 
Britons,  drink  on,  the  jolly  Prelate  cries : 
What  the  Prelate  perfuades  the  Doctor  denies. 
But  why  need  the  Parties  fo  learnedly  fight,  ~? 

Or  Choleric  *  / — r — n  fo  fiercely  indite  ?  >■ 

Sure  the  Senfes  can  tell,  if  the  Liquor  be  right.  ^ 

*  A  Phyfician,  and  Writer  againft  Tar- water. 

What 
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What  agrees  with  his  Stomach,  and  what  with  his 
Head, 

The  Drinker  may  feel,  tho'  he  can't  write  or  read. 

Then  Authority's  nothing,  the  Doctors  are  Men ; 

And  who  drinks  Tar- water  will  drink  it  again. 
5J.  On  the  Enemies  of  Sir  is,  by  a  Drinker  of 
Tar-water. 

How  can  devoted  Siris  fland 

Such  dire  Attacks  ?  The  licenc'd  Band 

With  up-caft  Eyes  and  Vifage  fad 

Proclaim,  alas !  "  The  World's  run  mad. 

"  The  Prelate's  Book  hath  turn'd  their  Brains, 

"  To  fet  them  right  will  cofl  us  Pains. 

"  His  Drug  too  makes  our  Patients  fick, 
"  And  this  doth  vex  us  to  the  Quick. 
And  vex'd  they  mull  be,  to  be  fure, 
To  find  Tar- water  cannot  cure, 
But  makes  Men  ficker  flill  and  ficker, 
And  Fees  come  thicker  flill  and  thicker. 
Burfling  with  Pity  for  Mankind, 
But  to  his  own  Advantage  blind, 
Full  many  a  Wight  with  Face  of  Funeral, 
From  Mortar,  Still,  and  Urinal, 
Hafles  to  throw  in  his  fcurvy  Mite 
Of  Spleen,  ofDuInefs,  andofSpight. 
To  furnifh  the  revolving  Moons 
With  Pamphlets,  Epigrams,  Lampoons 
Againfl  this  Siris,  you'd  know  why  ? 
Think  who  they  are  ;  you'll  foon  defcry, 
What  means  each  angry  doleful  Ditty, 
Whether  themfelves,  or  us  they  pity  ? 

From  the  Daily  Gazeteer,   publifhed  in  London , 
April  5,  1745. 

To  the  Right  Reverend  the  Bifhop  of  Cloyne. 

My  Lord, 
58.  Upon  the  Foundation  of  fome  Hints  I  took 
from  the  29th  and  49th  Sections  of  your  Siris,  I 

refolved 
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reiblved  to  attempt  a  Solution  of  Myrrh,  by  a  low, 
aqueous  Menftrum  •,  and  confidering  the  Affinity, 
and  fimilar  Properties  that  are  in  Tar,  and  in 
Myrrh,  I  was  led  to  think,  that  as  all  homogeneous 
Bodies  attract  more  ftrongly  than  thofe  of  different 
Claries ;  fo  poffibly,  the  native  Vegetable,  or  acid 
Spirit  of  Tar,  when  gently  fermented,  might  invite 
tht  like  Principle  from  Myrrh.  Accordingly  I  put 
a  Drachm  of  coarfe  Myrrh,  without  any  Delicacy 
of  Choice,  into  half  a  Pint  of  Tar-water,  and  fee 
it  in  a  Pint  Bottle,  in  a  Degree  of  Heat  of  my  Fire, 
equal  to  that  of  a  hot  Sun  :  In  two  or  three  Days  I 
obtained  fo  perfect  a  Solution,  that,  upon  filtring, 
I  found  no  other  Refiduum,  than  fuch  as  is  apt  to 
flick  to  gummy  Bodies. 

Of  this  Infufion,  I  mix  about  half  an  Ounce  in 
each  Half  pint  of  Tar- water,  which  I  daily  drink; 
and  take  them  fo  mixed,  with  good  Succefs.  It 
makes  the  Tar-water  much  more  pleafant,  giving 
it  an  agreeable  fub-acid  bitter  Tafte. 

59.  The  fecond  Procefs  I  ufed,  after  having 
fpent  my  firft  Preparation,  was  very  inaccurate ;  for 
1  threw  in  an  indeterminate  Quantity  (but  as  near 
as  I  can  guefsj  four  Drachms  of  fine  pick'd  Myrrh 
to  a  Pint  of  Tar-water.  Upon  filtring  off  this  Infu- 
fion, I  had  Caufe  to  think  the  Tar-water  was  more 
than  faturated  with  Myrrh,  becaufe,  among  the 
Refiduum,  I  found  a  kind  of  Stacte,  or  fine,  tranf- 
parent,  liquid  Myrrh,  of  the  Confiftency  of  the  bed: 
Turpentine  •,  which,  however,  might  perhaps  have 
yielded  to  a  longer  Infufion. 

60.  To  you,  my  Lord,  we  owe  the  Tar- water ; 
and  to  you,  how  nearly  had  we  owed  the  Solution 
of  Myrrh  ?  fince  you  furnifhed  the  only  aqueous 
Menftruum  that  will  diffolve,  and  render  it  fit  for 
internal  Ufe  :  As  your  Lordfhip  fuggefted  the  firft 
Hint,  fo  I  know  no  Perfon  fo  capable  of  improving, 
and  fo  willing  to  apply  this  Difcovery  (if  it  be  one) 

to 
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to  the  Good  of  Mankind  as  your  Lordfliip.  To 
you,  therefore,  I  addrefs  it,  with  all  its  Virtues,  all 
its  Honours.  For  my  Part,  I  have  not  Skill  enough 
in  any  Branch  of  medical  Knowledge,  to  allure 
whether  there  be  any  Thing  new  or  valuable  in  this 
Experiment  of  mine,  only  I  conjecture,  that  at  leaft, 
it  mult  be  a  good  vulnerary  Water  ;  but,  were  the 
Secret  as  rich  as  the  Treafures  of  Loretto,  both  my 
Fortune  and  my  Love  to  Mankind,  forbid  me  to 
make  any  private  Advantage  of  it  •,  therefore  I  free- 
ly give  it  to  the  Publick  under  your  Lordfhip's  Pa- 
tronage. I  am,  with  great  Duty  and  Efteem, 
Your  Lordihip's  moll  obedient  humble  Servant, 

Philanthropus* 

61.  I  mail  now  proceed  to  give  a  Narrative  of 
fuch  Cafes,  which  happened  in  Ireland,  as  they  were 
communicated  to  me  by  Letters  from  Gentlemen  of 
known  Character  and  Integrity,  in  this  Kingdom, 
giving  a  particular  Detail  of  their  own  Diforders,  or 
of  thofe  of  their  Neighbours  and  Acquaintance,  and 
of  the  Relief  they  received,  together  with  fuch  far- 
ther Accounts,  as  I  had  from  feveral  Patients  from 
their  own  Mouths,  in  and  near  Dublin,  with  their 
Names  and  Places  of  Abode. 

A  Letter  from  the  Reverend  Mr.  Nat.  France  of 
Toaghall  in  the  County  of  Cork,  dated  July  6, 
1744,  to  Thomas  Prior,  Efq; 

SIR, 

62.  Reading  an  Advertifement  in  the  Dublin 
Courant,  dated  July  the  3d,  I  thought  myfelf  bound 
by  the  ftrongett.  Obligation,  Gratitude  for  an  in- 
eftimable  Benefit  received  ;  as  well  as  for  the  good  of 
Mankind,  which  every  Man  ought  to  have  at  Heart, 
to  give  Teftimony  to  the  Truth.  Upwards  of  20 
Years  I  have  laboured  under  a  very  dreadful  Dis- 
order, occafioned,   as  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  by  a 

prevailing 
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prevailing  Acid  in  my  Stomach.  Frequently,  for 
many  Weeks  together,  I  never  rofe  from  fleep, 
without  violent  vomitting,  and  a  continual  Sickneis 
in  my  Stomach  ;  rarely  free  from  a  Heart-burn,  and 
that  commonly  ending  in  a  violent  Cholick ;  ner- 
vous Diforders,  frightful  Spafms,  a  frequent  Palpi- 
tation of  the  Heart  in  Bed,  were  the  fure  unhappy 
Confequences  •,  my  Diforder  baffled  the  Art  of  Phy- 
fick,  the  whole  Power. of  Medicine.  The  Pyrmont 
and  German  Spaw- water,  with  the  conftant  Ufe  of 
Gum -pills  for  the  nervous  Complaint,  gave  feme 
little  Relief,  but  were  very  far  from  rooting  out  the 
Caufe  of  my  Diforder.  I  induftrioufly  fhun'd  every 
Acid  •,  my  Drink  for  many  Years  was  Wine  and 
Water,  not  daring  to  touch  Malt-liqour  or  Cy- 
der. I  have  drank  Tar-water  thefe  three  Years 
pad,  and,  I  blefs  God  for  it,  have  no  Com- 
plaint to  make ;  no  Heart-burn  ;  no  vomiting  in 
the  Morning,  which  almoft  deprived  me  of  my 
Sight;  no  return  of  any  nervous  Diforder,  unlefs  oc- 
cafioned  by  a  violent  Cold,  from  which  I  am  quickly 
relieved,  by  taking  a  plentiful  Draught  of  Tar- 
water.  Laft  Summer  I  laid  a-fide  Tar-water  for 
three  Months,  believing,  I  did  not  any  longer  ftand 
in  need  of  it ;  and  that  the  Medicine  would  ceafe  to 
be  Efficacious  by  the  conftant  Ufe  of  it ;  my  Cho- 
lick, Heartburn,  and  nervous  Spafms  return'd  upon 
me  as  violent  as  ever.  I  again  had  Recourfe  to  Tar- 
water  ;  its  happy  Effect  was  beyond  Expectation,  m 
a  few  Days  it  perfectly  relieved  me.  I  do  now,  and 
(hall,  for  the  Remainder  of  my  Life,  make  it  my 
Morning  Draught ;  having  no  other  Complaint 
againft  it,  but  this  one  ;  That  by  creating  an  Appe- 
tite, which  it  never  fails  to  do  •,  by  ftrengthning  the 
Stomach,  and  caufing  a  good  Digeftion,  it  renders 
me  more  corpulent,  than  I  cou'd  wilh  to  be. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  very  humble  Servant, 

Nat.  France. 
36.  A 
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36.  A  Letter  from  the  Corporation  of  Jug  her  in 
the  County  of  Tyrone,  dated  July  7, 1744. 

S  I  R, 

Agreeable  to  your  Inftructions  in  the  laft  News- 
paper, we  the  Under- written,  Inhabitants  of  Augher, 
take  this  Opportunity  of  informing  the  Public,  that 
moft  of  us,  having  for  many  Years  been  greatly 
afflicted  with  chronical  Difeafes,  fuch  as  the  Gout, 
inveterate  Scurvy  and  rheumatick  Pains,  &c.  were 
induced  from  the  high  Character  given  to  the  Tar- 
Nwater,  to  make  Trial  thereof. 

That  thofe  of  us,  who  had  any  out-breaking, 
found,  after  a  Fortnight's  Trial,   the  Spots  rather 
more   inflamed  and  painful,   but   afterwards  daily 
growing  eafier  and  better.     That  fome  of  us  who 
were  feized  with  the  Rheumatifm  found  after  the 
like  Time  a  fenfible  Remiffion  of  the  Pains  •,  how  far 
it  may  anfwer  in  the  Gout  we  cannot  yet  pretend  to 
fay,  but,  from  the  furprizing  Recovery  of  moft  of 
us,  we  in  the  Gout  refolve  to  continue  the  regular 
and  conftant  Ufe  of  that  moft  excellent  Remedy, 
and  all  of  us  do,  in  the  moft  affectionate  Manner, 
return  our  public  Thanks  to  the  Author  of  the 
Tar-water. 

Edmund  Mac  Girr.  Robert  Thompfon. 

Revd.  Mac  Quigan.  Adam  Smyth. 

Dudly  Harvey.  Uri.  Mac  Dowall. 

64.  A  Letter  from  the  Reverend  Mr.  Thomas  Squire 
from  Tallow  in  the  County  of  Waterford^  dated 
July  11,1744- 

SIR, 
The  Enemies  of  Tar-water,  I  find,  are  greatly 
provoked,  feeing  they  endeavour  to  have  it  fwom 
out  of  Credit  and  Practice ;  however,  I  make  no 
doubt,  but  that  for  the  fix  Affidavits  againft  it,  you 
will  foon  have  many  Hundreds  of  creditable  Vouchers 
—      '  for 
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For  it ;  I  fend  you  fome  Cafes :  firft  my  own. 
Turned  of  fixty,  my  Stomach  began  to  fail  me,  and 
what  little  I  did  eat,  lay  heavy  therefor  two  or  three 
Hours  after  Dinner  ;  my  Flefh  wafted  fo  that  my 
Cloaths  were  much  too  big  for  me,  the  Calves  of 
my  Legs  became  foft,  and  hung  from  the  Bones, 
and  the  Red  in  my  Cheeks  grew  dark  and  livid  ;  I 
Jook'd  on  thefej  and  fome  other  bad  Symptoms,  as 
Warnings  from  my  Creator  to  prepare  for  my  ap- 
pearing before  him  in  another  State. 

I  had  the  Honour  of  being  known  to  the  Bifhop 
of  Cloyne,  who  advifed  me  to  drink  Tar-water  ; 
which  I  did  for  fifteen  Months,  in  which  Time  I 
found  my  Appetite  reftored,  my  Food  fat  eafy  on 
my  Stomach,  I  grew  up  to  my  former  Dimenfions, 
my  Flefh  became  firm,  as  it  had  been  twenty  Years 
before,  and  the  Blood  in  my  Cheeks  of  a  good  Red, 
fo  that  I  reckoned  myfelf  in  as  fair  a  Way  of  living 
as  any  Man  of  my  Age,  in  the  Neighbourhood. 

65.  A  Gentlewoman  in  my  Houfe  far  advanced 
in  Years,  of  a  tender  Conftitution,  and  in  a  bad  State 
of  Health,  has  for  near  two  Years  taken  a  fmall 
Glals  of  Tar-water  every  Morning,  and  often  ano- 
ther about  Noon ;  the  Phyfician  who  has  attended 
her  for  eight  Years,  and  confented  to  the  Tar-water, 
has  frequently  for  this  laft  Year  expreffed  his  great 
Surprize  at  her  being  fo  much  better,  than  at  any 
Time  fmce  fhe  was  firft  under  his  Care.  I  muft 
obferve,  to  you,  that  fhe  takes  feveral  other  Kinds 
of  Phyfick  by  the  Doctor's  Directions ;  it  may  not 
be  amifs  likewife  to  obferve,  that  her  Apothecary's 
Bill  was  laft  Year  reduced  to  lefs  than  half  of  what 
it  has  formerly  been,  and  I  am  fure,  when  it  comes 
in  next,  will  fall  very  fhort  of  that. 

66.  A  Servant  of  mine  was  fo  ill  of  a  Cold  and 
violent  Cough,  that  he  was  going  to  take  to  his  bed. 
I  ordered  him  to  drink  about  half  a  Pint  of  Tar- 
water  warm'd  j  he  then  fet  about  his  Bufmefs,  and  I 

D  have 
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have  not  heard  him  complain  fince,  tho'  1  forgot  to 
make  him  repeat  the  Medicine.  I  could  give  Inftances 
of  many  in  this  Neighbourhood,  who  have  received 
great  Benefit  by  Tar- water;  this  Morning  a  Gentle- 
man, who,  by  a  Cold  taken  in  February  laft,  was  ap- 
prehenfiveofa  Decay,  told  me  that  his  Fears  were 
over  by  drinking  Tar-water  for  three  Weeks ;  and 
Yefterday  a  Phyfician,  who  ftudied  under  the  great 
Boerhaave,  told  me  that  he  had  prefcribed  the  Courfe 
of  Tar- water  to  five  of  his  Patients  lately  ;  of  thofe 
it  is  probable  I  may  give  you  an  Account  hereafter, 
as  well  as  of  two  more,  whofe  Cafes  were  very  defpe- 
rate,  and  recovered,  but  I  am  not  fully  informed  in 
the  Particulars  as  yet. 

I  am  your  moft  humble  Servant, 

r.  S. 

67.  A  Letter  from  the  faid  Mr.  Squire  from  Curry- 
glafs  in  the  County  of  Cork,  dated  November  30, 
J  744- 

S  I  R, 
When  I  wrote  to  you  formerly,  I  propofed  to  fend 
you  fome  farther  Accounts  of  the  Cures  effected  by 
Tar- water;  one  of  which  was  on  a  Gentlewoman 
near  Limerick,  (whom  I  have  not  leave  to  name.) 
Her  Hufband  was  in  this  Village  laft  Chriftmas,  who 
defcribed  his  Wife's  Diftemper  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  me  feemed  to  have  fuffered  more  by  the  Scurvy, 
than  Mr.  Connor  of  Bandon ;  ihe  was,  as  the  Ex- 
preffion  was,  juft  flayed  alive,  and  had  almoft  lofl 
tht  Ufe  of  her  Limbs.  I  advifed  Tar-water,  which 
a  Phyfician  approving,  fhe  drank  for  fome  Time  ; 
fo  that  the  Scurvy-fplotches  are  perfectly  healed,  and 
fhe  is  recovering  daily  the  Ufe  of  her  Limbs.  This 
I  had  from  her  Hufband's  Brother. 

68.  The  folio  wing  Account  I  had  from  Mr.  Robert 
Atkins  near  Mallow  ;  a  young  Gentlewoman  related 
to  him  had  been  Icjng  ill ;  fhe  had  a  great  hard  Swel- 
ling 
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ling  in  her  Side,  loft  her  Stomach,  was  extremely 
thin  and  pale,  fome  Phyficians,  who  had  attended  for 
a  confiderable  Time,  at  length  gave  her  up.  She 
earneftly  entreated  one  of  them,  Doctor  Connelly  for 
Advice,  who  recommended  Tar-water  •,  fhe  drank 
it  for  fome  Months  and  perfectly  recovered. 

6g.  In  Curryglafs,  fourteen,  as  I  find,  have  drank 
Tar- water,  every  one  .of  them  have  received  Benefit 
thereby,  but  the  molt  remarkable,  after  thofe  in  my 
former  Letter,  were  Hanna  Evans,  Wife  to  Henry 
Evans,  Mafon,  cured  of  an  hereditary  Afthma,  un- 
der which  fhe  laboured  for  two  Years,  and  could  not 
lie  down  in  Bed  ;  but  now  goes  to  Bed  as  formerly, 
and  adds  to  her  nightly  Devotion,  God  blefs  the 
good  Bijhop. 

70.  Henry  Evans  in  the  great  Froft  took  a  violent 
Cold,  and  every  Winter  fmce,  has  kept  his  Head 
and  Jaws  tied  up  in  Handkerchiefs ;  he  drank  Tar- 
water,  the  Pain  in  his  Jaws  is  gone,  and  he  bears 
Cold  as  well  as  ever  he  did.  Lawrence  Lineban* 
a  Paper- maker,  had  taken  fo  great  Cold  at  his  Work, 
that  he  wafted  away,  had  a  moft  deadly  Cough,  and 
was  thought  by  all  to  be  in  a  Decay,  he  drank  Tar- 
water,  and  is  now  as  well  as  ever. 

71.  Mr.  Crips  drinks  Tar- water  for  an  hereditary 
Afthma;  when  he  is  regular  in  it,  fome  Splotches 
break  out  in  feveral  Parts  of  his  Body,  and  the  Afthma 
quite  gone ;  but  when  he  is  carelefs  the  Splotches 
difappear,  and  the  Difficulty  of  breathing  returns. 

72.  Mrs.  Rollefton,  who  nurfes  her  Child,  had 
fome  Occafion  to  drink  Tar- water,  which  fucceeded 
well  with  her  5  fhe  had  a  vaft  Flow  of  Milk,  when 
fhe  drank  it,  and  her  Child  was  extremely  well ;  our 
Phyficians  here  prefcribe  Tar-water  frequently,  and 
all  own  that  no  Medicine  has  ever  made  fo  great  a 
Progrefs  in  fo  fhort  a  Time. 

I  am  your  moft  obedient  humble  Servant, 

'Thorn,  Squire. 
D  2  72.  A 
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73.  A  Letter   from  Mr.  Henry  Parfons,  Attorney, 
dated  from  William-jireet,  Dublin,  July  26,1744. 

S  I  R, 

I  lately  read  an  Advert ifement  in  Mr.  Faulkner's 
Weekly  Journal,  defiring,  that  Perfons  who  had  re- 
ceived benefit  from  drinking  Tar- water,  would  fend 
you  an  Account  thereof,  with  the  Nature  of  their  fe- 
veral  Diforders ;  as  that  Advertifement  was  chiefly 
intended  for  the  Benefit  of  Mankind,  I  think  every 
one  ought  readily  to  comply  therewith.  I  therefore 
fend  you  the  following  Account  : 

I  have  been  thefe  twenty  Years  pafl,and  upwards, 
grievoufly  afflicted  with  violent  Pains  and  Swellings 
in  my  Limbs ;  and  for  want  of  my  natural  Reft, 
which  they  frequently  prevented,  I  was  reduced  to  a 
very  great  Weaknefs  •,  and  I  had  loft  my  Stomach 
to  that  Degree,  that  I  may  fay,  My  Soul  abhorred 
all  manner  of  Meat,  and  I  was  even  hard  at  Death's 
Door.  I  was  reduced  to  that  unhappy  State,  which 
the  Bifhop  of  Cloyne,  in  his  Treatife  on  Tar-water, 
calls  Vadium  Vita :  a  wearinefs  of  Life,  that  I  could 
have  blefl  the  Means  that  would  have  finihYd  my 
Days ;  and  if  any  one  was  to  have  bought  an  Annu- 
ity on  my  Life,  I  am  fure  no  one  v/ould  have  given 
fix  Months  Purchafe  for  it.  lam  certain  that  every 
one,  who  has  known  me  thefe  twenty  Years  paft, 
can  and  will  readily  vouch  the  Truth  hereof;  and 
not  above  five  Months  ago,  a  Gentleman  falling  into 
a  groundlefs  Pafiion  with  me,  for  no  other  Reafon, 
but  becaufe  he  was  lofing  a  Game  at  Backgammon, 
declared  to  fome  Gentlemen,  who  afterwards  in- 
formed me  thereof,  that  he  would  certainly  have 
been  the  Death  of  me,  but  that  he  was  well  fatisfied 
I  would  foon  dye  by  the  Courfe  of  Nature. 

74.  I  was  alfo  afflicted  with  a  violent  fcorbutic 
Humour,  which  broke  out  to  a  great  Degree  in  my 
Face  ;  and  about  the  Beginning  of  May  laft,  on  my 

firft 
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firft  hearing  the  Virtue  of  Tar- water  fo  greatly  re- 
commended, and  on  reading  the  Magazine  for  the 
Month  of  March,  wherein  it  is  fet  forth,  I  refolved 
on  drinking  it,  and  tho'  I  have  only  drank  about 
five  Gallons  thereof,  it  has  not  only  perfectly  cured 
me  of  the  Scurvy,  but  has  alfo  intirely  eafed  me 
from  all  my  Pains ;  reftored  me  to  my  former 
Strength,  a  good  Stomach,  and  a  great  Flow  of 
Spirits  ;  that  now  (I thank  God)  I  may  juftly  fay, 
I  am  a  Man  again. 

I  am  Sir  your  humble  Servant, 

Henry  Parfons. 

Mr.  Parfons,  who  may  be  feen  every  Day  in  the 
Streets  of  Dublin,  continues  in  a  perfect  State  of 
Health,  and  flow  of  Spirits,  and  conftantly  drinks 
Tar-water. 

J 5.  A  Letter  from  the  Reverend  Mr.  BemardJVard> 
dated  from  Be  If  aft,  July  23,  1744. 
S  I  R, 
Inclofed  I  (end  you,  the  Cafes  of  three  Perfons, 
who  have  received  benefit  by  the  Ufe  of  Tar- water; 
in  the  firft  I  prefcribed  it  myfelf;  the  2d,  I  had  from 
the  Mother  of  the  young  Lady,  and  her  Permiflion 
to  fend  it  to  you  ;  the  3d,  I  had  from  the  Father  of 
the  Child,  who  perufed  and  approved  of  the  Ac- 
count which  I  fend  you.  I  think  it  the  Duty  of 
every  Perfon,  as  far  as  he  can,  to  make  the  World 
acquainted  with  the  Cafes  of  fuch  as  receive  benefit 
from  the  Ufe  of  new  Medicines  ;  efpecialiy  if  they 
be  fuch  as  are  fafe  in  the  Application,  and  cheap,  fo 
as  to  render  them  of  Ufe  to  the  Poor :  Tar- water,  I 
am  perfuaded,  is  of  this  Kind,  and  I  dare  fay  it  will 
give  the  good  and  moil  ingenious  Author  of  Siris, 
a  very  fenfible  Pleafure,  to  find  that  his  Medicine 
is  likely  toanfwer  the  End,  which  he  had  in  pubiifh- 
ing  it,  that  is,  to  become  of  univerfal  Ufe,  and'  to 

D  3  remove 
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remove  moft  of  the  Diforders  to  which  Men  are 
fubject. 

I  venture  to  fend  you  the  inclofed  without  any 
Apology,  the  Truth  of  the  Facts  you  may  depend 
upon.     J  am,  Sir, 

You  moft  obedient  humble  Servant, 

Bernard  Ward. 

The  Honourable  Arthur  Hill,  Efq;  adds  by  way 
of  Poftfcript,  that  though  thefe  Inftances  are  but 
three,  yet  Tar- water  is  in  great  and  univerfal  Repute 
here,  and  I  have  no  Doubt,  but  in  a  little  Time, 
abundance  more  may  be  given. 

76.  N°  1.  William  Gawdy  of  the  Parifh  of  Kir- 
donnell,  and  County  of  Down,  Farmer,  aged  about 
forty  Years,  had  been  many  Years  afflicted  with  the 
Rheumatifm.  About  two  Years  ago  he  applied  to  me, 
when  by  the  Ufe  of  JEtherial  Oil  of  Turpentine, 
his  Complaint  was  removed  for  that  Time :  In  May 
laft  I  met  him  near  his  own  Houfe,  moft  grievoufly 
tormented  with  the  fame  Diforder,  which  had  then 
fixed  hMf  in  his  Loins,  and  had  for  fome  Weeks 
entirely  difabled  him  from  doing  any  Work;  he 
told  me  he  had  ufed  the  Turpentine,  but  without 
Succefs ;  that  for  fome  Weeks  he  had  fcarce  been 
able  to  walk.  I  recommended  the  Ufe  of  Tar- 
water,  four  Quarts  of  which  did  fo  effe<5tually  re- 
move his  Diforder,  that,  to  ufe  his  own  Words,  he 
was  able  to  lift  a  Hogfhead  Sack  full  of  Corn,  and 
to  put  it  upon  his  Horfe,  and,  in  fhort,  was  as  well 
as  he  ever  had  been. 

77.  N°  2.  Mifs  Small,  of  the  Parifh  of  Knockbre- 
da,  in  the  County  of  Down,  a  young  Lady  of  about 
iixteen  Years  of  Age,  had  for  fome  Time  been  trou- 
bled with  a  Pain  in  her  Side,  Shortnefs  of  Breath,  a 
Palpitation  of  the  Heart  upon  the  leaft  Motion,  and 
an  entire  Lofs  of  Appetite ;  her  Mother  was  ap- 
prehenfive  of  a  Confumptions  yet  by  drinking  Tar- 
water 
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water  about  a  Fortnight,  all  the  above  Symptoms 
were  removed,  and  fhe  can  now  walk  a  Mile  or  two 
without  giving  her  the  leaft  Uneafinefs,  and  is  in 
perfect  Health. 

78.  N°  3.  John,  the  Son  of  the  Reverend  An- 
nejly  Baile,  Curate  of  Comber  in  the  County  of  Down, 
at  the  Age  of  two  Years,  was  active  and  fprightly, 
and  could  walk  as  well  as  any  Child  of  his  Age  j  he 
was  then  feized  with  a  Fever,  which  deprived  him 
of  the  Ufe  of  his  Limbs  i  his  Joints  grew  large,  and 
his  Belly  hard,  like  a  ricketty  Child  ;  he  continued 
in  this  Condition  about  two  Years,  till,  upon  the 
Publication  of  Siris,  his  Father  made  him  drink 
Tar-water,  a  Wine  Glafs  full  three  Times  a  Day, 
and  in  three  Weeks  time,  he  recovered  the  Ufe  of 
his  Limbs,  and  has  been  ever  fince  in  the  higheft 
Spirits,  and  very  good  Health. 

j 9.  A  Letter   from  the  Reverend  Mr.  UJher,  of 
Maryborough,  dated  Augujl  23,  1744. 

Margaret  Large  of  the  Parifh  of  Coolbanagher 
near  Mountmelick  in  the  Queen's  County,  being  about 
forty-three  Years  old,  laboured  under  a  violent 
Cough  and  Oppreflion  on  her  Stomach  for  ten  Years, 
which  afflicted  her  without  Intermifiion,  to  that 
Degree,  that  fhe  loft  her  Appetite,  her  Body  was 
emaciated,  and  her  Spirits  low  and  depreflfed  -,  but 
that  by  drinking  Tar-water  conftantly  every  Morn- 
ing fince  the  Beginning  of  June  laft,  the  Cough  and 
Oppreflion  on  her  Stomach  were  intirely  removed, 
her  loft  Appetite  reftored,  her  Spirits  became  brifk 
and  lively,  and  her  whole  Conftitution  and  habit  of 
Body  wonderfully  improved,  and  this  Change  evi- 
dently appeared  in  about  fix  Weeks  after  fhe  began 
to  drink  the  Tar-water.  This  Account,  he  fays, 
he  had  from  the  Patient  herfelf. 

D  4  So. 


40  The  Effefls  of 

go.  A  Letter  from  Mr.  Henry  Garvais  of  Lifmore 
in  the  County  of  JVate? ford,  dated  the  15  th  of 
September,  1744,  to  Thomas  Prior,  Efq; 

Purfuant  to  your  Defire  fignified  in  the  public 
Prints,  I  take  the  Liberty  of  communicating  to  you 
the  Cafe  of  Mr.  William  Bryen,  which  may  not  be 
unworthy  of  Notice.  Mr.  Bryen,  who  is  an  Attor- 
ney in  Lord  Burlington's,  Manor-courts,  after  riding 
five  Miles  about  two  Years  fince,  without  a  great 
Coat,  in  a  Winter's  Night  of  very  heavy  Rain,  and 
fo  fuddled,  that  when  he  came  home,  he  could  not 
put  off  hisCloaths,  threw  himfelf  on  his  Bed,  where 
he  ilept  about  fix  Hours,  and  when  he  awoke,  was 
in  an  high  Inflammation  and  not  able  to  fpeak.  A 
Phylician,  of  no  fmall  Repute  in  this  Country  came 
to  his  Aid,  and  by  the  common  Procefs  in  fuch 
Cafes,  by  bleeding,  bliftering,  &c.  brought  fome 
prefent  Relief ;  but  in  a  little  Time  a  violent  Cough 
enfued,  attended  with  a  grievous  Pain  in  his  Side, 
fpitting  of  Blood,  and  large  Sweats ;  fo  that  having 
fuffered  much,  and  gone  thorough  the  Apothecary's 
Shop  for  a  Courfe  of  fix  Months,  and  exhaufced  his 
little  Subftance,  the  Phyficians  in  a  Confultation 
pronounced  that  he  would  dye  tabid.  The  Patient 
not  being  able  to  purchafe  coftly  Medicines,  in  Def- 
pair  had  Recourfe  to  Tar- water,  which  he  has  ever 
fince  continued  the  Ufe  of,  with  the  greateft  Benefit ; 
inibmuch,  that  when  I  talk'd  with  him,  fome  little 
Time  ago,  he  told  me  that  he  had  recovered  his  Ap- 
petite and  Reft,  and  was  free  from  the  Pain  in  his 
Side,  and  as  well  in  Health  as  he  could  wifh,  faving 
a  light  Cough  which  remained,  but  was,  in  his  Opi- 
nion, gradually  wearing  off. 

81.  Mr.  Gervais  mentions  his  own  Cafe  in  the 
following  Words.  "  I  was  under  great  Apprehenfions 
from  the  Reliques  of  the  Influenza,  which  in  its 
Courfe  feized  me  in  a  mod  heavy  Manner,  and  left 
an  acute  Pain  in  my  Head,  violent  Palpitation  in  the 

Heart, 
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Heart,  a  conftant  Pulfation  in  the  Brain,  and  Spafms 
thorough  my  whole  Body.  Flagherty  cum  Socih  had 
me  in  Hand  for  Months ;  Gum-pills  and  Spirits  of 
Vitriol,  I  almoft  lived  upon,  and  to  no  Purpofe-  j  hut 
now  by  the  Ufe  of  Tar- water,  I  am,  (Gcd  be 
praifed)  reflored  to  good  Spirits  and  Health." 

82.  He  alfo  mentions  the  Cafe  of  Mrs.  C — — — ~ 
of  Limerick,  who  was  many  Years  afflicted  wirh  a 
Scurvy  in  the  highefl  Degree,  that  he  had  been  in- 
formed by  a  near  Relation  of  hers,  thatfhe  had  been 
quite  fiay'd  from  Plead  to  Foot,  fo  that  for  many 
Months  me  lay  in  Cere-cloths,  and  could  not  turn 
in  her  Bed,  but  as  Ihe  was  help'd  by  the  Sheets ; 
when  all  Remedies  proved  ineffectual,  Tar- water  was 
the  dernier  Refort,  by  the  Ufe  whereof  for  ten 
"Weeks,  me  has  got  a  new  Skin,  her  Sores  have 
ceafed  to  run,  and  her  Health  is  throughly  retrieved. 

83.  Mr,  Gervais  foon  after  fent  me  the  following 
Cafe  drawn  up  by  Doctor  Will.  C- —  of  Mallow 
in  the  Words  following : 

Carrol  Daly  of  Ardprior  in  the  County  of  Cork, 
aged  about  28,  on   exercifing  feverely  in  the  Year 
1742,  was  feized  with  a  violent  Cough,  flreightnefs 
in  his  Chert,  difficulty  of  Refpiration,  and  had  large 
Quantities  Blood  difcharged  from  his  Lungs ;    in 
which  State  he  remained  near  fix  Months,  without 
other  Affiftance  than  what  his  poor  Neighbours  could 
adminifter;   till  at  Length  quite  emaciated,  and  in 
a  hectick  State  with  flu  filings  in  his  Face,  fucceeded 
by  Rigors  and  conftant  Night-fweats,  he  applied  to 
the  neighbouring  Phyficians,  who  recommended  a 
Courfe  of  pectoral  and  balfamick  Medicines,  with 
Tincture  of  Jefuits  Bark,  and  a  Milk-diet,  which 
Regimen  he  ftrictlyobferved  ten  Months  and  better; 
when  finding  little  Amendment,  and  no  Hopes  of 
Recovery,  he  applied  to  me  j  I  recommended  his 
continuing  the  fame  Method  for  fome  Time  longer, 
which  he  fubmitted  to,  without  further  benefit,  than 

that 
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that,  his  Sweats  fomcwhat  abated ;  he  was  now  fet 
down  as  incurable,  and  at  moll  not  likely  to  furvive 
the  following  Spring  j  when  hearing  fo  much  of  the 
Virtues  of  Tar-water  publifhed  by  the  Bifhop  of 
Cloyne,  and  willing  to  try  the  Succefs,  as  every  Thing 
elfc  failed ;  I  recommended  earneftly  the  conftant 
Ufe  of  it  to  him,  and  prepared  it  for  him  according 
to  the  Bifhop's  Directions ;  at  firft  it  difagreed  pro- 
digiously, inducing  frequent  Naufea's,  Sicknefs  in 
the  Stomach,  and  a  Lax,  which  in  his  Condition,  I 
was  very  apprehenfive  of ;  notwithstanding  I  made 
fome  lighter,  which,  in  a  few  Days  was  fo  recon- 
cileable  to  his  Stomach,  that  he  took  it  in  large 
Quantities  after,  and  is  now  perfectly  recovered  from 
all  his  Symptoms,  only  a  fmall  Cough,  which  he  is 
fubject  to,  on  taking  Cold  or  any  Irregularity. 

84.  A  Letter  from  Mr.  William  Peacocke  Merchant 
in  Abbey- ftreet  Dublin,  dated  September  22,1744. 
S  I  R, 

My  Brother,  Marmaduke  Peacocke  Merchant  in 
Abbey-fir eety  was  for  feveral  Months  very  unwell,  he 
had  a  great  Cough,  little  or  no  Appetite,  and  a  great 
Lownefs  of  Spirits  ;  he  could  not  walk  the  Length 
of  a  Street  without  being  in  a  violent  Sweat ;  and 
was  very  much  emaciated  ;  he  applied  to  fome  Phy- 
ficians  here,  and  to  no  Purpofe.  He,  by  accident, 
heard  of  the  Virtues  of  Tar- water,  he  made  fome, 
drank  of  it  Morning  and  Evening,  and  in  lefs  than 
three  Weeks,  he  was  as  heal  as  ever,  in  great  Spirits, 
and  as  well  as  he  could  wifh  ;  this  I  aver  for  Truth. 

85.  Laft  Spring  I  had  a  Fit  of  the  Gout  coming 
on  me  ;  the  Reafon  I  fay  fo,  is  becaufe  I  was  feized 
with  the  Cramps  in  my  Legs  mod  violently  for  fe- 
veral Nights.  I  had  a  great  Lofs  of  Appetite,  and 
my  Stomach  feint  and  weak,  with  great  Tendernefs 
in  my  Feet ;  this  is  always  a  Forerunner  of  a  Fit  of 
the  Gout  with  me.     I  was  prevailed  upon  by  my 

Brother 
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Brother  Marmaduke  Peacocke,  to  drink  Tar-water, 
which  I  did  Morning  and  Evening  :  The  doing  fo 
occafioned  great  Perfpiration  in  my  Feet,  and  in 
three  Nights  after,  I  had  no  Cramps,  no  Tendernefs 
in  my  Feet,  I  had  a  good  Appetite  and  Digeftion, 
and  was  every  other  Way  very  well.  I  continued 
drinking  this  Water  for  two  Months,  afterwards  I 
left  it  off  for  a  Week,  and  drank  of  it  only  every 
Morning.  I  ftill  do  the  fame,  and  am  now  (thank 
God)  as  well  as  anyone.  Given  under  my  Hand 
this  2 2d  of  Seflemper,  1744. 

William  Peacocke. 

Mr.  Peacocke,  who  may  be  feen  every  Day  at  Lu- 
cas's Coffee-houfe  informs  me  now  in  June  i745» 
that  he  has  all  along,  and  now  continues  to  drink 
Tar- water  every  Day,  and  that  with  Pleafure ;  that  he 
has  by  Means  thereof  a  great  Perfpiration  in  his 
Feet,  and  Strength  in  his  Limbs,  and  is  free  from 
all  Symptoms  and  Apprehenfions  of  the  Gout  which 
fo  long  troubled  him. 

86.  A  Letter  from  Stephen  Bernard,  Efq\  Member  of 
Parliament  from  Youghall,  October  2,  1744. 

S  I  R, 
As  foon  as  I  could  completely,  and  with  certainty, 
I  was  determined  to  communicate  and  acknowledge 
the  Services  I  had  received  from  the  Ufe  of  Tar- 
water  ;  which  I  have  taken  for  three  Months, 
Morning,  Noon,  and  Night,  half  a  Pint  each  Time 
warm  •,  and  which  I  can  now  with  certainty  fay,  has 
relieved  me  from  a  Sicknefs  in  my  Stomach,  that 
ever  attended  me,  but  more  fevere  for  fix  Years  laft 
pafl,  and  fo  much  more  for  the  two  laft,  that  it  was 
very  rare  to  have  a  Day  pafs  without  being  troubled 
with  violent  Heavings,  at  lead  twice,  and  a  Loathing 
of  all  Suftenance  ;  which  reduced  me  to  fo  low  a 
Condition,  as  utterly  difabled  me  from  ufing  any 
Exercife.  I  was  alfo  fubject  to  a  frequent  Giddinefs, 

which 
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which  remained,  and  was  encreafing,  notwithftand- 
a  long  Courfe  of  Vomits ;  in  lefs  than  a  Week  after 
I  drank  the  Tar-water,  I  not  only  found  my  Stomach 
relieved,  but  I  had  really  an  Appetite,  which,  I 
I  thank  God,  ftill  continues,  and  I  think  ftrengthens, 
and  the  Giddinefs  is  almoft  gone ;  thefe  are  the  Par- 
ticulars I  can  with  Truth  and  Certainty  aver.  As  to 
my  other  Complaints  which  are  a  flatulent  Cholick, 
a  Numbnefs  in  my  Hands,  and  Obftructions,  the  Re- 
lief not  being  very  fenfible,  I  would  not  prefume 
troubling  you  with  an  Account  of  it ;  tho'  with 
God's  Permiflion,  I  have  the  utmoft  Confidence,  I 
fhall  be  able  to  give  you  an  Account  of  a  complete 
Cure  -,  and  make  all  the  Acknowledgments  in  my 
Power  for  the  Good  received  from  the  mod  ingeni- 
ous learned  Labour  of  the  excellent  Author  of  Siris. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  molt  obedient  humble  Servant, 

Ste.  Bernard. 

P.  S.  A  Servant  of  mine,  for  Years  was  troubled 
with  a  confumptive  Cough,  and  is  quite  recovered 
by  Tar-water. 

8 J.  An  Extraft  of  a  Letter  from  Charles  Coote, 
Efq;  Member  of  Parliament  from  Cootehill,  Oc- 
tober 6,  1744. 

S  I  R, 

I  am  to  inform  you,  that  I  drink  Tar-water  con- 
flantly ;  befides  the  Diforders,  I  have  always  been 
fubjed  to,  which  are  called  nervous,  I  have  the 
Gravel  to  a  great  Degree,  but  without  Pain.  I  dis- 
charge great  Quantities,  by  Urine,  and  my  Sto- 
mach, Digeftion,  and  whole  Frame,  ufed  to  be 
greatly  difordered  when  I  was  loaded  with  it ;  the 
Ufe  of  this  Water,  not  only  difcharges  it,  but  I  be- 
lieve alters  that  Difpofition  in  my  Conftitution,  and 
I  have  always  found  myfelf  better  in  Spirits,  Digef- 
tion, and  the  Enjoyment  of  myfelf  fince  I  drank  it. 

88.  By 
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88.  By  the  Teftimonies  of  Samuel  Moore,  and 
John  Maxwell,  Efqrs;  the  Reverend  Mr.  Handcock, 
Curate  of  Cavan,  and  many  others  of  this  County, 
Mr.  Donald/on  of  Cavan,  late  Sub-Sheriff  of  this 
County,  has  been  long  afflicted  with  the  Gout  in  an 
extreme  Degree :  he  has  drank  the  Tar- water  fome 
Months,  and  from  a  clofe  Confinement  to  his  Bed 
and  Chair,  to  his  great  Lofs  while  he  was  Sub-She- 
riff, he  is  now  walking'  about  the  Streets,  and  does 
not  remember  when  he  was  able  to  do  fo  for  many- 
Years  paft,  and  refers  it  wholly  to  that  fmgle  Me- 
dicine. 

8cf.  Mr.  Waren,  within  two  Miles  of  me,  is  A- 
gent  to  Alderman  Dawfon ;  he  was  afthmatick,  and 
feemed  to  be  confumptive  to  the  laft  Degree.  I  have 
not  feen  him  lately,  but  Mr.  Richardfon,  our  Rec- 
tor, allures  me,  that  he  is  recovered  of  all  his  Com- 
plaints to  a  wonderful  Degree,  folely  by  the  Tar- 
water,  and  that  he  confeiTes  that  he  never  knew  to- 
lerable Comfort  fince  his  Illnefs,  till  he  took  it. 

90.  A  poor  Fellow,  in  fome  Under-ofEce  about 
the  Church  of  this  Town,  was  alfo  afthmatick,  and 
almoft  incapable  of  any  Action,  and  is  now  reftored 
by  it,  as  our  Rector  allures  me.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  moll  affectionate  Servant, 

Charles  Coote. 

91.  P.S.  My  Brother-in-law  Mr.  Pratt,  who 
has  been  extreamly  ill  many  Years  of  fcorbutick 
Diforders,  and  has  in  vain  drank  all  the  Waters  in 
Europe,  drank  the  Tar-water  a  good  while,  and  I 
believe  continues  to  do  fo  ;  he  is  now  active  in 
Spirits,  and  able  to  do  Bulinefs,  and  indeed,  ap- 
peared to  me,  not  long  ago,  to  be  quite  recovered ; 
he  made  it  but  of  half  the  Strength,  the  full 
Strength  difagreeing  with  him,  and  he  declared,  he 
thought  his  Amendment  was  entirely  owing  to  it. 

92.  A 
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92.  A  Letter  from  William  Ryves,  Efqy  from  Ca> 
ftlejane  near  Tipperary,  dated  October  1 1 ,  1 744. 
S  I  R, 

I  mall  always  take  Pleafure  in  any  Thing  for  the 
publick  Good,  therefore  with  Pleafure  fit  down  to 
anfwer  your's,  and  to  give  you  the  Account  you  de- 
fire,  of  the  Benefit  my  Tenant  John  Cornick  received 
from  the  Ufe  of  Tar- water. 

This  Man  has  been  for  many  Years  paft,  a  Mower 
and  a  Plowman,  in  the  Occupation  of  which,  by 
Heats  and  Cold,  he  acquired  a  Cough,  which  con- 
tinued on  him  for  feveral  Months,  and  which  fome- 
times  (efpecially  in  the  Spring)  difabled  him  from 
following  the  Plow  •,  but  about  March  laft,  he  was 
obliged  to  keep  his  Bed,  notwithstanding  he  had 
the  Advice  and  Directions  of  two  Phyficians,  at 
different  Times ;  and  being  worn  away  to  perfect 
Skin  and  Bone,  the  Phyficians  pronounced  him  very 
near  his  End.  About  July  laft,  I  got,  and  read  Si- 
ris,  and  immediately  directed  this  poor  Fellow  to 
drink  Tar- water,  which  he  did  conftantly,  twice  or 
three  times  a  Day  ;  for  the  firft  Week  or  ten  Days 
he  coughed  prodigioufly,  and  brought  up  great 
Quantities  of  fetid  Corruption  ;  every  Day  after,  his 
Cough  abated,  and  his  Stomach  increafed,  and  at 
the  End  of  three  Weeks  drinking,  he  was  able  to 
walk  half  a  Mile  with  Pleafure,  which  he  did  every 
Morning  between  his  firft  Draught,  and  Breakfaft  ; 
and  in  five  Week's  Time,  had  gathered  a  good 
deal  of  Strength ;  his  Tar  being  then  out,  and  he 
thinking  himfelf  pretty  well,  he  omitted  drinking 
fince  ;  but  I  have  now  ordered  him  a  frefh  Parcel 
of  Tar,  and  do  not  doubt  but  he  will  be  as  well 
able  to  hold  his  Plow  next  Spring  as  ever,  and  mow 
the  following  Summer  •,  in  fhort,  his  Cough  is  gone, 
and  he  finds  himfelf  hearty ;  I  this  Day  examined 
him. 

93.  Edward 
2 
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93.  Edward  Moore ;  Efq;  of  Moor  eh  Fort  in  the 
County  of  Tipperary,  a  Gentleman  of  Fortune,  was 
extreamly  out  of  Order,  and  by  all  the  Phyficians 
that  attended  him,  was  judged  to  have  an  Ulcer  in 
his  Bladder,  and  was  preparing  to  go  to  fome  Wa- 
ters proper  for  him  ;  he  had  quite  loft  his  Stomach 
and  Complexion,  but  by  the  Ufe  of  Tar- water  for 
five  or  fix  Weeks,  is  not  only  quite  well  of  his 
Diforder,  but  has  recovered  his  Stomach  and  Com- 
plexion ;  and  I  do  believe  flill  continues  to  drink  it. 
I  can  alfo  allure  you,  my  Wife  has  drank  it  for 
fome  Time  for  a  little  barking  Cough,  which  fhe 
has  had  thefe  three  Years  paft,  which  afflifts  her 
moft,  juft  as  fhe  gets  up  in  the  Morning  ;  and  fhe 
has  found  fuch  an  Abatement  of  it,  that  I  do  not 
doubt  but  in  a  little  Time  fhe  will  be  quite  free 
from  it.  If  thefe  Accounts  be  of  any  Ufe  to  the 
Publick,  and  a  fatisfadtory  Anfwer  to  your  Letter, 
it  will  fully  anfwer  the  Defign,  of,  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 

William  Ryves. 

94.  A  Letter  from  William  Connor,  Efq;  from 
Bandon  in  the  County  of  Cork,  dated  October  23, 
1744. 

SIR, 
I  am  favoured  with  your's  of  the  6th  Inflant, 
and  have  fince  communicated  the  fame  to  my  Bro- 
ther George  Connor,  who  is  the  Perfon,  you  heard, 
had  been  relieved,  in  a  fcorbutick  Diforder,  by  the 
Ufe  of  Tar- water;  for  which  he  is  full  of  Ac- 
knowledgments to  the  Author  of  Siris  ;  and,  (had 
not  the  Badnefs  of  the  Weather,  and  fome  other 
Accidents  in  his  Family  hitherto  prevented)  he  de- 
figned  e're  now  to  have  paid  his  Compliments  per- 
fonally  to  the  Bifhop  of  Cloyne,  and  have  acquaint- 
ed him  with  the  whole  Progrefs  of  his  Diforder, 
and  almoft   incredible  Benefit  he  had   received  in 

lefs 
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lefs  than  a  Month,  by  the  Ufe  of  that  moft  fove- 
reign  and  unjverfal  Remedy ;  for  which  Purpofe, 
he  defired  me  to  let  you  know,  that  he  intends 
waiting  on  his  Lordfhip  as  foon  as  he  can  conve- 
niently leave  home  j  there  are  feveral  other  In- 
ftances  in  this  Neighbourhood  of  Perfons  benefitted 
by  the  fame  Means,  but  none  more  fo  (that  I  have 
heard  of)  than  one  of  my  Daughters,  who  had  la- 
boured under  a  kind  of  hyfterick  and  nervous  Dif- 
order  for  fome  Months,  which  afflicted  her  with  a 
Palpitation  and  Difficulty  of  Breathing,  infomuch, 
that  fhe  frequently  imagined  fhe  was  expiring  j  of 
which  Complaint,  fhe  is  now  (God  be  praifed) 
quite  free,  and  attributes  her  Cure  folely  to  that 
moft  excellent  Remedy,  Tar-water,  having  received 
little  or  no  Benefit  from  any  Thing  elfe  •,  tho*  fhe 
had  been  under  a  Courfe  of  Medicines  for  fome 
Months  before  fhe  took  to  the  drinking  Tar-water, 
for  the  Difcovery  of  which  fhe  is  infinitely  obliged 
to  the  good  Bifhop  and  fo  is,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  Servant, 

Will.  Connora 
I 

95.  Mr.  George  Connor,  whofe  Name  is  menti- 
oned in  the  precedent  Letter,  having  been  pleafed 
himfelf  to  communicate  his  own  Cafe  and  Relief 
in  November,  1 744,  I  fhall  here  infert  the  Particu- 
lars  thereof,  which  fhew  the  wonderful  Powers  of 
Tar-water. 

Mr.  Connor  had  been  feveral  Years  afflicted  with 
a  fcorbutick  Diforder,  and  finding  no  Relief  here 
from  the  P*efcriptions  of  Phyficians,  he  went  to 
England,  where  he  made  ufe  of  the  Bath  and  other 
"Waters,  without  receiving  any  Benefit ;  upon  his 
Return  to  Ireland,  his  Diftemper  became  fo  violent 
and  increafed  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  his  Phyficians 
not  knowing  what  to  do  elfe,  were  for  fending  him 
to  Bath  again,  when  by  Chance  he  met  with  Siris, 

which 
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which  put  him  upon  the  making  and  drinking 
Tar-water,  which  quite  recovered  him  in  a  Month 
or  fix  Weeks  Time ;  his  Cafe  was  wonderful,  his 
Body  was  all  over  one  continued  Sore,  he  was  ob- 
liged to  fhift  himfelf  four  times  a  Day,  and  his 
Shirts  ftood  on  End,  ftiffened  by  Corruption  •,  his 
Limbs  and  Body  were  wrapped  up  in  Linen  fpread 
with  Suet,  to  keep  any  Thing  from  touching 
him. 

The  fharp  Humours  ufed  to  run  through  his 
Cloaths  on  the  Ground.  He  could  neither  digeft, 
Deep,  nor  reft.  The  firft  Effect  of  the  Tar-water 
was  that  an  incredible  Number  of  blind  Boils  ap- 
peared in  the  Skin  over  his  whole  Body,  and  very 
fore,  by  which  the  morbifick  Humour  was  driven 
to  the  outward  Parts,  and  by  conftant  drinking 
Tar-water,  theih  Boils  grew  milder,  and  by  De- 
grees healed  and  dried  away,  fo  that  in  lefs  than  fix 
Weeks,  he  was  quite  eafy,  and  he  attributes  his 
Cure  folely  to  Tar- water.  Upon  firft  taking  the 
Water,  he  was  very  coftive  for  feveral  t)ays,  which 
frightened  him,  and  made  him  take  fome  gentle 
opening  Purge.  But  this  rather  retarded  his  Cure, 
for  where  the  Tar-water  throws  out  the  Venom  in- 
to the  Skin,  it  mould  not  be  difturbed  by  the 
Revulfion  of  a  Purgative,  howfoever  fuch  calling 
out  may  naturally  produce  a  Coftivenefs.  Such 
Coftivenefs  is  not  to  be  reckoned  a  bad  Effect,  but 
a  good  Symptom  ;  it  fhews  that  Nature  is  throw- 
ing out  the  bad  Humours  through  the  Skin,  and 
not  by  Stool,  and  when  it  has  fufficiently  done  that 
Service,  in  which  it  ought  not  to  be  difturbed, 
the  Body  will  naturally  return  to  its  ufual  Difchargesj 
as  many  have  experienced, 


E  96.  A 
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96*.  A  Letter  from  Cornelius  Townfend  of  Betfbo- 
rough  near  Mallow  in  the  County  of  Cork,  Efay 
dated  the  ^oth  of  October,  1744. 

SIR, 

I  received  the  Favour  of  yours,  but  a  Hurry  of 
Bufmefs  prevented  my  anfwering  it  fooner ;  I  affure 
you,  1  never  had  it  in  my  Inclination  to  conceal  any 
Thing  that  I  thought  may  be  of  general  Ufe  to  Man- 
kind. Before  I  enter  on  the  Particulars  of  my  com- 
plicated Diforders,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  obferve  to 
you,  that  I  am  thoroughly  convinced,  from  my 
own  Experience,  and  my  Obfervations  on  others, 
that  nothing  yet  difcovered  Hands  fairer  for  being 
confidered  as  an  univerfal  Medicine  for  all  Difor- 
ders, than  Tar-water,  taken  as  lately  directed  by 
that  great  good  Man,  the  Bifhop  of  Cloyne,  in  his 
Treatife  on  the  Virtues  thereof.  As  to  my  own  Ex- 
perience, about  fifteen  Years  ago,  and  about  the 
3 2d  of  my  Age,  after  a  moil  remarkable  good 
Stock  of  Health  from  my  Infancy,  I  was  firft  feized 
with  a  violent  Heartburn,  and  foon  after  had  (light 
Fits  of  the  Rheumatifm,  which  in  a  few  Years  be- 
came very  violent,  and  then  getting  the  better  of 
my  often  envied  good  Conftitution,  a  moft  invete- 
rate Scurvy  appeared,  particularly  on  my  Temples, 
and  Forehead  ;  my  Fits  of  the  Rheumatifm  were  in 
the  Beginning  irregular,  and  did  not  hold  above  a 
Month  or  fix  Weeks  at  a  Time  j  but  about  eight 
Years  ago,  they  became  regular,  and  ufed  to  con- 
fine me  to  my  Bed  during  the  whole  Winter  and 
Spring,  and  always  began  with  a  light  Fever  and 
terrible  Head-ach,  which  generally  held  for  the  firft 
nine  or  ten  Days.  I  have  been  likewife  fubject  to 
a  Scurvy  in  my  Gums,  and  in  fpight  of  all  my 
Care,  apt  to  get  cold,  which  frequently  afflicted  my 
Lungs  and  Glands,  and  occafion^d  a  Deafnefs;  till 
about  three  Years  ago  by  the  Advice  of  the  prefent 
BiOiop  of  Killake,  I  began  the  Ufe  of  Tar-water, 

which 
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which  within  a  Month  carryed  off  the  Heart- burn  3 
and  foon  after  the  Scurvy  in  my  Gums,  Temples* 
©V.  began   to  leffen,  and  about  that  time  twelve 
Month,  was  quite  gone  ;  it  has  alfo  carryed  off  the 
Inflammation  of  my  Glands,  and  I  am  not  fo  apt  to 
get  cold,  or  be  very  deaf  as  formerly  5  and  when  * 
through   Careleffnes  of  myfelfj  it   happens  I  get 
either,  I  am  under  no  Apprehenfion  about  any  ill 
Confequences,  finding  that  honeft  Tar-water  does 
the  Bufinefs.  My  Fits  of  the  Rheumatifm,  fince  the 
Ufe  of  Tar- water,  have  indeed  been  as  tedious,  with 
as  great  a  Weaknefs  in  my  Knees  and  Ancles  as  ever4 
fo  that  I  am  not  able  to  ftand,  but  not  near  fo  pain- 
ful and  almofl  free  from  the  Fever  and  Head*ach 
I  have  mentioned.     I  am  now  under  a  Courfe  of 
bathing  my  Legs  in  warm  Tar- water,  by  Direction 
of  the  Bifhop  of  Cloyne,  and  hope  in  fome  Time  to 
be  able  to  give  you  an  Account  of  its  Succefs,     I 
fear  I  have  tired  your  Patience,  but  as  you  defired 
I  mould  be  particular  in  the  Account  of  my  Ail* 
ments,  I  muff  farther  let  you  know,  that  from  the 
Beginning  of  my  Diforders,  I  have  had  fuch  a  coflive 
Conftitution,  that  I  feldom  had  the  Benefit  of  Na* 
ture,  without  the  Help  of  Electuaries,  or  fome  other 
Openers ;    my  Fundament  was   fo  inflamed  with 
Piles,  that  I  was  Very  apprehenfive  of  a  Fiflula,  my 
Flefh  was  bloated  and  very  tender  every  where ;    J 
was  fubject  to  a  Palpitation  of  the  Heart,  Cramps, 
Meagrims,  &c.  from  all  which  (I  thank  God)  I 
am  quite  free  by  the  conflant  Ufe  of  Tar- water 
only. 

The  famous  Doctor  Barry  feveral  Years  ago,  put 
me  under  a  Courfe  of  Rhubarb  and  Sulphur,  to 
which  I  regularly  ftuck  for  upwards  of  two  Years  ; 
and  other  Phyficians  fince  put  me  under  different 
Courfes  of  Phyfick  for  my  Rheumatick  and  other 
Diforders,  but  all  to  no  manner  of  Purpofe. 

£  2  97.  As 
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97.  As  to  my  Obfervations  on  others,  a  Gentle- 
woman in  my  Family,  who  had  a  paralytick  Dis- 
order, and  the  Scurvy  to  a  great  Degree,  with 
many  Diforders  in  her  Stomach,  for  which  ihe  fluck 
to  the  Mallow  Waters  for  feveral  Seafons,  and  was 
only  for  the  Prefent  relieved  thereby,  and  my  Wife, 
who  has  been  tormented  with  the  Scurvy,  Hi- 
flericks,  &c.  are  both  recovered,  and  very  well  by 
the  Ufe  of  Tar-water. 

98.  One  Mrs.  Bujlid,  who  lives  near  Killmallock^ 
having  had  a  Heart-burn  for  fome  Years  to  fuch  a 
Degree,  that  in  her  Strainings,  Ihe  would  frequent- 
ly difcharge  Blood  out  of  her  Stomach  ;  fhe  wasfub- 
ject  to  a  racking  Pain  in  her  Bowels,  had  a  Ganger 
in  her  Mouth,  and  her  Teeth  were  all  loofe ;  fhe 
was  given  over  by  all  the  fkilful  Perfons  in  her 
Neighbourhood  ;  but,  hearing  of  the  great  Benefits 
I  received  by  the  Ufe  of  Tar- water,  began  to  drink 
it,  and  foon  found  herfelf  much  better.  Of  which 
an  Apothecary  in  Killmallock  having  had  an  Account, 
fenther  word,  that  fhe  was  ill  advifed  to  take  it  that 
way,  and  ordered  her  by  all  Means  to  mix  her  Tar 
with  hot  Water,  and  then  drink  it ;  which  fhe  ac- 
cordingly did  ;  but  it  operated  fo  violently  by  purg- 
ing up  and  down,  that  fhe  was  at  Death's  Door ; 
however,  fhe  afterwards  found,  that  taking  it  even 
that  way,  did  her  vaft  Service ;  me  is  now  perfectly 
recovered,  and  firmly  refolved  never  to  take  the 
Advice  of  an  Apothecary  again.  I  could  mention 
feveral  more,  who,  by  my  Advice,  in  various  Dif- 
orders, received  very  great  Benefit,  or  were  per- 
fectly cured  by  drinking  Tar- water;  in  fhort,  I 
make  it  my  Bu/inefs  to  recommend  it  to  all  my  Ac- 
quaintance, and  whatever  your  Diforders  are,  you 
may  fafely  take  it  ;  if  you  do,  I  don't  at  all  doubt 
but  you  will  foon  join  in  thePraife  of  Tar- water, 
with,  Sir, 

Your  moil  obedient  humble  Servant, 

Corn.  Tcwnfend. 
99-  M 
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99.  An  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  a  Pbyfcian,  whofe 
Name  I  am  not  at  Liberty  to  mention ;  communi- 
cated to  me  in  November,  1744. 
"  A  Man  of  about  thirty-five  Years  of  Age  con- 
fulted  me,  who  from  a  pleuritic  Diforder  imper- 
fectly cured,  fell  into  an  hectic  Fever,  attended 
with  a  defperate  Cough,  with  this  dreadful  Symp- 
tom, an  Ulcer  in  the  left  Lobe  of  his  Lungs ;  which 
plainly  appeared,  firft  from  his  being  at  firft  at- 
tacked by  the  Pleurify  in  the  left  Side,  Secondly, 
from  almoft  an  impoiTibility  of  lying  on  the  right 
Side.  Thirdly,  from  a  vaft  Heavinefs  and  fuffocat- 
ing  Burthen  he  complained  of  in  the  left  Part  of  his 
Thorax;  till  relieved  in  fome  Meafure  by  throwing 
up  a  vaft  Quantity  of  fetid  purulent  Matter,  inter- 
mixed with  pure  Blood,  and  (I  may  fay)  f anguine 
fpumofo)  fo  juftly  called  by  the  great  Hippocrates  ; 
which  Excretion  generally  happened  to  him  once  a 
Month  or  thereabouts,  and  which,  as  he  informed 
me,  had  always  like  to  have  fuffbcated  him.  This 
evacuated  Pus  muft  have  been  gathered  in  its  pro- 
per Veficula,  which  being  external  in  the  Lobe  was 
ufually  broke  by  a  ftrong  Fit  of  Coughing,  or  fome 
other  violent  Shock  of  Nature.  Upon  further  Exa- 
mination, I  found  he  had  cold  nocturnal  Sweats, 
and  almoft  all  the  Signs  of  the  Fades  Hippocratica. 
You  may  eafily  judge,  that  the  Prognostic  I  form- 
ed, was  very  doubtful,  as  his  Cafe  was  both  danger- 
ous and  difficult.  However,  I  ordered  him  imme- 
diately to  drink  Tar-water,  and,  as  the  Indication 
required,  I  prefcribed  fome  balfamic  and  detergent 
Pills,  befides  fome  Stomachic  Medicines,  as  he  al- 
moft entirely  loft  his  Appetite;  1  have  alio  ordered 
him  to  take  a  Ride,  Morning  and  Evening  conftant- 
ly.  I  can  now  with  great  Truth  and  Pleafure  allure 
you,  that  he  is  quite  recovered ;  which  I  muft  in 
Juft;ce  attribute  to  the  Tar- water,  as  the  lafl  Medi- 
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cines,  though  prefcribed  before  Tar-water,  had  little 
or  no  Effect.  I  have  tried  this  Medicine  of  Tar- 
water  in  two  Cafes  of  the  afthmatic  Kind,  and  in 
three  acute  ones,  in  all  which  it  has  had  wonderful 
Succefs." 

100.  An  Extraffi  of  a  Letter  from  Henry  Edg- 
worth  of  Lizard  in  the  County  of  Longford,  Efqy 
Member  of  Parliament ,  dated  the  10th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1744. 

16  I  mail   foon  be  able  to  fend  you  fome  very 
remarkable  good  Effects  of  Tar- water,  which  has 
been  taken  both  by  myfelf  and  two  others  of  my 
particular  Friends,  and  thofe  of  Judgment  and  good 
Senfe,   who  have  given  this  innocent,  ufeful,   and 
cheap  Medicine,  fair  Play.    I  can't  have  their  Leave 
to  mention  their  Names;   but  as  to  myfelf,  I  muft 
do  it  the  Juftice  as  to  fay,  that  few  Men  of  my  Age 
and  temperate  Way  of  Life,  I  believe,  have  been 
more  afflicted  with  the  Rheumatifm  ;  more  efpecial- 
ly  in  the  Winter  Seafon,  and  in  changeable  Weather: 
and  after  the  Violence  of  the  Fits  abated,  it  fre- 
quently and  almoft  thefe  fourteen  Years  pad,  (about 
which  Period  of  Time  I  was  firft  attacked  by  that 
inveterate  Enemy)  left  me  in  a  worfe  Condition, 
even  Fain  cannot  in  my  Apprehennons  in  any  Sort 
be  compared  to  theexceffive  Lownefsand  Dejection 
of  Spirits,  I  laboured  under  for  certain  Times,  more 
or  ki'sy  till  I  took  Tar-water  ;   and  though  my  Af- 
fairs would  not  permit  me  to  have  Recourfe  to  it  as 
regularly  as  I  ought,  yet  even  as  I  took  it,  it  has 
pleafed  God,  not  only  in  a  great  Meafure  to  miti- 
gate the  Violence  of  the  Fits  of  the  Rheumatifm, 
but  I  have  in  no  Sort  had  the  lead  Return  of  ajay 
Dejection  of  Spirits  this  whole  Winter.     I  am  no 
Bigot  of  any  Sort,  I  allure  you;  but  I  am  fully  per- 
fuaded  this  mofc  excellent  Remedy,  if  properly  pre- 
pared and  taken,  would  work  more  miraculous  Cures, 

than 
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than  ever  were  pretended  to  have  been  wrought  at 
the  Tomb  of  Thomas  a  Becket -,  and  has  more  real 
Virtue  in  it,  than  the  Touch  or  Blood  of  any  of  the 
Line  of  the  Stu-arts  whatever;  and  this  Account 
you  may  publifh  whenever  you  think  fit,  as  Truth 
and  Matter  of  FacV' 

10 1.  A  Letter  from  Charles  Tottenham  of  Totten- 
ham Green  in  the  County  of  Wexford,  Efq;  Mem- 
ber of  Parliament,  November  1 8,  1 744. 

"  For  the  good  of  the  Publick,  and  in  Honour 
of  the  Biffiop  of  Cloy  tie,  I  inform  you,  that  William 
Cooper,  my  Servant,  on  Tuefday  the  9th  of  laft 
October,  fell  ill  of  a  violent  Fever,  Stich  and  Pleu- 
rify;  on  Wednefday  and  Thurfday  was  .bled,  his 
Bloo'd  very  bad  each  Time,  on  Wednefday  Evening 
he  began  to  drink  warm  Tar- water,  and  by  Thurfday 
at  Noon,  had  drank  above  two  Quarts ;  at  which 
Time  his  Stich  and  Fever  left  him ;  he  fweated 
greatly  ;  a  bliflering  Piaifter  was  fent  for  on  Thurf- 
day Morning,  which  was  brought  to  the  Patient 
that  Evening,  but  finding  himfelf  eafy  would  not 
fuifer  it  to  be  apply ed ;  he  continued  free  from 
Pajn  till  Saturday  Morning,  at  which  Time  his 
Stich  returned,  his  Lungs  fo  greatly  oppreffed,  that 
he  could  fcarce  breath,  his  Infide  very  lore,  and  his 
Head  very  painful.  On  Saturday  Evening  a  buffer- 
ing Plaifter  was  put  on  between  his  Shoulders ;  he 
continued  very  ill  till  Sunday  Evening,  at  which 
Time  his  Blifter  began  to  run,  on  which  he  had 
immediate  Eafe,  and  continuing  to  drink  Tar- water, 
by  eleven  o'Clock  that  Night  his  Head  was  free 
from  Pain,  his  Stich  and  Cough  gone,  flept  well 
that  Night,  and  on  the  20th  of  the  fame  Month, 
was,  as  hearty  and  as  heal  as  ever.'  Said  William 
Cooper  is  between  fifty  and  fixty  Years  old,  has  had 
a  violent  Cough  and  bad  Lungs  thefe  thirty  Years 
pad,  until  now,  not  having  any  Cough,  Pain  within- 
E  4   '  fide, 
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fide,  or  Opprefiion  on  his  Lungs:  This  mould 
have  been  iboner  fent,  but  that  I  thought  it  pro- 
per to  wait,  and  know  whether  any  of  his  old  Dif- 
orders  returned  ;  they  did  not,  he  never  was  better 
nor  fo  fall  of  Spirits. 

P.  S.  It  is  to  be  obferved  that  the  Patient  drank 
Tar-Water  the  whole  Time." 

102.  A  Letter  from  Mr.  George  Johnfon,  a  young 
Officer  in  the  Army>  to  Thomas  Prior,  Efqy  dated 
the  15th  of  November,  1744. 

tc  I  was  greatly  afflicted  with  the  Bloody-flux 
from  February  1742-3.  to  the  Beginning  of  May, 
1744,  the  greateft  Part  of  which  Time,  I  was  {o 
ill,  that  I  was  not  expected  to  live,  nor  could  I  eat 
or  drink  any  Thing  that  would  flay  upon  my  Sto- 
mach ;  nor  had  I  any  Eafe  during  the  whole 
Time,  but  when  I  ufed  to  ride,  which  I  did 
three  or  four  Weeks  facceffively,  three  or  four 
,  Times  during  my  lllnefs,  on  Buiinefs ;  a  Week  or 
fix  Days  after  which,  I  was  tolerably  eafy,  and 
could  eat  pretty  hearty,  after  which  tho'  I  took 
feveral  -Things,  and  by  the  beft  Advice,  I  ftill 
grew  worfe.  •  I  was  advifed  to  take  Tar  water, 
which  I  did  once  a  Day  for  near  a  Week  in  the 
Beginning  of  Aprils  1744,  but  it  would  not  flay  on 
my  Stomach,  and  made  me  fick,  fo  I  left  it  off 
for  about  three  Weeks ;  but  continuing  to  grow 
worfe,  I  was  advifed  to  take  it  May  following,  which 
I  did  (I  thank  God)  with  Succefs,  for  by  taking  re- 
gularly twice  a  Day,  with  a  Dofe  or  two  of  Rhubarb 
during  the  Time  which  was  about  three  Weeks,  (I 
thank  God)  I  was  perfectly  well. 

N,  B.  I  feveral  Times  before  took  Rhubarb 
during  my  lllnefs  in  all  Shapes,  without  any  Be- 
nefit,'3 

103.  An 
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103 .  An  Extratt  of  a  Letter  from  the  Revered  Mr. 

Thomas  Collier  of  Aunfield  near  Rofs  in  the 

County  of  Wexford,  to  Thomas  Prior,  Efq\  dated 

January  24, 1744. 
SIR, 

I  have  had  it  often  in  my  Thoughts  to  commu- 
nicate to  you  a  particular  Account  of  the  Cafe  of 
the  Woman  mentioned  in  your  Letter,  and  of  fome 
others,  in  regard  to  the  Effects  of  Tar -water.  The 
poor  Woman  had  for  three  Years  before  ihe  drank  the 
Tar-wa^er,  been  troubled  every  Summer  with  very 
ugly  Blotches  and  Ulcers,  efpecially  on  her  Face  ; 
and  as  the  poor  People  about  me  generally  apply 
for  fome  Cure  or  other  for  their  Diforders,  I  advifrd 
her  to  a  Courfe  of  Marfh,  or  wild  Celery- Tea. 
This  gave  iome  Relief  for  the  Prefent,  but  fhe 
grew  worfe  in  the  main,  that  is,  every  Summer  the 
Ulcers  increafed  in  Number  and  Size,  fo  that  I 
advifed  to  the  Hofpital  in  Waterford.  Juft  as  I  had 
read  Siris,  fhe  came  to  my  Door,  her  Face  fwelled 
to  a  monftrous  Size,  hardly  any  Eyes  to  be  feen, 
and  in  as  loathfome  a  Way  as  ever  I  faw  one  in 
the  worn:  and  mod  difmal  Stage  of  the  Small-pox. 
She  told  me  fhe  was  dying,  and  begged  a  little 
Charity  from  me:  I  had  fome  Tar-water  juft  made 
for  myfelf,  and  I  made  her  take  along  with  her 
two  Qjarts,  and  defired  her  to  drink  them  off,  and 
come  to  me  again  ;  I  did  not  fee  her  for  a  Week, 
and  then  fhe  told  me,  fhe  had  tried  to  take  the 
Water,  and  it  was  fo  cold  on  her  Stomach,  that 
it  almoft  killed  her  ;  that  inftead  of  comforting  her, 
it  threw  her  into  a  cold  Sweat,  all  mortal  Symptoms. 
I  then  advifed  her  to  go  home  and  take  it  as  warm 
as  Ihe  could  poffibly  bear  it ;  (he  did  fo,  and  in  a  Week 
came  to  me  for  more  Water.  By  that  Time,  the 
Swelhng  had  much  fubfided,  and  fhe  could  fee  with 
both  her  Eyes.     I  then  gave  her  a  Gallon  or  Water 

more, 
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more,  and  In  about  a  Month  after  fhe  came  to  me 
quite  well,  no  Swelling  in  any  Part  of  her  Body, 
and  only  a  Rednefs  in  her  Face  juft  as  after  the 
Small-pox.  I  forgot  to  mention,  that,  when  fhe 
firft  came  to  me,  her  whole  Body  was  greatly  fwel- 
led ;  fhe  continued  well  till  laft  Summer,  when  fhe 
had  a  fmall  Return  of  the  Diforder,  which  was  cured 
the  fame  Way,  and  is  at  this  Time  feemingly  well. 
In  this  Cafe  the  Cure  was  prodigious,  and  what  I 
efteemed  almoft  miraculous,  becaufe  I  had  known 
the  Woman's  Ailment  a  long  Time  before  fhe  took 
the  Tar- water,  and  as  it  was  inveterate  and  of  a 
long  (landing,  I  thought  it  would  take  up  a  good 
deal  of  Time  and  Water,  if  fhe  could  be  cured  at 
all .  As  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  her  Diforder  was 
a  Scurvy  occaMoned  by  poor  Living  in  every  Senfe, 
and  this  in  its  laft  Stage  attended  by  a  Dropfy.  Her 
Name  is  Catherine  Dobbin. 

104.  The  next  Cafe  I  tried  was  for  a  violent  Pain 
in  the  Stomach,which  had  greatly  troubled  a  young 
Gentlewoman  of  my  Acquintance  for  about  a 
Twelve-month,  and  for  removing  which,  fhe  had 
taken  feveral  Things,  but  to  no  Purpofe;  one  Gallon 
of  Water  cured  her,  and  fhe  has  had  no  Complaint 
of  the  Kind  thefe  fourteen  Months  paft. 

105.  A  third  Patient  who  received  Benefit  by 
drinking  Tar-water,  was  an  old  labouring  Man, 
who  was  fo  weakened  by  a  long  dry  Cough,  that  ~ 
when  I  faw  him  I  took  him  to  be  on  the  extreme 
Verge  of  Life.  He  was  fo  weak,  that  he  was  affifted 
in  coming  a  Quarter  of  a  Mile  to  my  Houfe,  and 
was  obliged  to  flop  at  every  third  or  fourth  Step  : 
I  gave  this  Man  a  Pitcher  of  Tar-water,  and  in 
about  a  Month  he  came  to  me  to  know  if  Lhad  any 
Work  for  him,  his  Cough  quite  removed,  and  with 
a  ruddy  healthy  Countenance  ;  he  has  been  fince 
labouring  conflantly,  and  is  in  a  better  State  of 
Health  this  Moment,  than  he  was  for  any  time 

•     .  during 
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during  three  Years  before  he  took  the  Water.   His 
Name  is  Edmund  Dunfy. 

106.  Within  this  Month  paft  a  very  extraordina- 
ry Cure  has  been  owing  to  Tar-water :  A  Servant- 
Maid  in  this  Parifh,  was  feized  about  a  Month  paft 
with  a  violent  Itching  all  over  her  Body,  which  in 
three  or  four  Days  broke  out  all  over  her  in  wa- 
tery Puftules,  which  as  they  broke,  threw  out  a 
fcalding  fharp  corroding  Liquor,  which  burnt  the 
Skin  wherever  it  touched  it ;  fo  that  the  poor  Crea- 
ture was  almoft  diffracted :  But  prepoffeiTed  violently 
againft  Tar-water.  At  laft,  with  great  Perfuafion, 
fhe  was  prevailed  on  to  take  it,  and  by  the  time  me 
had  finimed  two  Bottles  the  Puftules  difappeared, 
and  flie  is  now  free  from  ail  the  Symptons,  and  in 
very  good  Health  :  The  common  People  called  rttlie 
St.  Anthony's  Fire,  but  I  can't  pretend  to  fay  what 
the  true  Name  of  the  Diforder  was.  If  any  thing 
cli"c  remarkable  mould  occur,  I  mail  make  bold  to 
let  you  know  it,  and  am, 

-Sir,  Your  moft  obedient  humble  Servant, 

Tho.  Collier, 

107.  A  Letter  from  Col.  Nicholas  Loftus,  cfhof- 
tus-hall  in  the  County  of  Wexford,  Efqy  Member 
of  Parliament^  to  Thomas  Prior,  Efq\  dated 
Feb.  the  jjl,  1 744. 

I  have  your  Favour  of  the  29th  of  Iaft  Month : 
I  have  drank  Tar- water  thefe  three  Months  paft, 
half  a  Pint  Morning  and  Evening,  with  great  Suc- 
cefs :  My  Diforder  was  fevere  Pains  in  all  my  Bones, 
and  particularly  in  my  Joints,  which  I  believe  were 
Rheumatick,  and  was  very  apprehenfive  of  a  Re- 
turn of  the  'Sciatica,  having  had  a  fevere  Fit  of  it 
laft  Spring.  I  had  a  Stiffnefs  in  my  Limbs,  which 
made  walking  very  uneafy  to  me :  Which  Exercife 
I  ufed  a  great  deal  of  before.    My  Pains  are  now 

all 
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all  vanifhed/and  I  can  walkfome  Miles  in  a  Morn- 
ing as  well  as  I  ever  did.  Some  in  my  Neighbour- 
hood have  taken  it,  for  a  Year  pad,  in  the  Gout, 
and  the  Fits  of  it  have  been  much  lighter  than  they 
had  been  many  Years  before. 

1 08.  I  have  a  Servant  who  had  a  very  violent 
Afthma,  who  I  made  drink  it,  and  he  hath  been 
fince  furprizingly  relieved  :  I  am  convinced  that  it  is 
very  good  for  many  Diforders  -,  I  have  found  it  very 
diuretick.  I  am  told,  that  you  are  aboutpublifhing 
fomething  about  it,  for  the  Good  of  the  Publick : 
As  you  deferve  their  Thanks  in  many  Inftances,  pray 
accept  of  theCe,  particularly  from,  Dear  Sir, 

Your  moff.  obedient  humble  Servant, 

Nicholas  Loftus. 

109.  A Letter  from  Peyton  Fox,  Efq;  of  Weftmeath* 
to  Thomas  Prior,  Efq;  dated  Feb.  fjfo  15/^,1744. 
Dear  SIR, 
I  had  Yefterday  the  Favour  of  your's  of  the  29th 
of  lafb  Month  ;  and  according  to  your  Defire   ac- 
quaint you,  that  for  thefe  feveral  Years  paft,  I  have 
been  fubjecl  to  great  Colds;  but  laft  Winter  I  had 
fuch  a  violent  Cold  and  Cough,  as  confined  me  with- 
in Doors  for  five  Months,  and  found  not  the  leaft 
Benefit  from  Remedies,  of  which  I  took  a  vaft  Quan- 
tity :  But  when  I  got  the  good  Bifhop's  Siris,  I 
took  the  Tar-water,  which  perfectly  recovered  me, 
and  do  not  find  I  am   fo  apt  to  get  cold  as  I  was. 
My  Stomach  is  not  extraordinary  good,  but  much 
better  than  it  was.     Within  thefe  three  Months  I 
got,  by  venturing  too  much  in  my  Garden  in  cold 
Weather,  two  Colds ;   but  the  Tar-water,  in  a  few 
Days,  carried  them  off  without  fevere  coughing. 
Since  I  firii  took  the  Tar-water,  I  have  not  had  the 
leaft  Touch  of  the  Gout,  and  my  Spirits  are  more 
lively  :  I  look  on  my  Cure  to  be  the  more  extraordi- 
nary, confidering  my  great  Age,  being  feventy-four. 

I  hear 


fAR-WA?  E  /?.  6r 

I  hear  of  many  who  have  received  Benefit  by  the 
Tar- water,  but  can't  be  particular :  If  I  hear  of  any 
worth  acquainting  you  with,  I  will ;  and  affureyour- 
felf,  I  am, 

Dear  Sir,  Your  molt  humble  Servant, 

Pey.  Fox. 

no.  A  Letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Roger  Lyndon,  of 
Ballyfax  in  the  Comity  ?/Kildare,  March  2  6, 1 744. 

Dear  SIR, 

I  had  the  Favour  of  your  Letter  by  laft  Poft,  de- 
firing  I  would  inform  you  concerning  my  drinking 
Tar-w,ater,  and  the  good  Effect  it  hath  had  on  me. 

Laft  Summer,  and  fometimes  before,  I  found  my- 
felf  under  feveral  Diforders,  as  Gravel,  Pains  in  my 
Back,  confining  me  fome  fhort  Times  to  my  Bed  ; 
great  want  of  Appetite,  frequent  Dizzinefs  in  my 
Head,  unfeafonable  Sleepinefs,  Sorenefs  in  my  Gums, 
and  the  loofening  and  falling  of  fome  of  my  Teeth, 
infomuch  that  I  could  fcarcely  chew  my  Meat ;  and 
by  fuch  great  Uneafinefs  in  my  Mouth,  I  was  often 
reduced  to  Broths,  and  other  foft  Aliments.  All 
thefe  Diforders,  I  was  informed,  proceeded  from  the 
Scurvy  •,  and  therefore  I  was  refolved  to  try  the  Be- 
nefit of  the  fo  much  talk'd-of  Tar-water.  I  began 
to  drink  it,  purfuant  to  all  the  Rules,  laft  Michael- 
mas \  and  have  continued  it  to  the  middle  of  this 
Month,  without  Intermiffion  :  I  was  from  the  be- 
ginning very  exact  in  keeping  up  to  Difcipline,  and 
therefore  foon  found  the  Benefit ;  and,  I  blefs  God, 
have  not,  in  the  Jeaft  Degree,  felt  any  of  the  Difor- 
ders before-mentioned:  I  can  walk  great  lengths ; 
have  a  eonftant  and  good  Appetite ;  can  eat  my 
Meat,  with  Teeth  as  well-faftened  and  eafy  in  my 
Mouth,  as  I  could  for  fome  Years  paft.  This,  Sir, 
is  in  Fact  all  I  have  to  acquaint  you  with,  the  Argu- 
ings  i  leave  to  better  Judgments  i  and  if  you  think, 
this  Account  may  be  of  any  Service  to  others,  you 

may 
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may  (as  you  have  defired)  communicate  it,  in  what 
manner  you  pleafe,  to  fo  good  an  End.   I  am,  Sir, 
Your  affectionate  humble  Servant, 

Roger  Lyndon, 

in.  A Letter  from  John  Ufher,  0/Lifmore  in  the 
County  of  Water  ford,  Efqy  dated  from  Lifmore, 
Feb.  the  4th,  1744,  to  Thomas  Prior,  Efq-, 

In  Performance  of  my  Promife,  I  fend  you  the 
two  following  Cafes,  which  happened  lately,  and 
may  be  relied  upon.    A  Soldier  in  Capt.  Burjlon's 
Company,  in  General  Frampton's  Regiment,  whofe 
Name  I  cannot  learn,  tho'  he  was  fome  time  in  this 
Town,  being  afflicted  with  a  fpitting  of  Blood  and 
purulent  Matter,  for  a  confiderable  Time  (which 
Diforder  was  occafioned  by  a  Peripneumony  or  Pleu- 
rify,  tho9  he  could  not  tell  which,  having  had  it  be- 
fore he  came  to  Quarters  to  Dungarvan,  about  two 
Years  ago)  and  having  alfo  a  violent  Cough  and 
ftrong  Night-fweats,  Symptoms  of  a  deep  Decay, 
which  quite  emaciated  him,    Mr.  Charles  Smithy 
Apothecary  in  that  Town,  ordered  him  to  drink 
Tar- water,  which  was  made  with  Lime-water,  in- 
ftead  of  common  Water,  knowing  Lime-water  to 
be  a  great  Dryer  of  Ulcers  :    He  had  not  ufed  it 
long,  when  he  found  his  Cough  and  other  Symp- 
toms left  him  entirely,  and  in  a  fhort  time  he  grew 
furprizingly  fat  and  healthy." 

112.  Richard  Kearney,  Servant  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Barb  on  in  Dungarvan,  was  for  many  Years  afflicted 
with  a  Cough  and  Difficulty  of  Breathing,  which 
arrived  at  length  to  a  confirmed  and  violent  Afthma, 
fo  that  upon  the  lead  PrefTure  of  the  Atmofphere 
he  was  conftantly  vifited  with  his  Diforder,  and  dis- 
abled from  rendering  his  Mafter  any  Service:  About 
four  Months  fince,  by  the  Perfuafion  of  his  Mafter, 
he  began  to  drink  Tar- water  •,  and  had  not  ufed  it 
above  a  Fortnight,  when,  to  his  Surprize,  he  found 

a  great 
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a  great  Heat  and  Scalding  in  his  Urine,  and  a  Go- 
norrhea of  a  mod  virulent  Colour  enfued,  which  fo 
frighted  him,  that  he  left  offdrinking  the  Tar- water, 
attributing  thefe  Symptoms  to  the  Ufe  of  it ;  but 
upon  his  Matter's  urging  him  to  it,  he  again  took 
to  the  Ufe  of  it,  when,  in  about  a  Month,  not  only 
thefe  Symptoms  left  him  entirely,  but,  in  a  great 
meafure,  his  Cough  and  Afthma.  He  ftill  ufes  the 
Tar-water,  and  is  much  recruited  in  both  his 
Strength  and  Flefh,  infomuch  that  laft  Week  he 
walked  up  a  fteep  Hill  at  the  Back  of  the  Caftle 
here,  nimbly  and  in  a  few  Minutes,  which,  he  af- 
fured  me,  before  he  took  the  Tar- water,  he  could 
not  crawl  up  in  an  Hour.  The  above  Charles  Smith 
enquired  of  him,  whether  formerly  he  had  notfome 
venereal  Taint,  which  he  did  not  deny,  and  he  at- 
tributes the  above  Symptoms  to  fome  Remains  of 
that  Diftemper,  which  the  Tar- water  carried  off;  it 
wrought  him  and  ftill  doth  much  by  Urine.  Thefe 
two  mail  fuffice  for  this  time ;  in  my  next  you  Ihali 
have  more  on  the  fame  Subject,  from 

Your  mod  humble  Servant, 

John  Ujher. 
113.  The  faid  Mr.  JJJher  having  alfo  communi- 
cated the  Effects  and  Virtues  of  Spruce-beer,-  which 
he  juftfy  reckons  to  be  a  Kind  of  Tar- water,  both 
proceeding  from  the  Juices  of  the  Fir  Kind  :  I  fhali 
beg  Leave  to  infert,  in  this  Place,  the  Particulars 
thereof:  He  writes  "  that  having  an  Eftate  on  the 
Coaft  in  the  County  ol  Water f or  d^  from  whence  ma- 
ny of  his  Tenants  go  yearly  to  the  Fifhery  of  New- 
foundland^ he  frequently  obferved,  that  fuch  of  them 
as  went  out  meagre  and  pale,  like  Skeletons,  and 
troub'led  with  Itch  and  Scurvy,  always  returned  fat, 
with  ruddy  Complexions  and  great  Health,  not- 
withstanding their  great  Fatigues  there  ;  and  on 
Enquiry  into  the  Cauie  thereof,  he  found  that  they 
all  attributed  their  Recovery  to  their  conftant  drink- 
ing 
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ing  of  Spruce-beer  while  they  are  there ;  that  a<» 
foon  as  they  arrive  there,  they  cut  the  Branches  of 
the  Mack  Spruce  Fir,  which  is  the  only  Fir  made  ufe 
of  there  for  Spruce- beer,  and  therewith  make  their 
Beer  in  the  manner  mentioned  hereafter  ;  and  this 
Practice  of  making  and  drinking  Spruce-beer,  they 
continue  during  the  Time  they  flay  there,  and  in 
their  Return,  and  bring  great  Quantities  of  the 
Branches  with  them  to  make  Spruce-beer  after  their 
Arrival,  which  they  are  very  fond  of ;  andnotwith- 
ilanding  they  Jive  on  fait  Provifions  many  Months, 
and  have  frequently  thick  Fogs  on  the  Banks,  yet 
they  are  no  way  troubled  with  Scurvy,  Itch,  or  any 
Eruptions  whatfoeverv  owing,  as  they  fay,  to  the 
conf:ant  drinking  Spruce-beer.  They  fay  farther,  that 
the  People  are  very  prolific,  and  that  no  Part  of  the 
World  has  fo  many  Children  as  St.  John's  in  New- 
foundland, confidering  the  Number  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants ;  probably  this  may-be  owing  to  the  conftant 
Ufe  of  Spruce- beer,  or  their  living  fo  much  on  Fifh, 
or  both." 

114.  'The  Way  of  making  Spruce-beer  in  Newfound- 
land, as  communicated  from  the  Fijhermen  to .  Mr. 
Ufner.  , 

Let  fixteen  Gallons  of  Water  be  well  boiled  in  a 
Pot,  along  with  a  good  Quantity  of  the  Branches  of 
the  black  fpruce  Fir  cut  into  fhort  Pieces,  as  much 
as  will  fill  the  Pot  •,  it  will  take  three  or  four  Hours 
boiling,  and  the  Method  to  know  when  it  is  boiled 
enough,  is  when  the  Bark  of  the  Spruce  flips  readily 
off  the  Sticks  between  your  Fingers.  The  Spruce  is 
then  taken  out,  and  a  Gallon  of  MolafTes  put  to  the 
"Water,  which  is  fufficient  to  make  a  fixty  Gallon 
Cafk,  and  proportionably  a  greater  Quantity  of  Mo- 
lafTes for  a  larger  Cafk.  The  Water  is  then  to  be 
well  ftirred  and  well  boiled  once  after  the  MolafTes 
is  put  to  it ;  it  muft  then  be  put  into  a  Cafk,  which 

is 
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Is  to  be  filled  up  with  cold  Water,  and  to  be  very 

well  ftirred  with  a  Stick  at  the  Bung,  and,  by  the 

Help  of  the  Grounds  remaining  in  the  Calk  from  a 

former  Brewing,  will  immediately  ferment,  and  the 

next  Day  the  Bung  is  to  be  clofed  up,  and  the  Day 

following  it  will  be  fit  for  Ufe.     But  if  you  have  no 

Grounds  of  a  former  Brewing,  then  put  a  fmall 

Quantity  of  Barm  to  it,  which  will  in  one  Night's 

Time  fufficiently  ferment  it ;  next  Morning  clofe  it 

up,  and  it  will  be  fit  for  Ufe  the  Day  following,  and 

will  hold  good  a  Fortnight.    But  if  you  would  make 

Spruce-beer  to  Jaft  feveral  Months,  then  you  mud 

add  a  greater  Quantity  of  Molaffes   two  or  three, 

or  more  Gallons,  and  more  Spruce  to  give  it  a 

ftronger  Body. 

115.  A  Letter  from  John  Ufher  of  Lifmore,  in  the 
County  of  Waterford,  Efq;  dated  April  the  6th 
1 745,  to  Thomas  Prior,  Efq; 

The  conftant  Employment,   I  have  here,    has 
hindred  me  from  collecting  Cafes  relating  to  Tar- 
water  ;  however,  you  fhall  have  fome  in  a  Poft  or 
two :  My  own  is  worth  taking  Notice  of,  and  is  as 
follows.     I  have  been,  for  twelve  or  fourteen  Years, 
troubled  with  a  Diforder  in  my  Nerves-,  it  came  on 
gradually,  but  at  kit  to  fuch  a  Pitch,  that  there  was 
feldom  a  Night  that  I  have  not  been  obliged  to  get 
out  of  my  Bed,  and  walk  about  the  Room  for  fome 
,  Minutes,  before  I  could  compofe  myfelf  to  Reft  j 
efpecially  on  the  ieaft  Excefs  in  Drinking,  or  the 
leaft  Cold.  As  I  was  ready  to  drop  afieep,  my  Mind 
ufed  to  be  extremely  agitated,  in  a  manner  not  to 
be  defcribed  :    I  ufed  to  feel  at  the  fame  time  a 
Thrilling  down  my  Thighs,  and  a  Defire  to  ftretch, 
as  in  an  Ague  Fit,  which  relieved  me  for  that  Mo- 
ment :  The  Bed  was  then  intolerable  to  me,  nor  could 
I  find  any  Relief  but  by  getting  up  and  walking 
about  thos  I  have  bore  it  with  the  utmoft  Pain  for 

F  above 
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above  an  Hour.     I  was  at  Spa,  and  took  all  the 
nervous  Medicines  from  divers  Phycifians  to  noPur- 
pofe.     Doctor  Lacky's  Advice  concurred  with  my 
own  Inclinations,  to  induce  me  to  drink  Tar- water  ; 
and  I  folemnly  affirm,  that  in  a  Fortnight's  drink- 
ing it,  I  never  had  a  Tingle  Return  of  it  from  that 
Day  to  this,  which  has  made  my  Life  comfortable, 
as  I  ufed  before  to  dread  the  Approach  of  Night. 
This  I  the  rather  infift  on,  as  I  am  very  fure  I  never 
drank  a  Drop  of  good  Tar- water :  For  a  Cafk  of  Tar 
I  had  from  Cork,  I  am  now  confident,  had  been  all 
ufed  before  ;  and  I  am  now,  to  my  great  Concern, 
obliged  to  difcontinue  it  for  want  of  good  Tar  •,  for 
there  is  not  a  Drop  to  be  had  in  Cork  that  is  good ; 
and  I  have  had  Complaints  from  the  good  Bilhop 
On  that  Head :  However,  I  have  had  no  Return  of 
my  Diforder. 

1 1 6.  P.  S.  I  am  not  at  Liberty  to  mention  the 
Names  to  you  of  two  Women  that  have  been  cured 
of  an  inveterate  Fluor  albus,  even  by  bad  Tar- water, 
and  in  a  Ihort  Time ;  in  fuch  Diforders  Names  are 
not  to  be  mentioned,  but  I  am  thoroughly  convinced 
of  the  Facts,  and  have  as  much  Evidence  as  the  Na- 
ture of  them  will  admit.  I  mail  for  the  prefent 
conclude  this  long  Letter  with  alluring  you,  that  I 
am  yours,  &c, 

i\  j.  A  Letter  from  Mr.  Lewis  Lloyd  of  Kinfale, 
dated  March  the  8tb,  1744. 

A  poor  Labourer  of  this  Town,  rendered  incapable 
to  get  his  Bread,  by  a  rnoft  violent  Itch  that  feized 
both  Legs  -,  after  the  Advice  of  Doctors,  Surgeons 
and  Apothecaries,  and  the  laft  Expedient,  Saliva- 
tion, proved  ineffectual,  being  advifed  to  rub  the 
Sores  with  Tar-water,  was  in  three  or  four  Days 
perfectly  cured,  to  the  great  Surprize  of  thofe  who 
had  before  adminiftred  to  him. 

in.  A 
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1 1 8 .  ./f  Letter  from  the  Reverend  Dean  Ifaac  Gervais 
of  Lifmore  in  the  County  of  Waterford,  dated 
May  the  8  th,  1745. 

I  have,  for  a  confiderable  Time,  been  prevented 
by  many  incidental  Avocations,  from  communicat- 
ing a  Cafe,  as  much  to  the  Honour  of  Tar- water,  as 
perhaps  any  yet  publickly  known,  and  the  more  fo, 
in  that  it  is  the  only  Inftance  of  that  Nature  I  have 
heard  of. 

Being  in  Waterford,  fome  time  in  July  laft,  I  ad- 
vifed  a  Sifter  of  mine,  now  in  Years,  who  had  been 
long  afflicted  with  an  inveterate  Rheumatiftn,  to  the 
Ufe  of  Tar- water,  which  (he  readily  complied  with  ; 
fo  that,  having  a  Call  there  about  feven  Weeks  fince, 
I  had  the  Pleafure  of  feeing  her  ftrong  enough  to 
meet  me  on  the  Stairs  without  Stick,  without  which, 
for  a  long  time,  fhe  was  not  able  to  walk  acrofs  her 
Room. 

119.  That  is  not  all,  but  an  ufual  Effect  of  it ;  for 
befides,  fhe  had,  for  near  two  Years  before,  been 
grievoufly  tormented  with  a  cruel  and  unquenchable 
Thirfl,  to  which  the  other  Diforder  was  nothing,  in 
Comparifon.  It  was  become  the  Plague  of  her 
Life.  She  had  by  fcrupulous  Care,  and  Choice  of 
Diet,  the  Advice  of  Neighbours  and  Acquaintance, 
and  others,  pretending  to  more  Skill,  done  all  that 
could  poffibly  be  devifed  to  get  the  better  of  it;  but 
all  in  vain,  till,  by  the  Blefting  of  God  on  the  Ufe 
of  Tar- water,  her  Thirfb  gradually  leffened  •,  fo  that 
at  prefent,  fhe  is  perfectly  eafy,  and  fo  effectually 
cured,  as  fhe  feems  almoft  to  have  loft  her  Appe- 
tite to  drink  itfeif  •,  though  not  yet  quite  relieved  from 
the  other  Diforder,  yet  fhe  bears  it  patiently,  it  be- 
ing eafy  in  Comparifon  of  the  Torment  ihe  has  got 
rid  of.    I  am  yours, 

If.  Gervais. 

F  2  SIR, 
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June  1 8, 1745. 
SIR, 

In  Compliance  with  your  Requeft,  I  fend  you 
the  following  Account  of  certain  Perfons  in  my 
Neighbourhood,  who  have  received  Benefit  by  drink- 
ing Tar- water.  Many  others,  about  me,  have 
taken  it  to  good  Effect  •,  but  I  mention  none  but 
fuch  whofe  Maladies  and  Cures  fell  within  my  own 
Knowledge.     I  am, 

Sir,  your  very  affectionate  humble  Servant, 

Benj.  Everard. 

An  Account  of  certain  Perfons,  near  Bleflington  in- 
the  County  of  Wicklow,  who  have  received  Bene' 
Jit  by  drinking  'Tar-water,  to  wit. 

120.  Catherine  Cardy,  forty-one  Years  of  Age, 
troubled  with  a  Cough,  Stuffing  in  her  Cheft,  and 
Shortnefs  of  Breath,  all  the  Winter  of  1742,  not 
free  from  thefe  Complaints  in  the  Summer  of  1743-, 
and  feeling  them  all  more  feverely  in  the  following 
Winter  ;  but  in  the  Spring  of  1744,  affected  with 
them  all  in  the  higheft  Degree,  labouring  under  a 
Difficulty  of  Breathing,  without  Appetite,  not  be- 
ing able  to  work  or  walk,  or  lie  down  at  Night, 
getting  little  or  no  Sleep,  her  Body  emaciated,  her 
Breaft,  Neck  and  Face,  fwelled  ;  and  her  Lips 
black,  and  fcarce  able  to  fpeak.  She  began  with 
Tar- water  the  4th  of  April  1744,  and  thought  her- 
felf  recovered  with  drinking  fix  Bottles  ;  but  findr 
ing  a  Streightnefs  in  her  Breaft,  after  leaving  it  off 
four  Days,  me  took  two  Bottles  more,  and  became 
quite  well. 

The  firfl  Morning  after  taking  it,  me  fpit  a 
Quart  of  tough  Phlegm  and  ropy  Matter,  after 
much  Coughing.  She  coughed  for  ten  Mornings 
after  with  lefs  and  lefs  fpitting :  In  this  time  her 
Complaints  wore  off;  in  three  Days  fhe  could  lye 
down  in  her  Bed,  and  fleep  all  Night;  her  Sto- 
mach 
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mach  came  to  her,  and  fhe  recovered  her  Strength 
and  Freedom  of  Breathing;  lb  that,  on  the  eighth 
Day,  fhe  walked  a  Mile  up  Hill,  and  back  again, 
without  being  difordered,  and  towards  the  latter 
"End  of  May,  was  able  to  bear  the  Fatigue  of  nur- 
fing  a  Foundling  Child,  left  at  her  Door,  and  walk- 
ed with  it  feven  times  in  that  Month,  to  and  from 
Bleffington,  which  is  a  Journey  of  more  than  three 
Miles.  She  pafTed  fhe  laft  Winter  and  Spring 
without  any  other  Diforder  than  a  Cough,  at  odd 
times,  upon  catching  Cold ;  which  was  always  re- 
moved by  a  Bottle  or  two  of  Tar- water. 

121.  James  Dooling,  Labourer,  aged  about  thir- 
ty-five Years,  taken  with  a  Fever  in  the  Spring  of 
1 744,  which  increafed  with  threatening  Symptoms, 
particularly  a  Looienefs,  fo  that  his  Life  was  def- 
paired  of:  On  the  9th  .Day  Tar- water  was  given 
him,  and  on  the  13th  the  Fever  turned  ;  in  a  Week 
after  he  got  out  of  Bed,  and  walked  about  his  Cab- 
bin  ;  in  about  another  Week  he  went  abroad,  and 
foon  after  fell  to  his  Work,  looking  clear  and  rud- 
dy, and  of  a  healthful  Countenance. 

122.  Anne  OJborn,  about  fifty  Years  old,  trou- 
bled with  Stitches  at  times,  for  four  or  five  Years, 
kept  her  Bed  for  three  Months  in  the  Winter  of 
1743,  labouring  under  Stitches,  a  Cough,  and 
Shortnefs  of  Breath,  without  Appetite  or  Sleep,  and 
worn  away  to  Skin  and  Bone,  drank  Tar-water, 
Night  and  Morning,  the  Beginning  of  April  1744, 
and  with  eight  Bottles  was  perfectly  recovered.  At 
firft,  fhe  threw  up  a  great  deal  of  foul  Stuff  from 
her  Stomach  :  In  three  takings  her  Stitches  left  her ; 
fhe  foon  recovered  her  Appetite  and  Reft,  and  was 
able  to  lye  down  in  Bed  ;  her  Cough  ceafed,  fhe 
gained  Flefh  and  Strength,  and  walked  abroad  in 
three  Weeks  Time. 

123.  Eleanor  Dowling,  aged  about  thirty-five 
Years,  troubled  with  a  hard  dry  Cough  for  ten 

F  3  Years 


7©  The  Effetis  of 

Years  together,  worn  away  by  it  greatly,  and  trou* 
bled  with  a  Wheezing  and  Shortnefs  of  Breath,  by 
drinking  Tar- water  in  the  Summer  of.  1744,  all  the 
above  Complaints  wore  off  equally  to  her  Surprize 
and  Joy  ;  which  ihe  expreffed  by  faying,  "  That 
"  if  fhe  had  twenty  Cows,  inftead  of  two,  fhe 
*'  would  have  parted  with  them  all,  to  have  become 
"  as  well  as  a  few  Gallons  of  Tar- water  had  made 
"  her. 

124.  Joan  Ar die,  a  Gatherer  of  Rufhes  for  Can- 
dles, fluffed  up  and  choaked  with  a  Cough,  without 
Stomach  or  Sleep,  and  her  Hufband  affected  much 
the  fame  way,  both  cured  by  two  Bottles  of  Tar- 
water  :  They  are  aged  Perfons. 

125.  Lawrence  Kane,  Pedlar,  about  fifty  Years 
old,  laboured  under  an  Ague,  about  Hollandtide, 
1 743,  which  was  followed  by  a  fevere  Cough,  that 
held  him  for  fix  Months ;  he  drank  but  two  Bot- 
tles of  Tar- water  in  May  1744,  and  found  himfelf 
perfectly  recovered. 

126.  Bryan  Mee  troubled  with  a  Pain  in  his  Sto- 
mach, and  Lofs  of  Appetite,  cured  with  one  Bot- 
tle of  Tar- water. 

127.  Three  Children,  in  one  Family,  between 
fix  and  eight  Years  old,  took  the  Small-pox  in  the 
Summer  of  1744,  and  came  very  fafe  and  well 
through  the  Diftemper,  without  any  other  Prepara- 
tion or  Medicine  than  Tar-water,  which  they  had 
drank  conftantly  from  April  foregoing,  and  conti- 
nued to  drink  it  during  the  whole  Time  of  their 
Illnefs,  except  about  two  Days,  when  the  Pock  in 
their  Mouths  and  Throats  became  fore,  and  broke, 
and  fmarted  by  the  Tar-water  -9  they  have  gone  on 
drinking  Tar-water  ever  fince  without  any  Reluc- 
tance to,  or  Mifchief  from  it ;  on  the  contrary, 
they  fall  a  crying,  if  by  any  Accident,  they  do  not 
get  it  at  the  ufual  Times  -,  and  by  the  conlrant  Ufe 
thereof,  one  of  them  hath  been  kept  from  the  Re- 
turns 
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turns  of  a  threatening  Fever,  to  which  he  was  fub- 
ject,  and  had  been  feized  by  it  three  Times  in  the 
fpace  of  fix  Months.  Another  was  troubled  with 
Lumps  under  his  Jaw,  and  other  glandular  Swell- 
ings, which  have  abated  fince  his  drinking  Tar- 
water,  and  are  now  almoflgone  ;  and  all  the  three, 
fince  their  drinking  Tar-water,  have  better  Stomachs 
and  more  Spirits,  and  are  much  freer  from  Coughs 
and  Colds  than  formerly,. 

128.  A  Letter  from  a  Gentleman  of  Char  after  and 
Integrity,  who  de fires  his  Name  might  not  he  men~ 
Honed,  dated  June  the  18th,  1745,  to  Thomas 
Prior,   Efqi 

What  Mr.  Arthur  Hill  told  you,  of  the  Benefit 
I  have  received  by  Tar- water,  is  fo  much  Fact,  that 
I  now  enjoy  a  very  good  State  of  Health,  compared 
with  what  I  had  for  feveral  Years  pail,  owing  entire- 
ly, under  God,  to  that  eafy,  ufeful  Medicine,  as  I 
have  Reafon  to  believe. 

As  you  defire  a  particular  Account  of  my  Diforder 
and  the  Relief  I  have  had  from  it,  I  think  it  is  but 
imitating  the  Benevolence  of  the  Author,  to  give 
you  that  as  diftinctly  as  I  can,  in  hopes  the  fame 
may  prove  ufeful  to  others  in  the  like  Circum- 
ftances. 

129.  You  muff,  know  then,  that  about  twenty- 
five  Years  ago,  I  had  the  firft  regular  Fit  of  the 
Gout,  which  ufed  to  lay  me  up  frequently  after,  in 
Autumn  and  Spring  efpecialiy ;  but  never  affected 
me  higher  than  my  Feet  or  Ancles,  until  1738, 
when  I  was  feized  with  a  mofl  violent  Fever,  which 
occafioned  my  being  feverely  blifter'd  on  my  Legs, 
which  gave  the  Humours  a  Courfe  that  Way,  and 
being  mixed  with  gouty  Matter,  prevented  the  . 
Sores,  made  by  the  Bliiters,  from  healing,  though 
all  Care  was  taken  by  the  Phyficians  for  that  End  : 
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After  I  recovered  from  my  Fever,  it  was  thought 
that  this  prevented  the  regular  Fits  of  the  Gout, 
which  I  ufed  to  have,  and  made  it  fly  about  my  Bo- 
dy and  Head,  from  whence  Indigeflion,  Lownefs  of 
Spirits  and  Sweatings  followed 4    and  at  length  I 
ufed  to  be  frequently,  feized  with  a  Giddinefs  or 
Swimming  in  my  Head,    efpecially  after  eating, 
which  would   continue  until    I  had  lighten'd  my 
Stomach  by  puking  :    In  hopes  to  get  better  Relief 
for  thefe  Diforders  from  the  Phyficians  in  Town,  I 
went  to  Dublin  in  1742,  and  by  the  Directions  of 
two  there,  juftly.efteemed  for  their  Knowledge,  I 
went  through  a  continued  Courfe  of  gentle  Phyfick, 
and  was  forbid  every  Thing  of  Nouriihment,   but 
light,    white  Meats,  and  a  little  Port-wine,  until 
Summer  1743,  when  they  ordered  me  a  Courfe  of 
Spa  Water  with  Exercife.     Thefe  Rules  i  obferved 
pretty  carefully,  and  found  myfelf  a  good  deal  re- 
liev'd  from  my  Lownefs  of  Spirits,  and  the  Giddi- 
nefs in  my  Head,  until  the  Autumn  following, when 
1  had  a  fevere  Return  of  both,  to  which,  I  believe, 
my  great  Hurry  and  Fatigue  contributed  not  a  lit- 
tle.    This  put  me  under  a  NeceiTity  of  returning  to 
my  Courfe  of  Phyfick  during  the  Winter  1 743,  and 
until  May  1744,  when  I  read  the  worthy  Bifhop's 
elaborate  Treatife  on  Tar-water,  of  which  (tho'  in 
many  Parts  too  refined  for  my  Knowledge)  I  under- 
ftood  fo  much,  as  convinced   me  .of  its  Ufefulnefs, 
and  the  kind  Defign  of  the  Author;  whereupon  I 
altered  my  Intention  from  Spa,  to  Tar-water,   and 
drank  about  Half  a  Pint  in  the  Morning,  and  as 
much  in  the   Evening,  with  due  Regard  to.   the 
Rules  prefcribed,  as-' to  not  eating  before  or  after 
for  two  Flours ;  which  produced  a  regular  and  pret- 
ty fharp  Fit  of  the   Gout  in  my  Feet  and  Ancles, 
foon  after  I  began  the  Courfe,  and  feem'd  to  warm 
me    and   increafe   my   Sweatings.     In  about   two 
Months  after  I  had  a  Return  of  the  Gout,  but  much 
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gentler,  and  my  Sweatings  abated.     Then  I  had  a 
violent   Itchinefs   over  all   my   Body  and  Limbs, 
which  was  followed  by  Blotches  and  Eruptions  on 
the  Skin.     In  Autumn  I  got  fortie  Cold,  and  I  be- 
lieve had  lived  too  freely  for  an  Invalid,  which  was 
attended  with  a  little  of  the  Swimming  in  my  Head, 
and  Diforder  in  my  Stomach  -,  but  I  had  fo  much 
Faith  in  Tar- water,  that  I  made  ufe  of  it  air'd,  in- 
Itead  of  Sack- whey,  'or  Tanzey  and  Sack,  which  I 
formerly  ufed  to  take,  with  Intention  to  repel  the 
Gout ;  and  through  this  laft  fevere  Winter,  I  have 
continued  in  very  good  Spirits,  freed  from  the  Dis- 
order of  my  Head  and  Stomach,  tho9  I  have  not 
confined  myfelf  to  any  regular  Diet;  and  notwith- 
ftanding  I  am  much  thinner  of  Flefh,  I  find   my- 
felf much  flronger  and   abler  to  undergo  Fatigue 
than  at  any  Time  fince  my  Fever.     The  Benefit  I 
have  received,  make's  me  recommend  and  prepare 
it  for  feveral  of  my  poor  Neighbours,  who  generally 
receive  Benefit  by  it,  if  they  will  continue  to  ufe  it. 
'   130.  A  Collier,  that  was  forced  to  quit  his  La- 
bour by  an  afthmatic  Diforder,  is  wonderfully  re- 
covered, tho'  he  ufed  it  but  about  a  Fortnight. 

131.  And  my  Mailer  Salter  was  often  feized  with 
a  violent  Palpitation  in  his  Heart,  and  had  taken 
feveral  Medicines  for  it,  but  it  was  rather  increafing; 
when  he  made  ufe  of  Tar- water  about  three  Weeks 
he  recovered  from  a  violent  Fit,  and  was  fo  well 
that  he  quitted  Cat  Water,  and  then  had  a  Return ; 
upon  which  he  was  again  relieved  by  the  fame 
Means,  which  he  now  continues  to  ufe,  and  enjoys 
better  Health  than  for  fome  Years  pail. 

132.  We  have  many  Inftances  in  this  Neighbour- 
hood of  Perfons  being  relieved  by  Tar-water,  under 
very  different  Diibrders,  tho'  I  am  furprized  they 
fhould,  for  if  the  common  People  do  not  immediate- 
ly receive  all  the  Relief  they  wifh  and  promife  to 
themfeives  upon  once  or  twice  drinking  of  it,  like  a 
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Charm,  they  give  it  up,  not  confidering  what  the 
Bifhop  has  fo  plainly  urged  ;  that  in  all  chronical 
Cafes  it  is  an  alterative,  that  requires  Time  to  change 
the  Mafs  of  Blood.  I  find  I  am  going  out  of  my 
Depth,  and  I  am  fure  I  have  trefpaffed  too  long  up- 
on your  Time,  if  any  Enthufiaft  in  Praife  of  Tar- 
water  can  do  fo  •,  therefore  I  will  now  releafe  you 
with  only  this  Obfervation,  that  if  thefe  Hints  can 
afford  you  any  Matter,  to  be  reduced  into  more 
ufeful  Form  for  the  Benefit  of  others,  I  mall  be 
highly  pleafed. 

133.  "The  Cafe  of  Mr.  John  Brooks  Engraver,  liv- 
ing at  the  Sign  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton'j  Head,  on 
Cork-Hill,  Dublin  ;  communicated  by  him  to 
Thomas  Prior,  Efqy  on  the  22 d  of  June,  1745. 

The  faid  Mr.  Brooks  was,  in  November  1744, 
feized  with  Stiches,  and  a  pleuritic  Fever,  which 
continued  eight  or  ten  Days  -,  he  was  blooded  once 
and  became  better,  but  going  abroad  too  foon, 
caught  Cold  and  relapfed,  and  was  much  worfe  than 
before,  being  feized  with  more  violent  Stiches,  Op- 
prefllon  on  his  Cheft,  Difficulty  of  Breathing,  with 
mofl  profufe  Sweatings  fo  as  to  wet  his  Bedcloaths 
twice  a  Night,  which  fo  weakened  him  in  fome 
Time,  that  he  was  reduced  to  Skin  and  Bone,  with- 
out any  Appetite  or  Reft,  fo  that  it  was  thought 
he  could  not  live  an  Hour,  as  he  could  hardly  draw 
his  Breath  ;  he  was  adviied  to  go  out  of  Town  to 
the  Park,  and  drink  Tar-water,  which  he  did  at 
the  Rate  of  three  Pints  a  Day  for  ten  Days  warm, 
going  to  Bed,  and  getting  up,  and  cold  at  other 
Times,  at  eight  different  Times  a  Day  ;  along  with 
which  he  only  took  thin  Gruel,  or  Chicken- 
broth  ;  at  the  End  of  Ten  Days  he  was  able 
to  go  abroad,  mending  every  Day,  the  Tar-wa- 
ter having  removed  his  Stiches,  Sweatings,  and 
made  him  breathe  as  free  as  ever.    He  was  ad- 
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vifed  to  ride,  which  he  did,  and  on  the  firft  Day 
of  riding  an  Impofthume  broke,  which  lay  upon  his 
Lungs ;  the  firft  thing  thrown  up  was  a  Bag  which 
contained  the  impoftumated  Matter,  which  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  great  Difcharge  of  corrupted  Stuffmixed 
with  Blood  :  He  was  immediately  feized  v/ith  a  vio- 
lent Spitting  of  Blood,    which  continued  feveral 
Days,  and  was  blooded,  but  ftill  continued  to  drink 
the  Tar- water  as  before,  which  he  found  to  heal  his 
Lungs,  and  flop  his  Spitting  of  Blood,   and  in  a 
Fortnight's  Time  got  into  fo  good  a  State  of  Health 
as  to  be  able  to  purfue  his  Bufinefs ;  he  is  now  as 
well  as  ever  he  was,  his  Spirits  and  Appetite  rather 
better  than  at  any  Time  before,  and  he  ftill  conti- 
nues to  drink  Half  a  Pint  every  Morning. 

134.    Mr.  Benjamin  Prince,   of  Great  Britain- 
Street,  an  Officer  in  the  Excife,  came  to  me,  on  the 
7th  of  Auguft  1745,  out  of  a  ftrong  Senfe  of  the 
Benefit  he  received  by  the  Ufe  of  Tar- water,  and 
communicated  his  Cafe,  which  I  took  from  his  own 
Mouth,  as  follows  :  He  laid,  that  for  four  Years  he 
had  been  troubled  with  violent  Pains  in  his  Back 
and  Kidneys,  and  frequent  Colics  •,  that  he  ufed  to 
have  two  or  three  fharp  Fits  of  the  Gout  every 
Year,  and,  after  a  Fever,  had  a  fixed  Pain  in  one  of 
his  Arms,  fo  that  he  was  not  able  to  lift  it  up ;  he 
had  loft  his  Appetite,  Spirits,  and  Reft :  But  being 
advifed  to  drink  Tar-water  to  get  him  a  Stomach, 
he  began  to  drink  it  in  June  1744,  at  the  Rate  of 
half  a  Pint  every  Morning,  and  no  more.     In  a 
Fortnight's  time  the  Pain  in  his  Arm  abated,  and 
foon  after  went  off;  fo  that  he  got  the  full  Ufe  of 
it  •,  in  lefs  than  a  Month's  drinking  he  voided,  by 
Urine,  a  great  deal  of  (limy  Matter,  and  in  two  or 
three  Months,  after  frequent  Stoppages  of  Urine, 
he  had  great  Pains  in  his  Reins,  and  at  laft  difcharg- 
ed  a  Stone  as  large  as  an  Olive-ftone,  which  was 
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nine  Days  pafling;  after  which  he  voided,  from  time 
to  time,  twenty-five  Gravel-ftones,  of  different  Sizes, 
nine  at  once,  and  frequently  difcharges  fmall  Gravel 
or  Sand  ail  jagged  and  pointed,  which  feem  to  be 
broken  off  from  a  larger  Body  of  Stone  :  He  is  now 
at  eafe  as  to  his  Gravel,  and  but  feldom  troubled 
with  Colics,  and  what  Pain  he  has  that  way,  he  im- 
putes to  the  Remainder  of  the  Gravel,  not  yet  dif- 
charged  ;  he  had  no  Apprehenfion  or  Suspicion, 
before  he  drank  Tar-water,  and  diicharged  Gravel, 
that  his  Pains  arofe  from  the  Stone  or  Gravel ;  he 
thought  his  Diforder  was  nothing  but  a  Colic,  for 
which  he  took  many  things  to  no  Purpofe.  He 
alfo  fays,  that  he  has  not  had  the  leaft  Fit  or  Symp- 
tom of  the  Gout  fince  he  drank  Tar-water,  which 
is  near  fifteen  Months  ago  ♦,  and  he  never  fails  to 
drink  it  conftantly  every  Day,  finding  that  he  has 
thereby  got  a  good  Stomach,  high  Spirits,  and 
good  Sleep,  and  imputes  all  his  Relief  to  Tar- water 
only. 

Auguft  the  15th,  1745. 
135.  This  Day  Mr.  John  Powell,  living  at  the 
Glafs-ware-houfe  in  Crow-Jireet,  Merchant,  was 
pleafed  to  come  to  me,  and  gave  the  following  Ac- 
count of  his  Cafe  and  Relief,  which  I  took  down  in 
Writing,  from  his  own  Mouth,  as  follows :  Mr. 
Powell  had  the  Gout  for  near  twenty  Years,  off  and 
on,  but  in  the  Winter  1743,  he  had  a  violent  Fit 
which  lafted  twelve  Weeks.  He  was  alfo  troubled 
with  violent  Pains  in  his  Bowels,  for  two  Years  be- 
fore that  time,  which  he  thought  was  a  Colic,  had 
no  Appetite,  a  bad  Digeftion,  and  little  Sleep  ;  he 
had  thofeFits  of  the  Coljc  twice  or  thrice  a  Week, 
each  Fit  lafting  twenty  four  Hours,  with,  racking 
Pains,  fb  that  it  was  thought  that  his  Life  was  in 
great  Danger.     In  the  beginning  of  the  Year  1744* 
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on  reading  the  Treatife  on  Tar- water,  he  was  advif- 
ed  by  his  Phyfician  to  drink  the  Water,  which  he  did 
regularly  for  fix  Weeks  at  the  Rate  of  a  Pint  a  Day, 
taken  in  the  Morning  and  Evening ;  and  in  three 
Weeks  time  his  Pains  began  to  abate,  and  in  fix 
Weeks  all  his  Colic-pains  went  off,  and  he  has  noc 
had  the  lean:  Fit  ever  fince:  He  feldom  fails  to 
drink  the  Water  every  Morjiing,  and  refolves  to 
continue  the  conftant  Ufe  of  it,  having  got  a  very- 
good  Stomach  and  Digeftion,  and  fleeps  very  well ; 
nor  has-  he  had  the  leaft  Fit  of  the  Gout  ever  fince 
he  began  to  drink  Tar- water,  being  perfectly  free 
from  all  Symptoms  of  it ;  he  has  the  full  Ufe  of 
his  Limbs,  and  walks  as  well  as  ever  he  did,  and  he 
imputes  all  his  Cures  to  Tar-water  only. 

136.  James  Brown,  about  ten  Years  old,  to 
whom  the  late  Earl  of  Kildare  left  an  Annuity  of 
twenty  Pounds  a  Year,  for  his  Father's  long  and 
faithful  Services  under  him,  was  miferably  afflicted 
with  the  King's  Evil  for  four  Years,  and  being  long 
under  the  Care  of  Surgeons  in  Dublin,  was  fent  in 
Auguft  1744,  to  his  Relations  in  the  County  of  Cork 
to  take  care  of  him,  as  there  were  no  Hopes  of  his 
Recovery  in  Dublin.  When  he  came  there,  he  had 
many  running  Sores  in  his  Arms,  Hands  and  Feet, 
and  Swellings  on  each  fide  of  his  Throat  without 
Appetite  or  Digeftion.  In  this  Condition  he  was 
immediately  put  into  a  Courfe  of  Tar-water;  he 
drank  about  a  Quart  a  Day,  a  Naggin  at  a  time, 
and  after  fome  Days  drinking  the  Water,  they  warn- 
ed his  Sores  with  ftrong  Tar-water,  and  for  a  Plaifter 
ufed  the  Oil  of  Tar,  which  was  Ikimmed  off  the 
Water,  fpread  on  Lint  or  Linen  :  The  Effect  was, 
that  in  a  Fortnight's  Time  raoft  of  his  Sores  were 
healed  up,  and  Swellings  gone,  and  in  lefs  than 
fix  Weeks  Time  he  was  perfectly  recovered,  and 
now  continues  very  well,  with  good  Appetite  and 
Spirits.     This  Account  the  Author  had  from  the 

vounsr 


7&  tfbe  Effe&s  of 

young  Man  himfelf,  and  from  his  Relations ;  and 
though  he  is  very  well,  yet  he  continues  to  drink 
Tar- water,  by  which  he  received  fo  much  Benefit, 
but  in  fmaller  Quantities. 

137.  Another  Infiance  of  the  Efficacy  of  'Tar -water 
in  the  Cure  of  the  Kings  Evil,  is  as  follows. 

Michael  Carney  of  Proteflant  Row  in  Cavan-flreet, 
about  fixteen  Years  old,  was  troubled  with  the 
King's  Evil  fix  Years,  having  running  Sores  in  his 
Arms,  Neck,  Legs  and  Body,  and  had  been  in 
Mercer's  Hofpital  a  Year  without  Benefit,  and  had 
almoft  loft  one  of  his  Eyes  by  the  Evil ;  the  Author 
being  informed  that  this  Boy  was  in  Danger  of 
having  his  Eye  rotted  out  of  his  Head  by  the  Evil, 
directed  the  Wrift  Plaifter  to  be  applied  to  him, 
which  was  attended  with  fuch  Succefs,  that  in  a 
Fortnight's  Time,  in  the  latter  End  of  the  Year 
1 743,  the  Evil  was  quite  driven  from  his  Eye  ;  but 
the  Boy  continuing  full  of  running  Sores,  and  great 
Pain  in  one  of  his  Arms,  of  which  he  had  little 
Ufe,  in  April  1 744,  I  gave  him  Tar- water  to  drink, 
a  Pint  a  Day ;  in  a  little  Time  he  difcharged  two 
Splinters  of  Bone,  black  and  carious,  from  his  Arm, 
whereby  he  had  immediate  Eafe  there,  and  conti- 
nuing to  drink  Tar-water,  and  waffling  his  Sores 
with  it  alfo,  in  two  Months  Time  all  his  Sores 
healed  up,  his  Appetite  and  Strength  returned,  and 
he  was  perfectly  recovered,  and  continues  very  well, 
and  now  lives  with  Mr.  Barry  Co  lies,  Attorney,  at 
Stephen's  Green.  Thefe  Inftances,  and  many  more 
come  to  my  Knowledge,  convinces  me,  that  the 
King's  Evil,  hitherto  reckoned  incurable,  may,  in  a 
ihort  Time,  by  the  Method  before  mentioned,  be 
perfectly  cured. 
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If  he  Rev.  Bean  Madden,  of  Molefworth-ftreet, 
Dublin,  was  pleafed  to  give  me,  in  July  1745, 
the  following  Inftances  of  Cures  by  Tar-water9 
which  came  to  his  Knowledge. 

138.  The  Rev.  Mr.  George  Philips,  of  Anne- 
Jlreet,  Dublin,  was  feized  laft  Summer,  with  a  vio- 
lent Pleuritick  Stitch:  He  was  then  in  the  Coun- 
try, three  Miles  from  Dublin.  He  fent  for1  a  Sur- 
geon to  bleed  him  ;  as  he  was  long  a  coming,  his 
Pain  increafed.  He  drank  freely  of  Tar- water  warm, 
and  in  a  few  Hours  his  Pain  fo  far  abated,  and  the 
Heighth  of  his  Pulfe  lefTened,  that,  when  the  Sur- 
geon came,  it  was  refolved  not  to  bleed  him.  He 
continued  to  drink  Tar- water  ;  the  Diforder  abated, 
and  in  a  few  Days  went  entirely  off. 

139.  John  Waller,  of  the  Parifh  of  St.  Anne+ 
Dublin,  aged  fixty  feven  Years,  had  in  Spring  1 745, 
a  violent  Cough,  and  a  general  Failure  of  Nature. 
He  was  reduced  fo  low,  that  all  who  faw  him  gave 
him  over.  He  was  perfuaded  to  drink  Tar-water 
in  his  extream  low  Condition,  and  in  five  Weeks, 
he  was  able  to  go  about  his  Bufinefs,  and  continues 
hearty  and  well. 

140.  Mrs.  St  ear  of  Ginnets  in  the  County  of 
Meath  near  Trim,  had  the  word'  Symptoms  of  the 
moil  violent  Scurvy,  her  Hands  and  Arms  black  in 
fome  Parts,  fo  that  a  Mortification  was  fometime 
apprehended.  She  drank  Tar- water  for  feveral 
Months ;  it  ftruck  the  moft  virulent  Humour  out 
on  her  Face  and  Arms,  fo  that  no  one  could  know 
her  :  She  was  not  difcouraged,  but  continued  to 
drink  Tar-water,  and  in  a  few  Months  her  Skin 
was  entirely  clean.  Before  fhe  drank  Tar-water,  ihe 
was  often  fick  and  low  fpirited  ;  while  fhe  drank  it, 
fhe  was  hearty  and  well  every  way,  and  has  conti- 
nued well  many  Months. 

141.  Mrs. 
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.  141.  tyFrs.  Woodrof,  who  lives  near  Corky  was 
troubled  with  a  Rheumatifm  in  her  Head,  Dropfy 
in  her  Legs,  and  an  Afthma,  from  which  fhe  was 
relieved  in  two  Months  Time  by  drinking  Tar- 
water.  Her  Son  Mr.  Woodrof,  a  Clergyman  who  gave 
this  Account,  fays,  that  above  two  Years  are  palTed 
fince  fhe  was  relieved. 

1*42.  The  Reverend  Mr.  'Thomas  Goodwin,  of 
Dawfon-ftreet,  Dublin,  was  relieved  of  a  Megrim 
and  a  Sleepinefs  by  the  Ufe  of  Tar-water,  and  con- 
tinues well,  June  29,  1745. 

143.  Mr.  Palma  the  Mufician,  was  troubled 
with  a  Rheumatifm,  his  Limbs  fwollen  fo,  that  he 
could  not  walk,  but  was  cured  in  a  Month's  Time 
by  drinking  Tar-water,  and  continues  well. 

144.  The  Reverend  Mr.  Edmond  White  of  the 
County  of  Wexford,  was  in  like  manner  relieved  of 
violent  Pains  in  his  Limbs,  and  a  Colic  of  a  long 
ftanding. 

145.  Mr.  Jones  of  Grafton-flreet,  between  fixty 
and  feventy  Years  old,  had  for  feveral  Years  a  vio- 
lent Afthma,  attended  with  a  great  Cough  and  fre- 
quent fpitting  of  Blood  and  Corruption  in  great 
Quantities,  finds  himfelf  greatly  relieved  in  every 
Refpect,  by  the  Ufe  of  Tar-water ;  and  he  neither 
fpit  Corruption,  nor  Blood  laft  Winter. 

146.  Mr.  Wollafion  of  Trim,  Clerk  to  Mr.  Juf- 
tlce  JTorky  was  aflhmatick  for  a  long  Time,  and 
not  able  to  live  in  Dublin,  was  relieved  by  Tar- 
water  in  fix  Weeks  Time,  and  is  an  altered  Man, 
and  continues  well,  June  29,  1745.  Thus  far 
Dean  Madden. 

147.  Mrs.  Ann  Fitzgerald,  Wife  of  Mr.  Will. 
Fitzgerald  of  Ballyrone  in  the  ^hieen's  County,  was 
for  feven  Years  afflicted  with  violent  Hyftericks, 
Pain  and  Wind  in  her  Bowels,  which  threw  her  fre- 
quently into  fuch  Diffractions  as  deprived  her  of  the 
Ufe  of  her  .Underftanding,  fo  that  fhe  was  utterly 

uncapable 
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tincapable  of  minding  the  Affairs  of  her  Family,  and 
a  Servant  was  conftantly  employed  to  take  care 
of  her,  and  fometimes  to  prevent  her  laying  violent 
Hands  on  herfelf.  Many  Phyficians  in  Dublin 
and  the  Country,  had  her  under  their  Care,  and  pre- 
fcribed  many  Medicines,  which  had  no  Effect ;  at 
laft  flie  was  prevailed  upon  to  drink  Tar- water* 
and  in  a  few  Days,  found  fome  benefit*  and  by 
continuing  to  drink  it  for  a  considerable  Time,  flie 
is  now  perfectly  recovered,  and  free  from  all  her 
Ailments  j  and  the  only  Inconvenience  fhe  had  from 
Tar- water  is,  that  as  it  gave  her  a  good  Appetite, 
me  is  grown  much  fatter  and  more  corpulent  than 
flie  was  before,  or  defires,  and  fhe  ftill  continues  to 
drink  the  Water  in  fmall  Quantities  by  way  of  Pre- 
vention. This  Account  I  had  from  herfelf  and  her 
Hufband. 

148.  Thefaid  Mrs.  Fitzgerald  alfo  informed  me, 
that  fome  Years  ago,  one  of  her  Sons  was  griev- 
oufly  troubled  with  a  running  Sore  in  one  of  his 
Arms,  that  the  Humour  which  iffued  out  was  fo 
corrofive,  that  it  eat  into  the  Flefh,  and  fpread  all 
over  his  Arm,  notwithstanding  all  the  Pains  taken* 
arid  Plaiflers  applied  to  flop  the  Progrefs  of  it, 
whether  it  was  a  Tettar  or  Cancer,  or  what  cKe  fhe 
could  not  tell  %  flie  then  recollected  what  flie  had 
formerly  been  told,  that  a  Plaifter  of  Tar  had  been 
ufed  with  Succefs  on  fuch  Occafions  •,  accordingly* 
flie  put  fome  Tar  into  a  Pot  over  the  Fire,  and 
added  fome  Mutton  Suet  to  it,  and  having  gently 
boiled  and  mixed  them  well  together*  fhe  made; 
a  Plaifter  and  fpread  it  thin  on  Linen,  and  applied 
it  to  the  running  Sore  as  hot  as  the  Child  could 
bear *  the  Effect  was,  that  in  ten  Days  Time,  all  the 
Sores  were  healed  up,  and  the  Arm  entirely  cured, 
and  continued  fo  ever  after. 

'  G  14$;  A 
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149.  A  Letter  from  the  Reverend  Mr.  Robert  Brere- 
ton,  of  Burton  in  the  County  of  Cork,  dated  No- 
vember 9,  1745. 

I  here  fend  you  an  Account  of  the  Benefit  receiv- 
ed by  me  from  drinking  Tar-water. 

I  had  been  greatly  afflicted  with  a  Jaundice  for 
two  or  three  Years,  which  returned  on  me  feveral 
Times  in  that  Period,  and  was  always  attended  with 
exceding  lownefs  and  dejection  of  Spirits.  I  was 
advifed  by  my  Phyficians  to  enter  on  a  Courfe  of 
Steel  Preparations  ;  but  unwilling  to  undergo  a  te- 
dious Courfe  of  Phyfick,  I  had  Recourfe  to  Tar- 
water,  from  which  in  five  or  fix  Weeks  I  found 
great  Relief,  and  at  length  a  perfect  State  of  Health, 
and  good  Spirits,  which  I  now  enjoy. 

1 50.  I  am  farther  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Ralph 
Crofts  of  Lifcarrol  in  the  County  of  Corky  my 
Neighbour,  above  feventy  Years  old,  was  greatly 
emaciated,  and  worn  out  with  lownefs  of  Spirits  and 
want  of  Appetite,  and,  did  not  expect  to  live  out 
the  Winter  1 744.  He  was  advifed  to  drink  Tar- 
water,  from  which  in  lefs  than  a  Month,  he  was 
much  better,  and  in  two  or  three  Months  perfectly 
recovered  to  as  good  a  State  of  Health  and  Spirits 
as  he  had  in  any  Part  of  his  Life. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  moll  humble  Servant, 

Robert  Brereton. 

151.  Mr.  Jocelyne  Davifon,  of  the  Town  of  Car- 
low,  came  to  me  on  the  19th  of  November  1745, 
and  gave  me  the  following  Account  of  his  Diforder 
and  Relief,  which  I  took  down  in  writing  from  his 
own  Mouth,  and  is  as  follows : 

In  Winter  1744,  he  got  a  great  Cold,    which 
caufed  a  violent  Cough,  and  an  Inflammation   in 
his  Lungs,  attended  with  very  great  Spitting  and  Dis- 
charges 3 
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charges ;  he  continued  in  this  miferable  State  for 
near  four  Months,  without  receiving  any  benefit  by 
the  Medicines  he  took,  fo  that  it  was  thought  he 
could  not  live ;  his  Father  adviied  him  to  drink 
Tar-water,  which  he  neglected  to  do  for  fome  Time, 
but  finding  his  Diforder  increafe,  he  took  to  Tar- 
water,,  and  drank  about  half  a  Pint  warm  every 
Day  in  the  Morning  as  foon  as  he  got  up,  and  in 
fix  Days  Time,  he  found  himfelf  much  eafier ;  he 
then  obferved,  that  the  Tar-water  had  thrown  out 
a  great  Rafh,  like  an  Itch  or  Scurf  on  the  Surface 
of  his  Body,  which  alarmed  him  at  firft,  and  in- 
clined him  to  lay  afide  the  Water,  but  finding  him- 
felf flill  better,  and  that  the  Venom  of  the  Diftemper 
was  can:  off  that  Way,  he  continued  the  Ufe  of  it, 
and  in  fix  Weeks  perfectly  recovered  from  all  his 
Ailments,  and  now  continues  very  well. 

152.  He  alfo  informed  me,  that  Mr.  David 
Simms  the  Prefby terian  Minifter  at  Carlow,  was  long 
troubled  with  an  Afthma  and  Difficulty  of  breath- 
ing and  fpeaking,  fo  that  it  was  thought  by  all  who 
faw  him  that  he  could  not  live  long ;  but  by  drink- 
ing Tar- water  a  coniiderable  Time,  he  is  quite  re- 
covered from  all  thofe  Diforders,  and  as  well  as  can 
be  expected  of  one  of  his  Age. 

The  Reverend  Doctor  Bacon  of  Lemavaddy  in  the 
County  of  Derry^  communicated  to  me  in  No- 
vember 1 745,  the  three  following  Cafes. 

1 53  ■JamesCro.wdersJioR.i\Yion  to  Colonel  Forward 
of  the  County  of  Donnegal,  Member  of  Parliament, 
was  feized  with  a  violent  afthmatick  Cough,  fwelled 
all  over  his  Body,  and  no  Appetite,  fo  that  it  was 
thought  it  was  impofiible  he  could  live  :  He 
drank  Tar- water  about  a  Month,  Morning  and 
Evening,  a  large  Glals,  which  purged  him  violently, 
and  perfectly  cured  him :  This  happened  about  a 
G  2  Year 
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Year  and  half  ago,  and  he  continues  perfectly  well 
ever  fince.  This  was  confirmed  to  me  by  Mr.  For- 
ward himfelf. 

154.  Mrs.  Ann  G  ■  e,  a  Widow  Lady  of  the 
County  of  Berry,  had  been  troubled  with  an  afth- 
matick  Diforder  for  about  feven  Years ;  her  Cafe 
was,  that  fhe  breathed  freely  in  a  fmoaky  or  foggy 
Air,  but  was  ready  to  expire  in  thin  fharp  Air. 
After  trying  many  Medicines,  and  efpecially  Goat- 
whey  in  vain,  fhe  drank  Tar-water,  of  which  fhe 
took  only  a  Wine  "Glafs  full  at  Night,  when  a-bed, 
and  in  the  Morning  before  fhe  got  up,  (for  it  made 
her  very  fick,  when  fhe  took  it  in  the  Day,  and 
was  obliged  to  go  to  Bed  immediately.)  The  Effect 
was,  that  fhe  grew  better  upon  her  taking  the  Tar- 
water,  and  was  quite  cured  upon  drinking  it  three 
Months  ;  fhe  has  continued  well  ever  fince,  which 
is  fix  Months,  and  has  begun  to  drink  a  little  late- 
ly by  way  of  Precaution. 

155.  The  Reverend  Mr.  S 1  of  the  Diocefe 

of  Derry,  was  troubled  with  an  Aflhma  of  the  op- 
pofite  Kind,  could  riot  live  in  foggy  Air,  and  was 
obliged  to  remove  from  his  own  Houfe,  which  was 
in  a  low  Situation,  to  a  Friend's  Houfe  fituated  up- 
on a  Hill,  where  he  found  himfelf  better  ;  at  length 
he  drank  Tar-water,  which  recovered  him  fo  much 
that  he  returned  to  his  Dwelling  quite  well,  and  has 
continued  fo  for  a  Twelve-month  paft. 

156.  Mr.  Cunningham,  Collector  of  Portpatrick  in 
Scotland,  arrived  in  Dublin  in  June  1744,  and  then 
declared  to  me  and  feveral  others  his  Cafe  and  Re* 
lief,  which  I  had  from  his  own  Mouth,  and  is  as 
follows.  He  had  been  troubled  with  the  Gout  for 
many  Years,  but  the  laft  two  Years  he  was  fo  mi- 
ferably  afflicted  with  it,  that  he  was  confined  to  his 
Bed  and  Chamber  for  many  Months,  not  being 
able  to  go  abroad  or  walk  at  home,  having  fuch  a 

Stiffnefs 
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Stiffnefs  in  his  Knees  after  the  Fits  were  over,  that 
he  had  not  the  Ufe  of  his  Limbs  ;  but  in  May 
1 743,  he  was  advifed  by  Mr.  Makenny  a  Surgeon,  to 
drinkTar- water,  which  he  did  for  four  or  five  Months, 
the  firff.  Effect  was,  that  in  a  little  Time  he  was 
freed  from  a  Difficulty  of  breathing  he  laboured 
under,  and  finding  his  Limbs  grew  eafier  and 
ftronger  by  Degrees,  he  drank  the  Water  till  Win- 
ter following,  by  means'  whereof  he  recovered  the 
Strength  of  his  Limbs  fo  much,  that  in  the  Spring 
following  he  had  the  full  Ufe  of  them.  Whereas 
for  feveral  Years  before,  he  never  failed  to  have  a  Fit 
in  the  Beginning  of  Winter,  and  another  in  Spring  ; 
fince  that  Time  he  has  had  no  Symptom  of  the 
Gout ;  and  he  told  me  that  he  could  then  mount  the 
higheft  Horfe  in  Ireland  with  Eafe,  and  could 
walk  as  well  as  ever  he  did,  and  was  refolved  to 
drink  Tar-water  three  Months  in  every  Year  of  his 
Life. 

157.  Mr.  John  Milton,  Confectioner  in  Caple- 
ftreet,.  Dublin,  gave  me  in  November  iJ^Si  the  fol- 
lowing Account  of  the  Benefit  he  received  by  Tar- 
water.  He  was  afflicted  with  the  Gout  ever  fines 
he  was  fixteen  Years  old,  frequently  attended  with 
very  violent  Pains,  fometimes  he  was  laid  up  three 
or  four  times  in  a  Year,  and  laft  Spring  was  laid 
up  for  eight  Weeks ;  and  it  left  fuch  a  Weaknefs 
after  it,  that  he  was  hardly  able  to  crawl  for  a  long 
Time,  till  he  had  recourfe  to  Tar- water,  to  which 
he  was  advifed  by  one  who  received  Benefit  by 
it.  He  began  to  drink  it  in  July  1745,  and  continu- 
ed the  Ufe  of  it  to  the  middle  of  November  follow- 
ing, taking  a  Pint  each  Day,  half  a  Pint  in  the 
Morning,  and  the  fame  at  Night ;  which  has  fully 
reftored  him  to  the  Ufe  and  Strength  of  his  Limbs, 
and  removed  all  his  other  Complaints :  He  has 
got  a  good  Appetite  and  Digeflion,  which  he  had 
not  for  many  Years  before,  and  tho'  he  ufed  to  be 
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laid  up  at  this  Seafon  of  the  Year,  yet  he  has  not 
the  leaft  Symptom  of  the  Gout,  and  is  as  ftrong, 
and  can  walk  as  well  as  ever  he  did.  He  had  alfo 
great  Pains  and  Swellings  in  his  Bowels,  and  Hard- 
nefs  in  his  Belly,  which  were  quite  carried  off  in  a 
Week  or  ten  Days  Time  by  drinking  Tar-water 
only. 

158.  Mr.  Cavanaugh,  Hatter,  at  the  Raven  in 
Skinner-row,  Dublin,  was  long  afflicted  with  Rheu- 
matick  Pain,  great  Swellings  and  Stiffnefs  in  his 
Loyns,  Thighs  and  Knees,  infomuch  that  he  could 
not  walk  abroad,  or  ftir  at  home  without  Difficulty 
and  Pain-,  to  remove  which  Ailments,  he  tryed 
every  Thing  that  was  prefenbed  by  Phyficians  and 
Surgeons,  but  to  no  Effect.  In  Summer  1744, 
when  Tar-water  began  to  be  in  Vogue,  he  drank 
near  a  Pint  a  Day  for  fix  Week,  without  any  fen- 
fible  Benefit  as  to  the  Weaknefs  and  Pains  in  his 
Limbs,  but  got  much  better  Appetite  and  Spirits. 
However  he  ftill  perfifted  in  drinking  the  Water, 
and  in  three  Months  Time  he  found  his  Swellings 
abate,  his  Limbs  grow  ftronger  every  Day,  and  in 
a  few  Months  after  all  the  Swellings,  Stiffnefs, 
Hardnefs  and  Pains  in  his  Limbs  went  off,  and  he 
recovered  the  Ufe  of  them  ;  and  continuing  ftill  to 
drink  Tar-water,  he  can  walk  without  Difficulty  or 
V:Jj\,  and  is  in  great  Spirits.  This  Account  I  had 
from  himfelf  in  July  1 745,  and  now  in  December 
1 745,  he  continues  perfectly  well. 

159.  Mrs.  Duggan,  Midwife,  living  at  the  Cra- 
dle in  Great  Britain- Jireet,  Dublin,  gave  me  the 
following  Account  of  her  Cafe,  That  fhe  had  been 
long  troubled  with  a  violent  inveterate  Scurvy,  at- 
tended with  a  great  Oppreffion  in  her  Chert  and 
Heart,  and  Difficulty  of  breathing,  that  fhe  had 
loft  all  Appetite,  and  was  in  a  miferable  Way,  that 
fhe  took  many  Things  for  her  Relief  to  no  manner 
of  Advantage,  that  at  laft  fhe  had  Recourfe  to  Tar- 
water, 


7  A  R-WA  r  E  R.  87 

water,  which  fhe  took  at  the  Rate  of  half  a  Pint  a 
Day  every  Morning,  and  before  fhe  drank  three 
Gallons,  all  the  fcorbutick  Heat  and  grofs  Humours 
were  driven  out  on  the  Surface  of  her  Body,  and 
continuing  flill  to  drink  it,  all  theaforefaid  Symp- 
toms went  off,  fhe  breaths  freely  without  the  leaft 
Oppreffion,  recovered  her  Appetite,  and  fhe  never 
knew  herfelf  in  better  Health  or  Spirits,  and  refolves 
never  to  be  without  Tar-water,  finding  it  always 
relieves  her  when  fhe  catches  Cold,  or  is  out  of 
Order. 

160.  A  Letter  from    Mr.   James    Hanning,    of 
Cloyne  in  the  County  of  Cork,  to  Thomas  Prior, 

My  Daughter,  Mary  Hanning,  about  eleven 
Years  old,  was  laft  May  taken  ill  of  a  Fever,  after 
which,  fhe  came  by  Degrees  to  be  entirely  deprived 
of  the  Ufe  of  her  Tongue  and  Limbs,  being  una- 
ble to  fpeak,  ftand,  or  put  her  Hand  to  her  Mouth, 
and  all  her  Joints  making  with  the  Palfy.  She 
took  Medicines  prefcribed  by  a  Phyfician,  and  was 
often  exercifed  in  open  Air,  while  the  Weather 
permitted,  but  all  to  no  Purpofe.  Whereupon  we 
put  her  into  a  Courfe  of  Tar- water  about  the  be- 
ginning of  November  laft,  and  fhe  has  ever  fince 
drank  a  Quart  a  Day,  which  in  five  Weeks  has  fo 
far  recovered  her,  that  fhe  can  fpeak  and  read  plain, 
feed  herfelf,  ftand  and  walk  without  Help,  and 
even  go  up  and  down  Stairs,  to  the  Amazement 
of  all  thofe,  who  had  feen  her  lately  carried  about 
dumb  and  helplefs  like  an  Infant.  She  has  takea 
no  other  Medicine  fince  fhe  began  to  drink  Tar- 
water,  nor  had  fhe  the  Benefit  of  Air  and  Exercife 
from  that  Time,  the  Weather  not  permitting. 
One  of  her  Arms  continues  fomewhat  weak,  and 
fhe  has  a  Weaknefs  too  in  one  of  her  Legs,  but  as 
fhe  daily  grows  better,  I  hope  Tar- water,  with  God's 
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Blefiing,  will  perfect  her  Cure.  December  ij,  1745." 

James  Harming. 

161.   A  Letter  from  a  Gentleman  of  Character  and 
Credit,  giving  a  particular  Detail  of  an  extraordi- 
\  nary  Fever  cured  by  Tarvwater,  dated  December 
20,  1745. 

A  Youth  about  fifteen  Years  of  Age,  being 
feized  with  a  Fever  in  April  1745,  an  old  French 
Woman  of  the  Family,  who  was  appointed  to  at- 
tend him,  with  Directions  to  give  himTar- water  (the 
only  Medicine  prefcribed)  about  a  Pint  every  Hour, 
gave  him  a  much  fmaller  Quantity,  and  indulging 
his  Appetite,  fed  him  fecretly,  five  Days  together, 
with  RoahSBeef,  feafoned  Pye,  Cheefe,  Ale,  and 
fuch  like  Diet  inftead  of  Water-gruel,  which  alone 
had  been  ordered. 

162.  This  unnatural  Diet  terribly  inflamed  his 
Fever,  and  produced  fuch  an  entire  Proftration  of 
Appetite,  that  for  thirteen  Days  together,  he  took 
no  Nourifhment  of  any  Kind  but  Tar- water, 
whereof  he  drank  about  a  Gallon  every  Day,  which 
made  him  fleep  at  Night  and  kept  up  his  Spirits  by 
Day  in  a  furprizing  Manner.  Having  fo  long  fail- 
ed, he  at  length  took  a  little  Naples-B'ifcu'it,  with 
two  or  three  Spoonfuls  of  Sack  and  Water,  which 
increafed  his  Fever  and  dilbrdered  his  Head,  but 
he  was  foon  quieted  by  Tar- water.  While  he  re- 
gularly took  this  wholefome  Draught  he  flept  found 
every  Night.  But  one  Day  being  difgufted  at  the 
Tar- water,  it  was  judged  proper  to  change  it  for 
Sage  and  Baulm  Tea,  which  he  drank  plentifully 
though  not  with  equal  Succefs.  For  his  Spirits 
funk,  he  loft  his  Colour  and  Look,  he  paffed  the 
Night  reftlefs  and  anxious :  All  which  Symptoms 
were  removed  next  Day  by  Tar-water. 

163.  After  this,  hisDiflemper  took  feveral  ftrange 
^nd  violent  Turns,  being  fometimes  attended  with 

the 
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the  worft  Symptoms.  He  was  at  Times  fpeechlefs, 
convulfed,  delirious,  and  his  Blifters  would  not  rife. 
In  the  Delirium  Tar- water  could  not  be  given,  he 
was  then  bliftered,  and  the  Blifters  not  rifing,  he 
was  brought  with  fome  Difficulty  to  drink  his  Tar- 
water  again,  which  had  a  fpeedy  good  Effect,  when 
nothing  elfe  gave,  him  Relief.  And  in  general,  it 
was  obferved,  that  upon  neglecting  to  give  him  Tar- 
water,  the  feverifh  Symptons  of  Heat,  Anxiety  and 
difficult  Reipiration  became  very  troublefome,  be- 
ing conftantly  heightened  by  omitting,  and  as  con- 
ftantly  allayed  by  returning  to  drink  it. 

164.  It  were  tedious  to  relate  all  the  furprizing 
Changes  in  the  Courfe  of  this  Ulnefs,  which  Iafted 
ten  Weeks.  Probably  fuch  a  Cafe  was  never  known 
before,  as  it  is  probable,  that  no  Fever  ever  hap- 
pened to  be  inflamed  and  heightened  by  the  fame 
Caufe.  For  I  believe  no  Patient  was  ever  known 
to  have  been  dieted  in  the  firft  Days  of  a  Fever  on 
fuch  extraordinary  Food,  which  Nature  isaccultom- 
ed  to  loath  at  thofe  Seafons.  But  Tar-water  gives 
an  Appetite  even  in  Fevers. 

165.  Tar-water,  during  its  long  and  obflinate 
Conflict  with  the  Venom  of  the  Difeafe,  operated  in 
divers  Manners,  as  a  cardiac,  diaphoretic,  fudorific, 
emetic,  carminative  and  paregoric,  feeming  to  adapt 
itfelf  to  the  feveral  Symptoms  and  Stages  of  his 
Malady,  and  for  the  mod  Part  gave  him  a  great  Flow 
of  Spirits,  a  florid  lively  Look,  a  clean  well-coloured 
Tongue,  with  fuch  Vigour  in  his  Voice  and  Eyes,  as 
aftonifhed  all  who  faw  him,  and  knew  how  long  he 
had  been  ill,  and  how  little  Nourifhment  hev  had 
taken.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  on  fome  Days  he 
drank  greedily,  even  fo  far  as  ten  or  twelve  Quarts 
of  Tar-water,  calling  for  it  with  great  Impatience, 
even  though  it  wrought  hurras  an  Emetic  ;  whereas 
both  before  and  after  his  Ulnefs,  he  mewed  the  greateft 
diflike  and  loathing  of  it. 

166.  In 
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1 66.  In  the  laft  Stage  of  the  Fever,  his  Face  and 
Body  fweJled,  and  a  general  Eruption  appeared  all 
over  both,  fomewhat  like  an  Erifipelas  or  cohering 
Small -pox,  which  lafted  a  Week.  For  two  or  three 
Days  of  this  Period,  he  drank  fparingly  of  Tar- water, 
perhaps  not  more  than  a  Quart  a  Day.  But  during 
all  that  Time,  he  conftantiy  by  his  own  Choice, 
held  his  Mouth  to  the  Spout  of  a  Tea-pot,  half 
filled  with  hot  Tar-water,  fucking  theVapour,which, 
he  faid,  he  found  very  chearing  and  comfortable. 

1 67.  At  the  Clofe  of  this  tenth  Week,  he  fell  into 
a  moil  copious  Sweat,  and  the  next  Day  his  Puftules 
were  quite  gone,  and  his  Fever  left  him,  not  fpiritlefs, 
puny  and  pale,  but  as  lively  and  hail,  in  appearance, 
as  ever  he  had  been  known,  though  after  an  Illnefs, 
that  for  Length  of  Time,  and  Variety  of  deiperate 
Symptoms,  furpaffed  any  I  remember  to  have  heard 
of,  or  met  with  in  the  Hiftory  of  Fevers. 

168.  But  he  did  not  continue  in  this  healthy 
State ;  for  the  very  fame  Day,  he  expreffed  fuch  an 
earnefl  longing  Defire  to  change  his  Bed  and  fhift 
his  Linen,  that  it  was  thought  proper  to  indulge 
him,  and  although  this  Step  was  made  with  the  ut- 
moft  Caution,  yet  it  gave  him  a  frefh  Cold,  which 
feized  upon  his  Head,  and  produced  a  new  Fever 
with  a  Raving  or  Frenzy,  that  continued  many 
Weeks,  in  all  which  time,  he  could  not  be  prevailed 
on  to  take  one  Glafs  of  Tar-water.  But  at  length 
by  a  proper  Ufe  of  Affes-milk,  and  Ground -ivy, 
with  a  careful  Regimen,  he  was  recovered  fo  far,  as 
that  he  might  be  perfuaded  to  drink  daily  four 
Giaffes  of  Tar-water,  which,  with  God's  Bleffing, 
reftored  his  Strength  and  completed  his  Recovery. 

I  have  here  given  the  general  Sum  and  Subftance 
rather  than  a  regular  and  complete  Diary,  containing 
all  the  particular  Circumftances  of  this  extraordinary 
Cafe,  which  it  had  been  impoffible  to  recoiled:  at  the 
Diftance  of  fo  many  Months. 

169.  An 
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169.  An  ExtracJ  of  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable 
Colonel  John  Curtis,  of  Williamfburgh  in  Virgi- 
nia, and  one  of  the  Council  of  that  Province, 
Bated  from  Williamfburgh  July  10,  1745. 
Mr.  Cuftis  writes,  that  he  unfortunately  got  a  great 
Cold,  which  threw  him  into  the  Chin  or  Hooping 
Cough,  which  caufed  cruel  Fevers  ;  that  when  the 
Cough  was  gone,  he  was  troubled  with  a  prodigious 
Spitting;  that  he  took  great  Dofes  of  Elixir  Vitriol 
to  allay  his  intenfe  Thirft  in  his  burning  Fever, 
which  fo  relaxed  his  falival  Glands,  that  he  feared 
they  would  never  come  to  their  due  Tone  again,  nor 
perform  their  proper  Offices;  they  are  the  Sluices 
that  caft  off  the  vitiated  Lympha:  That  he  had  ftu- 
died  and  read  Phyfick  more  than  forty  Years,  that  he 
had  the  Opinion  of  Doctor  Brown,  of  Maryland, 
deemed  the  greateft  Phyfician  in  America,  that  the 
Seat  of  his  Difremper  lay  in  his  falivary  Glands,  and 
that  it  was  dangerous  to  flop  the  Spitting,  which  he 
well  knew  by  woful  Experience,  having  ftopt  it  by 
taking  an  Ounce  of  Diacodium  going  to  Bed,  which 
flung  him  into  Fevers,  Faintings,  and  many  other 
Diforders,  fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  procure  the  Spit- 
ting again  ;  he  was  once  fo  reduced,  that  he  could 
not  get  up  when  down,  nor  was  able  to  put  on  his 
Cloaths,  and  had  no  Appetite  to  any  Sort  of  Food. 
But,  to  ufe  his  own  Words,  he  writes,  that  reading 
one  Day  in  the  Magazine,  I  found  the  Virtues  of 
Tar- water,  which  I  verily  believe  faved  my  Life,  I 
had  not  taken  it  a  Week,  before  I  began  to  have  an 
Appetite  to  Victuals,  and  continued  taking  it  three 
Months,  Night  and  Morning,  which  miraculoufly 
reftored  me  •,  fo  that  I  can  now  eat  heartily  any 
Thing  my  Palate  has  a  mind  to,  tho'  I  cannot  tafte 
any  Thing,  but  what  is  fait,  fweet,  or  four,  and  I 
blefs  God,  I  am  much  mended.  But  my  Spitting 
continues  with  a  great  Difcharge,  but  eating  fupports 
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that  Difcharge,  and  I  refolve  to  take  nothing  that 
may  leflfen  my  Stomach,  the  Saliva  not  performing 
its  due  Office,  keeps  my  Palate  and  Throat  always 
hot  and  dry,  tho*  I  have  not  any  Fever,  which  the 
Doctors  tell  me  I  muft  bear  ;  but  I  hope  Time  and 
Tar- water  will  entirely  free  me  from  that  Unea- 
finefs. 

This  Letter  was  fent  from  Virginia,  to  Mr.  Peter 
Collin  [on  of  Grace- church- fir  eet,  London,  who  was 
pleafed  to  tranfmit  the  fame  hither,  giving  this  Rea- 
fon  for  doing  fo,  That  he  was  perfuaded,  that  the 
reading  fome  Parts  of  this  Letter  would  not  be  dif- 
agreeable  to  the  good  Bifhop  to  find  that  his  laud- 
able Endeavours  to  benefit  Mankind,  are  attended 
with  fuch  great  Succefs,  and  perhaps  not  more  re- 
markably fo,  than  in  the  uncommon  Cafe  of  the 
faid  Colonel  Cufiis. 

170.  The  Reverend  Mr.  Syon  Hill,  Chaplain  to 
the  Work-houfe  in  Dublin,  having  had  great  Op- 
portunities of  trying  and  knowing  the  Effects  of 
Tar-water,  both  in  the  faid  Houfe,  and  all  over  the 
City,  where  he  had  difperfed  above  a  thoufand  Gal- 
lons of  the  Water  to  thofe  who  had  occafion  to  call 
upon  him  for  it,  and  having  fetdown  in  writing  the 
Particulars  thereof,  as  the  Facts  came  to  his  Know- 
ledge, he  has  been  pleafed  to  communicate  the  fame 
to  me  in  the  following  Narrative,  entitled, 

AJhort  Account  of  fome  remarkable  Cafes,  with  their 
Succep,  by  God's  Bleffing,  on  'Tar -water. 

171.  In  April  1 744,  after  reading  the  Treatife  on 
Tar- water,  Curiofityas  well  as  Humanity,  prompted 
me  to  make  tryal  of  the  Effects  of  the  Water,  and  if 
I  mould  find  it  anfwer  the  Character  given  of  it  in 
Siris,  to  make  ufe  of  it  on  feveral  Occafions  that 
offered  ;  having  it  greatly  in  my  Power,  as  Chaplain 
to  the  Work- houfe,  to  make  Experiments  on  agreat 
many  Subjects,  who,  fince  I  came  there,  were  long 
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troubled  with  cutaneous,  fcrophulous,  and  chronical 
Diibrders. 

172.  For  this  End,  I  picked  out  of  the  many  in 
the  Work -houfe,  four  of  the  moft  afflicted,  to  whom, 
for  four  Days,  Iadminiftered  Tar- water :  And  indeed 
the  Succefs  fo  furprized  me,  that  being  at  that  Time, 
feverely    attacked  with   an   Hoarfenefs,    and  fore 
Throat,  I   ventured  to  take  it  alfo;  and  with  fome 
Pain  (my  Throat  being  inflamed)  I  got  down  about 
the  Quantity  of  a  Naggin  ;    after  which,  I  felt  no 
Pain  in  that  Part,  but  could   fwallow  without  the 
Jeaft  Difficulty.    From  this  welcome  and  afr.oniih.ing 
Experiment,    I    naturally  conceived   future  joyful 
Hopes  of  this  powerful  Medicine  ;   accordingly,  I 
took  it  for  three  Days  after,  twice  each  Day  with 
Pleafure ;   which  fo  wrought  me  the  third  Day,  I 
was  not  able  to  fit,  by  Reafon  of  the  Acrimony  of 
the  Difcharge.     Notwithftanding,    I  ftuck  to  my 
Medicine,  and  the  fourth  Day,  I  perceived  myfelf 
much  better  without  any  Manner  of  Complaint ; 
and,  I  thank  God,   have  continued  fo  ever  fince; 
whereas,  before  I  took  Tar- water,  I  was  fubject  to  a 
Head-ach,  Cramps,  Pains  in  feveral  Parts,   more 
efpecially  in  the  Kidneys,  very  acute  from  any  Wheel- 
carriage  •,  I  was  tormented  alfo  with  an  Heart-burn- 
ing, all  which  Diforders,  I  now  afTure  you  are  perfectly 
vanifhed,  and  I  am  reftored,  bleffed  be  God,  as  it 
were,  to  a  new  Life,  having  a  keen  Appetite,  good 
Digeflion,  Spirits  fufficient  to  bear  me  through  all 
Fatigues,  with  found  and  eafy  Sleep,  tho5  now  on 
the  Borders  of  Sixty. 

1  j 3 .  The  great  Benefit  I  received  from  Tar- water, 
induced  me  for  the  general  Good,  to  make  it  for 
other  poor  People;  who  had  it  fince  Jaft  April 
1744,  and  fhall  always  have  it  Gratis,  while  I  make 
it,  to  whom  I  have  diftributed,  with  others,  above  a 
thoufand  Gallons,  without  any  Complaint  yet,  but 
with  great  Acknowledgments,  as  by  the  Sequel  will 
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appear.  Having  difpatched  my  own  Cafe,  I  beg 
Leave  to  lay  before  you  thofe  others,  with  their  Suc- 
cefs,  which  I  durft  not  do  till  October  was  paft,  be- 
caufe  fome  predicted  frightful  Confequences  at  that 
Time  to  all  fuch,  who  ventured  on  this  Medicine. 
But  now  M371745,  being  paft,  and  ftill  no  bad 
Symptoms  appearing  on  thofe  Adventurers,  I  look 
now  on  this  Prediction  as  a  Brutum  Fulmen. 

174.  i  have  now  been  eight  Years  Chaplain  to 
the  City  Work-houfe,  in  all  which  Time  the  Chil- 
dren of  that  Houfe,  have  been  forely  afflicted  with 
an  inflammatory  Itch,  or  Scurvy,  of  which  we  could 
never  get  them  entirely  cured.  This  I  have  often 
complained  of  to  the  proper  Officer,  who  once 
allured  me,  all  the  Druggs  in  the  Apothecary's  Shop 
would  not  cure  them ;  nay  more,  that  it  was  not  in 
his  Power  to  cleanfe  them,  whilft  the  Children  were 
continued  on  an  Oat-meal  Diet :  On  this  frank  and 
helplefs  ConfefTion,  I  imagined  I  might  without 
Offence,  try  Tar- water  on  thofe  poor  Incurables,  as 
well  for  their  Relief,  as  the  Good  of  others  -,  ac- 
cordingly, I  did  fo,  and  really  I  obferved  the  joyful 
Succefs  exceeded  my  Expectations :  For  above  a  hun- 
dred Children  varioufly  affected,  were  for  the  mofl 
Part  comfortably  relieved  in  one  Month's  Time,  at 
my  own  Expence  ;  each  Day  adminiflering  eight 
Gallons,  often  with  my  own  Hands,  with  three 
Pounds  of  Liquorice-ball,  cut  into  little  Bits  given 
to  the  Children,  to  render  the  Water  agreeable. 

1 7$.  At  this  Time,  there  was  a  Girl  about  nine 
Years  old  in  the  Work-houfe,  by  Name,  Mary  Mac 
Culla,  confined  to  her  Bed  for. fome  Time,  with  a 
molt  violent  Scurvy ;  fhe  had  little  or  no  Appetite, 
full  of  Pain,  becaufe  flay'd  in  feveral  Parts  by  re- 
peated Rubbings  of  Brimftone ;  at  laft  the  Girl  fell 
into  a  molt  languifhing  Way,  taking  neither  fuffi- 
cient  Food,  nor  Reft  to  fupport  Nature,  every  Day 
declining,  fo  look'd  on  by  all  who  came  to  fee  her, 
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as  paft  all  Hope.  Never thelefs,  by  taking  Tar- 
water  a  Week,  the  Girl  recovered  wonderfully ;  and 
by  continuing  the  Ufe  of  the  Water  her  Sores  foon 
dried  and  fcaled  off,  and  fhe  looked  as  one  out  of  the 
Small-pox,  but  her  Appetite  returning,  fhe  revived 
immediately,  and  is  at  this  Day,  May  the  6ch,  1745, 
one  of  the  ftrongeft  Children  in  our  Houfe,  reads 
well,  and  is  worth  all  my  Expence  and  Trouble. 

176.  The  next  Subject  was  John  Hall,  about  nine 
Years  old,  who  in  April  1744,  could  neither  fleep, 
nor  eat  what  was  fufficient  to  keep  the  Child  alive, 
as  his  Mother  informed  me,  ftill  moaning,  and  com- 
plaining of  his  Belly,  which  was  greatly  fwelled,  and 
in  all  human  Probability,  would  foon  have  died,  had 
the  Child  not  been  relieved  feafonably  by  Tar- 
water,  which  caufed  the  Child  to  void  a  large  Quan- 
tity of  Worms,  fince  which  Difcharge,  is  well,  and 
1  hear  of  no  Complaints  as  formerly  :  This  Child's 
Mother,  Mary  Hall,  then  a  Nurfe  in  the  Work- 
houfe,  being  called  on  by  the  Governors  for  her  fo- 
lemn  Teftimony  in  this  Matter,  fwore,  that  her 
Son,  foon  after  taking  Tar- water,  voided  a  Chamber- 
pot full  of  Worms,  fome  of  which,  fhe  obferved  to 
be  alive ;  and  further  fwore,  that  fhe  herfelf  was 
relieved  from  a  violent  Pain  in  her  Side  and  Stomach, 
by  a  wonderful  Difcharge  both  Ways,  caufed  by  two 
Quarts  of  Tar- water  taken  in  four  Days,  and  from  no 
Appetite  before,  fhe  then,  May  the  10th,  1744,  en- 
joyed a  very  good  one. 

177.  The  next  was  James  Ellis,  now  in  the  Work- 
houfe,  a  Lad  of  above  thirteen  Years  old,  whofe 
Hands  for  a  long  Time  were  in  a  manner  ufelefs  by 
a  running  Evil,  but  are  now  perfectly  cured  by  this 
Medicine-.  Nay,  there  is  another  Boy  in  the  fame 
Houfe,  by  Name,  George  Dorton,  whofe  Glands 
beneath  the  Chin,  were  greatly  fwelled  and  inflamed, 
ever  oozing  forth  putrid  Matter,  moving  a  Naufea  in 
all  Beholders.     This  Boy  took  Tar- water  one  Month 
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only,  which  greatly  dried  up  his  Sores,  and  is  now 
very  well. 

178.  A  fimilar  Cafe  like  this  is  that  of  a  young 
Woman,  named  Mary- Ann  Empty,  in  the  Parifh  of 
Glandorkin,  about  four  Miles  from  Dublin,  who  was 
of  late  frightfully  afflicted  with  an  Evil  in  many 
Parts,  efpecialiy  her  Face  ;  fhe  was  fome  Time  ago 
recommended  to  me  by  her  Parifh  Minifter,  and  is 
greatly  relieved,  of  which  I  am  an  Eye-witnefs  :  Her 
Mother  gave  me  the  following  Account  of  her  Cure : 
That  by  drinking  Tar- water,  her  Daughter's  Ulcers 
dried  up,  which  fo  affected  her  Face  and  Jaws,  that 
fhe  cold  neither  eat  norfwallow,  but  the  Ulcers  in 
the  Girl's  Face  burft  as  fhe  flept,  making  a  large 
Difcharge.  The  Mother  overjoyed  at  her  Daugh- 
ter's unexpected  Relief,  was  curious  to  examine  the 
Filth  which  lately  tormented  her  Daughter,  and  fhe 
affured  me,  fhe  found  in  the  Filth  that  was  dis- 
charged, a  flat  Bone  about  an  Inch  long,  not  quite 
fo  broad,  both  black  and  jagged :  This  I  fuppofe 
flopt  the  Vent  of  the  Ulcers  in  the  Face,  becaufe, 
when  removed,  the  Difcharges  for.  fome  Time  were 
very  large,  after  which  the  Maid  grew  well,  and  is 
very  little  disfigured,  and  by  continuing  to  drink 
Tar- water,  the  Girl  is  now,  in  December  1 745,  per- 
fectly cured  of  the  Evil. 

179.  Another  Cure  like  this  was  performed  on  a 
Lad,  Son  to  a  Servant  of  Alderman  Kane.  This  Lad 
received  a  Contufion  in  one  of  his  Hands-,  the  Cure 
not  perfected,  the  Sore  broke  out  again  on  the  Back 
of  the  fame  Hand ;  moreover,  another  Ulcer  broke 
out  at  the  fame  Time  in  the  Lad's  Heel,  both  Ulcers 
fubmitted  to  this  Medicine,  tho'  for  a  long  Time 
obflinate,  and  before  the  Lad  took  Tar-water  thought 
incurable. 

1 80.  Ann  Maddin,  Sifter  to  a  Woman  who  nurfes 
For  Mr.  Putlandy  had  a  very  fore  Hand  fo  fwelled 
and  inflamed,  that  the  Surgeons  believed  it  mortified, 

and 


and  To  doomed  it  to  be  cut  off;  yet  the  Doctor  that 
attended,  as  I  am  informed,  advifed  before  taking 
this  laft  Extremity,  to  try  Tar- water,  which  we  did  ; 
and  when  I  viewed  the  young  Woman's  Hand  fome 
Time  ago,  it  looked  kindly  from  a  fhapelefs  black 
Lump  •,  and  I  am  informed  by  a  Relation  of  the 
young  Woman,  that  fhe  is  in  a  manner  well,  having 
no  Pain  in  that  Part,  and  can  ufe  it  like  the  other 
Hand. 

1 8 1.  Pet.er  Evard,  Stocking- weaver,  to  be  heard 
of  at  the  Ship,  in  Old  Corn-market \  was  fo  ulcerated 
all  over  his  Body,  and  in  many  Parts  eat  away  with 
the  Scurvv,  that  he  could  not  work :  Tho'  all  Me- 
thods  were  ufed  by  the  Infirmary  feveral  Months, 
but  in  vain  ;  fo  reckoned  amongft  the  Incurables  ; 
on  this  he  took  this  Medicine,  and  immediately  re- 
covered, now  follows  hisTrade,  and  comfortably  pro- 
vides for  himfelf  and  others.  His  Mother,  an  aged 
Woman,  long  afflicted  with  an  Afthma,  took  with 
her  Son  part  of  his  Medicine,  which  relieved  her  of 
her  Afthma,  tho'  an  old  Diforder. 

182.  A  Gentleman  bred  an  Apothecary,  (and 
therefore  will  not  mention  his  Name,)  came  one 
Evening  into  our  Hall  in  a  very  melancholy  Way 
with  an  inflamed  fore  Throat;  he  faid  he  could  not 
fwallow  his  Spittle,  and  that  he  had  a  great  Lump  in 
his  Throat,  which  he  muft  get  iaunced,  immediately, 
or  it  wOuld  choak  him ;  with  much  a-do,  I  prevailed 
on  the  young  Man  to  take  a  little  Tar- water,  which 
relieved  him  immediately,  and  he  felt  no  mOre  of  his 
frightful  Lump,  but  continues  both  eafy  and  well. 
From  this  and  many  other  Inftances,  I  find  nothing 
ever  relieved  a  fore  Throat  fo  foon  and  fo  effectual- 
ly as  this  Medicine. 

183.  Mrs.  Catharine  Williams,  who  fells  Earth- 
en-ware near  the  End  of  Dirty-lane^  Thomas-Jlreet, 
had  one  a(  her  Legs  fo  long  ulcerated,  that  it  was 
doomed  to  be  cut  off,  after  great  Expence  and  moft 
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acute  Pain  \  yet  that  very  Leg  was  reftored  to  Eafe 
and  perfect  Soundnefs  by  this  powerful  Medicine 
in  a  fhort  Time  without  any  external  Application. 

184.  Mary  Philips,  now  in  the  Work-houfe, 
for  a  long  Time  had  loft  in  a  manner,  the  Ufe  of 
a  Leg,  with  a  conftant  Numbnefs  or  Tingling,  as 
if  it  were  afleep  5  fhe  could  not  walk  on  it  but  with 
Difficulty,  but  if  fhe  ftirred  quick  ever  fo  little,  fhe 
then  felt  moft  acute  Pain,  and  in  frofty  Weather, 
would  often  be  forced  to  fit  up  in  Bed  many  an 
Hour  by  Night,  moaning  and  rubbing  it ;  but  by 
Tar- water  that  Numbnefs  is  entirely  gone,  and  tho- 
fhe  walks  ever  fo  quick  or  long,  fhe  feels  no  man- 
ner of  Pain  in  that  Part,  the  fure  Confequence  (be- 
fore Tar- water)  of  fuch  Motion. 

185.  A  Son  of  Mr.  B y$  Iron-monger,  in 

Tbomas-Jlreet,  was  infected  with  a  dry  Scurf  in  the 
Scarf- fkin,  for  fome  Time,  much  like  a  Leprofy  -, 
no  Expence,  no  Advice,  was  either  with-held,  or 
wanting,  yet  the  Youth  found  no  Relief:  On  this 
the  tender  Mother  afked  the  Doctor,  if  fhe  might 
venture  to  give  the  Child  Tar- water,  fo  much  in 
vogue  about  that  Time  ;  "  Ay,  ay,"  fays  the  Doc- 
tor,  "  if  you  have  a  Mind  to  kill  your  Son  ;"  to 
demonftrate  which,  he  gave  this  Reafon,  "  what 
*'  Nature  kindly  throws  out,"  fays  he,  "  you  will 
*c  certainly  cork  up  by  the  fearing  Quality" of  Tar- 
4£  water,  and  fo  your  Son  muft  inevitably  perifh  5" 
never thelefs,  Tar- water  was  ventured  upon,  with  the 
utmoft  Dread  j  but  behold  in  a  fhort  Time  the  Lad 
became  perfectly  clean  and  healthy,  and  ftill  conti- 
nues fo.  Of  this  I  am  both  an  Eye  and  Ear-witnefs, 
becaufe  the  Lady  and  the  Lad  paid  me  a  Vifit,  and 
acknowledged  thankfully  this  great  Bleffing,  and  re- 
lated the  above  Story. 

j  8  6.  Robert  Scot,  Tape- weaver,  to  be  heard  of 
at  Paul  Jobnfton's  in  James's-Jlreet,  was  cured  fud- 
denly  by  this  powerful  Medicine,  of  an  old  Ulcer 

in 
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in  the  Thigh,  and  relieved  from  a  confumptive 
Cough,  which  fo  weakened  the  poor  Man,  that  he 
was  not  able  to  work  ;  but  now  looks  brifk,  and 
gets  his  Bread  comfortably,  and  to  ufe  his  own 
Words,  he  makes  his  Paws  maintain  his  Jaws. 

187.  Mrs.  Bermingham,  then  living  at  Mrs. 
Becks  in  Janies's-Jlreet,  labouring  for  many  Tears 
tinder  an  acute  Pain  in  her  Side,  fuppofed  to  be  an 
Impofthume,  by  this  Medicine  wa3  fuddenly  reliev- 
ed by  a  Difcharge  of  an  incredible  Quantity  of 
Filth  and  Matter  upwards;  fince  which  Time,  the 
Woman,  tho*  much  in  Years,  enjoys  the  Comforts 
of  Life,  being  now  both  vigorous  and  eafy. 

188.  Elizabeth  tVood^  at  Mr.  Mac  Guires,  the 
Corner  of  Meath-Jlfeet^  was  relieved  by  Tar- water 
from  an  old  Afthma  and  Dropfy,  with  both  which 
the  poor  Woman  feemed  every  Moment  to  be  ready 
to  expire  5  both  her  Ailments  are  cured  by  this  Wa- 
ter, and  fhe  now  thinks  of  living  as  long  as  any  of 
her  Neighbours,  being  both  hearty  and  ftrongi 

189.  William  Billingjly^  formerly  of  the  Work- 
houfe,  now  living  on  Grooked-jlaff,  was  troubled 
with  Swellings  and  violent  Pains  in  both  his  Legs 
and  Feet*  which  furTered  him  neither  to  work,  nor 
walk  j  but  after  taking  this  Medicine  only  one 
Month,  all  his  Diforders  vanifned,  he  grew  fo  flrong 
and  hearty,  that  he  wove  in  the  Work-houfe  four 
Yards  of  Check -linen  each  Day  5  I  fpoke  to  him 
February  7,  1^44*  at  which  Time  he  was  very 
well. 

190.  John  Rofei  riOw'  in  the  Work-houfe^  was  a 
long  Time  bed-rid,  with  Cramps  all  over  him* 
from  whenGe  the  Pain  was  fo  acute  and  conftant^ 
that  his  piteous  Moans  both  Night  and  Day,  dif. 
turbed  all  about  him  ;  but  by  taking  Tar-water  one 
Month,  his  Diforder  vanifhed,  as  it  were,  without: 
the  leaft  Return  fince  May  1744*  and  now  enjoys 
his  Limbs,  tho*  not  able  to  flir  one  Foot  before. 
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191.  Rohert  I'urnbowl,  a  Boy  of  the  fame  Houfe, 
was  brought  on  a  Boy's  Back,  and  laid  down  at  my 
Chamber-door,  not  being  able  to  ftir  one  Step,  yet 
by  ufing  this  powerful  Medicine  one  Month,  reco- 
vered his  Legs,  and  now  goes  tolerably. 

192,  John  Wo.rburghS)  of  the  fame  Family,  was 
frightfully  afflicted   with    an    Inflammation    in  his 
Head,  his  Eye-lids  were  fo  fwelied,  that  the  Boy 
was  led  to  my  Apartment,  being  as  dark  as  one 
Stone-blind,  and  there  fupplicated  very  folemnly  and 
fervently  for  Tar- water  •,  he  obtained   his  Requefr, 
tho'  I  was  then  doubtful  of  Succefs;  yet  on  taking 
this  Medicine  three  Days,  the  Inflammation  fo  cool- 
ed, that  the  Boy's  Eyes  were  perfectly  reftored  ;  how- 
ever, his  Forehead,  Chin,  and  the  Back  of  his  Head, 
were  covered  with  a  large  and  ftrange  Eryfipelas ; 
all  which  in  three  Days  Time  fcaled  off,  the  whole 
Inflammation  cooled,  and  the  Boy  continues  very 
well,   and  free   from  that  Dilbrder  now  upwards  of 
twelve  Months. 

193.  Richard  Keeves,  of  this  Family,  had  two 
bleeding  Ulcers  in  his  Thigh,  which  did  not  per- 
mit him  to  deep,   work  or  walk,  both  which  were 

'  cured  in  a  fhort  Time  by  this  Medicine  without  any 
outward  Application. 

194.  There  is  a  Gentlewoman  on  Arbour-hill, 
who  fuffered  a  great  deal  a  long  Time  by  an  Ulcer 
in  her  Leg,  and  after  many  coftly  Experiments,  and 
painful  ones  too,  was  injoined  Patience,  as  being  in- 
curable. Then,  as  her  Jaft  Shift,  me  fell  to  Tar- 
water,  by  which  Die  is  fo  well  recovered,  that  fhe 
is  now  able  to  go  to  Church,  to  return  Thanks  for 
fo  great  a  Bleffing  j  nay,  walks  without  Pain  or  Dif- 
ficulty any  where,  tho'  before,  me  could  not  ftir  a 
Foot  without  both. 

195.  There  is  an  Officer  in  the  Barracks,  who 
for  a  long  Time  felt,  after  walking  a  little  Way,  a 
grievous  Pain  in  the  Back-fmews  of  his  Legs,  but 

on 
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on  drinking  Tar-water,  all  Complaints  there  are 
perfectly  vanimed,  tho'  he  walks  ever  fo  much  and 
fail,  having  made  the  Experiment ;  and  this  I  had 
from  his  own  Mouth. 

196.  Matthew  Lynch,  an  old  Man,  feventy  Years 
at  leaft,  now  living  at  Mr.  Floyde's  in  Kilmainham* 
was  lately  afthmatick  to  a  great  Degree,  and  fo  af- 
flicted  with  the  Piles,  that  he  was  always  feared  to 
Death,  whenever  he  had  a  Call  that  Way,  the  Pain 
was  fo  great ;  but  now  by  the  powerful  Help  of  this 
Medicine,  he  can  do  every  natural  Office  with  Eafe, 
and  is  not  only  relieved  from  all  his  old  Diforders, 
but  feems  to  have  regained  new  Life  and  Vigour. 

197.  The  prefent  Reader  in  Chrift  Churchy  was 
attacked  with  an  Hoarfenefs  a  confiderable  Time, 
and  affured  me  he  was  .frightened  at  its  Continu- 
ance^ but  is  now  fo  cleared  up  by  Tar-water,  that 
he  is  able  now  to  ling,  O  be  joyful. 

198.  Mr.  John  Purcell,  Son  to  the  prefent  Trea- 
furer  of  the  Work-houfe,  feemed  for  fome  Time  to 
be  in  a  decling  Way,  from  a  confumptive  Cough 
and  frequent  Stitches ;  but  by  taking  this  Reftora-  ' 
tive,  he  revives  daily,  and  no  Wonder,  for  from 
Time  to  Time,  the  Lad  voided  feveral  large  Worms, 
accidentally  dilcovered,  and  many  probably  we 
know  nothing  of. 

199.  Jane  Hamilton,  now  in  the  Work-houfe, 
Dublin,  being  grievouQy  afflicted  with  a  fcald  Head, 
for  which"  (lie  was  four  Years  under  Cure  in  Mer^ 
cer's  Hofpital,  but  without  Effect,  was  after  admit- 
ted into  the  Work-houfe,  where  for  feveral  Years  ail 
Methods  of  Cure  were  purfued,  but  to  as  little  Pur- 
pofe  :  On  which  Account,  fhe  was  fent  to  me  as  art 
obftinate  Cafe,  to  try  what  Tar-water  would  do.  I 
accordingly  took  the  Girl  in  Hand,  and  gave 
her  nothing  but  Tar- water,  Morning  and  Evening 
for  a  Month  j  then  I  had  her  Head  warned  and 
rubbe4  twice  a  Day  with  a  Spunge  dipp'd  in  warm 
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ftrong  Tar-water,  made  of  a  Quart  of  Tar,  and 
two  Quarts  of  boiling  Water,  till  all  the  Scurf 
came  off;  by  which  Method,  the  Girl  is  now  per- 
fectly clean,  healthy  and  ftrong,  with  a  thick  Head 
of  Hair,  as  if  nothing  had  ever  ailed  her,  to  the 
Admiration  of  all,  who  once  knew  her  in  a  moft 
miferable  Condition. 

200.  One  Mrs.  Eager ;  now  living  at  Mullmeback9 
near  New-row,  'Thomas-fireet,  threw  up  from  time 
to  time,  fuch  vaft  Quantities  of  Blood  that  fhe  was 
as  pale  as  a  Ghoft,  and  fo  feeble,  that  fhe  could 
fcarce  fland :  But  after  taking  Tar-water,  the 
bloody  Difcharge  ceafed,  and  fhe  improved 
daily,  till  now  fhe  is  become  a  hearty  ftrong 
Woman. 

20  r.  Mr.  William  Dickifon,  oppofite  James's 
Church,  was  for  fome  Time  very  Deaf;  He  took 
Tar-water,  on  which  his  Chin  broke  out,  after 
which  he  could  hear  as  well  as  ever,  and  continues 
to  do  fo,  though  upwards  of  two  Years  ago. 

There  are  a  great  many  more  Cafes,  very  afto- 
niihing  for  their  Succefs,  which  I  muft  pafs  by  iri 
Silence,  not  being  permitted  for  fome  Reafons  tq 
mention  the  Names  of  the  Parties  concerned  ;  yet 
there  is  one  fq  remarkably  true  and  aftonifhing, 
that  I  cannot  omit  it,  without  Detriment  to  the 
Publick;  On  which  Account,  I  hope  the  Perfons 
concerned  will  ta.ke  no  Offence,  fince  defigned  only 
for  the  Benefit  of  others, 

A  mod  remarkable  Cafe. 

202.  The  third  of  November  laft,  a  Surgeon  qf 
this  City  paid  me  a  Vifit,  in  order,  (as  he  laid)  tq 
thank  me  for  a  moft  wonderful  Cure  performed  by. 
my  Tar- water  ;  This  made  me  curious  to  know  the 
Cafe,  he  affured  me,  a  Perfqn  in  this  Town  had 
laboured  for  fome  Time  under  the  foul  Piforder, 
which  had  fo  infected  the  whole  Mafs3  that  Part  of 
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the  unhappy  Creature's  Nofe  was  loft,  before  he 
was  called  in  ;  fo  that  the  Infection  by  that  Time 
was    fpread    from    Top  to  Toe;    for   in    one    of 
the  Calves  of  the  poor  Creature's  Leg,  he  could 
thruft  his  Fill,  and  the  whole  Back  was  as  bare  as 
a  cafed  Rabbet  •,  as  alfo  the  Head  and  Glands  were 
fo  inflamed,  he  often   fpent  two  Hours  about  this 
one  Subject ;    but  fays  he,   to  fhorten  my  Story, 
having    fome  Time   tried  in  vain  all  Methods  in 
Practice  for  fiich  a  Diforder,  I  then  gave  my  Patient 
your  Tar-water  •,  the  fenfible  and  fudden  Effects  of 
which,  aftonifhed  me ;    all  the   Ulcers  appearing 
more  cool  and  kindly  ;  I  then  began  (continues  he) 
to  conceive  fome  Hope  of  my  Patient,  though  be- 
fore in  good  Truth,  I  had  none  at  all.     After  my 
Patient  had  taken  a  Gallon  of  your  Tar-water,  as 
I  came  in  one  Morning,  I  found  my  Patient  full 
of  Complaints,  feemingly  very  fretful,  and  uneafyj 
on  aiding   the   Caufe,  my   Patient  protefted  very 
folemnly,  never  to  touch  one  Drop  more  of  Tar- 
water,  becaufe  the  laft  Night's  Operation  caufed 
by  Tar-water,  was  fo  violent  and  fearching  ;  Iftrove 
to  get  the  better  of  this  rafh  Diflike,  by  mewing 
plainly  the  true  Reafon  and  future  Benefit  of  this 
ftrong  Operation,  but  to  no  Purpofe  •,  fo  Tar- water 
was  omitted  forty-eight  Hours,  at  the  End  of  which 
Time,  all  the  Sores  and  Ulcers  became  once  more 
putrid,  and  inflamed  very  fenfibly,  plainly  demon- 
ftrating  an  abfolute  Neceffity  of  returning  to  our 
old  Medicine ;  after  fome  Struggle  with  my  Patient's 
obftinate  Prejudice,  we  did  fo,  and  now  I  am  able 
to  allure  you,  Sir,  fays  the  Surgeon,  my  Patient 
is  perfectly  recovered,  the  Nofe  excepted  ;  and  this 
whole  Cure,  as  ftrange  as  it  is,  wasaccompliihed  by 
your  Tar- water,  and  no  other  Medicine ;  now,  Sir, 
continues  he,  I  muft  confefs,   that  a  Principle  of 
Gratitude  is  not  the  only  Motive  of  this  Vifit  and 
frank  Confeflion,  but  alfo  to  intreat  you,  to  inform 
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me  of  your  Sort  of  Tar,  and  how  you  make  your 
Water :  Which  I  imagine,  fays  he,  will  be  of  great 
Service  to  the  moft  wretched  of  Mankind  :  Ac- 
cordingly I  informed  him  of  the  Sort  of  Norway 
Tar  I  made  ufe  of,  and  how  I  prepared  the 
Water. 

203.  A  Gentleman  now  lodging  on  Arbour-hilly 
was  fo  afflicted  with  inward  Pains,  and  emaciated 
to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  he  was  obliged  to  part  with 
an  honourable  and  profitable  Commifiion,  when 
commanded  lately  abroad.  When  all  other  Medi- 
cines and  Advice  failed,  he  drank  for  fome  time 
Tar-water  of  his  own  making,  which  he  allured 
me  had  almoft  poifoned  him,  without  any  manner 
of  Eaie  or  Relief.  On  this  Difappointment,  by 
Advice  of  a  Friend,  lie  fent  to  me  for  fome  of  my 
Tar-water  :  On  taking  which  for  fome  time,  his 
Pains  immediately  vanifhed,  and  never  returned, 
though  upwards  of  four  Months,  he  (till  continuing 
the  Ufe  of  the  Water.  Moreover  the  Night  paffes 
now  infenfibly,  whereas  before  he  drank  my  Tar- 
water,  he  generally  reckoned  by  the  Clock  every 
Hour  of  the  Night,  from  which  comfortable  Com- 
pofure,  his  natural  Appetite  returned,  and  he  is 
now  become  an  hail  brifk  ftrongMan. 

204,  Mrs.  Dtckfon,  now  living  at  Mrs.  Ford*s  at 
Jjland  bridge?  laboured  a  long  time  under  a  Com- 
plication of  Disorders,  but  more  especially,  a  fre- 
quent Colic,  and  inveterate  Scurvy,  which  affected 
her  whole  Body,  and  her  Face  particularly,  which 
are  now  all  cured  by  this  Medicine  only. 

205.  Mifs  Martha  Dowers,  living  oppofite  to 
the  Cock  and  Bowl  in  Plimket-fireet,  was  long 
afflicted  with  an  inyeterate  Scurvy  over  her  whole 
Body,  and  for  Years  continued  incurable,  the'  all 
Methods  were  tryed,  that  the  young  Woman  could 
either  purchafe  or  think  of ;  at  la  ft  the  took  Tar- 
>vater,  which  effectually  cured  her  y  of  which  I  am 
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an  Eye-witnefs,  being  with  me  at  the  Work-houfe 
the  26th  of  November  1745,  to  acknowledge  the 
Bleffing  fhe  received,  and  to  return  Thanks,  not 
having  the  leaft  Speck  or  Spot,  and  looking  healthy 
and  well. 

206.  Mr.  William  Fojler,  Brother  to  Mr.  Fojler, 
Brewer  in  James' s-Jlreet,  Dublin,  came  to  Town 
the  Beginning  of  November  1 745,  forely  affli6ted 
with  a  Swelling  in  both  his  Legs,  together  with  a 
fevere  Cough,  for  which  he  took  but  one  Gallon  of 
Tar- water,  and  this  Day  November  16,  I  am  af- 
fured  by  his  Nephew,  that  the  Swelling  is  gone, 
and  alfo  the  Cough,  and  he  who  feemed  to  be  in  a, 
languiihing  Condition  when  he  came  to  Town  late- 
ly, revives  daily,  and  feems  to  be  reftored  to  a  new 
State  of  Health. 

207.  Meffieurs  Majfy  and  Boucher,  of  the  County 
of  Limerick,  from  long  Confinement,  and  other 
Misfortunes,  contracted  fuch  ill  Habits  of  Body, 
that  their  Phyficians  gave  Teftimony  that  they  could 
not  live,  if  confined  in  the  Place  where  they  were, 
fo  were  brought  into/my  Neighbourhood-  to  preferve 
their  Lives :  By  which  happy  Accident,  hearing  of 
Tar-water,  they  immediately  fent  for  fome,  which 
they  drank,  and  were  reftored  furprizingly  in  a 
fhort  time,  after  every  other  Method  prefcribed  by 
the  bed  Phyficians  had  failed.  The  5th  of  this 
Inftant  November  1745,  I  fpoke  to  them  both, 
and  they  affured  me,  that  they  have  been  well 
ever  fince  they  took  Tar- water,  now  upwards  of 
fix  Months. 

208.  A  Gentlewoman  of  my  Acquaintance,  was 
attacked  September  laft  1 745,  with  a  fevere  Ague-fit, 
about  three  in  the  Morning,  which  fhook  her  up- 
wards of  two  Hours.  On  this  I  gave  her  about  a 
Naggin  of  Tar-water,  which  compofed  her  immedi- 
ately, and  fhe  took  a  refrefhing  Nap  for  fbme  time  ;  * 
ft  Nine  the  fame  Morning  preparing  to  rife,  fhe 

could 
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couid  not  ftir  her  left  Leg,  being  very  fliffand  fore, 
and  greatly  fwelled  and  inflamed.  On  this  a  Sur- 
geon was  called  in,  who  allured  it  was  a  moil  vio- 
lent Diforder,  nor  could  he  forefee  the  Confequence  j 
being  thus  alarmed,  fhe  kept  her  Bed  for  fome 
time,  and  fhjped  her  Leg  with  Spirits  of  Wine,  but 
took  no  Medicine  inwardly  but  Tar-water,  by 
which  Means,  me  had  no  other  Ague-fit,  and  her 
Leg  is  now  neither  fwelled  nor  inflamed,  but  in  all 
Appearance,  and  by  its  eafy  natural  Ufe,  as  well 
and  as  found  as  the  other. 

209.    A  moji   remarkable   Cure  of  a  Gentleman' 's 
Daughter    about    nine  Tears  old,    lately   in  the 

Small-pox. 

Mifs  Hannah  Hartnell,  now  living  at  Mrs.  Greenh 
in  Ransford-ftreet,  the  6th  of  November-  ij 4 5,  fell 
ill  of  the  Small-pox,  her  Parents  having,  from  read- 
ing Siris,  a  good  Opinion  of  Tar- water,  were  will- 
ing to  make  ufe  of  it ;  accordingly  I  ordered  the 
Quantity  of  a  Naggin  of  Tar-water  to  be  given 
to  the  Child  warm  every  fixth  Hour ;  the  Child 
took  it,  and  it  fat  well  on  her  Stomach,  till  the 
third  Day,  but  then  fhe  threw  it  up  in  a  fhort 
Time  after  it  was  down  with  a  Load  of  Filth  and 
Phlegm  y  by  which  Means  all  Oppreffion  and  Pain 
in  the  Child's  Stomach  ceafed,  of  which  fhe  conti- 
nually complained  before.  Moreover,  on  that  Day, 
(viz.  the  third)  fhe  had  a  violent  Lax,  which  conti- 
nued about  twenty  Hours,  ft  ill  fhe  took  her  Tar-wa- 
ter as  before,  but  obferving  fhe  threw  up  all  or  moft 
of  it,  I  then  ordered  a  third  of  warm  Water  to  be 
mixt  with  it,  to  make  it  weaker,  which  caufed  it  to, 
fit,  for  fhe  never  threw  it  up  after,  nay  was  not  (a 
much  as  fick,  or  made  the  leaft  Complaint,  until 
Monday  the  17th  of  November,  being  the  13th 
Day  ;  at  which  Time,  when  I  payed  my  Vifit  in  the 
Morning,  I  found  the  Child  in  a  moft  hopelefs  Way  1 

the 
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the  Difcharge  at  her   Nofe  and  Eyes  was  ftopt, 
which  before  that  time  was  very  large  (the  Diforder 
on  the  Child's  Face  being  confluent,  and  never  filled, 
the  Pus  difcharging  itfelf  that  way)  the  Small-pox 
on  her  Hands  appeared  black  or  livid  •,  the  Child 
grew  cold,  with  little  or  no  Pulfe,  together  with  an 
hard  Hoarfenefs,  and  a  continual  Cough.     Thofe 
deadly  Symptoms  and  Hidden  Alteration  aftonifh- 
ed  me  greatly,    having  left  the  Chjjd   the  Evening 
before  in  a  very  promifing  Way.     I   then  ftrictly 
.examined  how  this  frightful  Alteration  happened, 
and  found,  that  by  Accident,  Water  was  fpilt  in  the 
Child's  Bed,  out  of  which  fhe  was  taken,  tho'  in  a 
cold  frofty  Day,  and  continued  fo  for  fome  confider- 
able  Time,  becaufe  the  was  not  put  into  Bed  till  all 
the  wet  Things  were  dried  and  adjufted.     From  that 
Inftant,  all  our  former  Hopes  of  the  Child's  Reco^. 
very  vanimed,  and  as  for  my  Part,  I  did  not  ima- 
gine fhe  could  ftruggle  twelve  Hours,  from  the  Ob- 
structions in  both  Head  and  Throat,  which  appear^ 
ed    mod  ftubborn  and  obftinate,  the  Child  being 
able  neither  to  fpeak,   fwallow,  or  breathe  freely : 
However,  tho'  my  Hope  was  indeed  but  very  fmall, 
immediately  I  warm'da  Naggin  of  Tar- water,  with- 
out any  Mixture,  and  obliged  the  poor  Child  with 
fome  Difficulty  to  fip  it,  little  by  little,  till  in  fome 
confiderable  Time,  fhe  got  all  down,  and  it  i>ai4 
with  her.     On  this  I  ordered  fome  healthy  careful 
Perfon  to  be  put  into  Bed,  and  to  take  the  Child  in- 
to their  Arms,  to  infufe  Heat  if  poffible.    The  ten- 
der Mother  readily  obeyed,  in  fome  time  the  Child 
grew  warm  and  eafy,  fell  into  a  fine  Sweat,  and  flept 
for  about  two  Hours,  after  which,  the  former  Dif- 
charge from  both  Nofe  and  Eyes  burft  forth  a-new, 
and  appeared  as  large,  if  not  larger  for  fome  time 
than   ever  ♦,    which  greatly  promoted  the  Child's 
fpeedy  Recovery  from  this  mod  imminent  Danger. 
|feing  npw  up  ancj  well2  with  a  keen  Appetite,  good 

Pigeftion, 
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Digeftion,  and  what  is  moftaftoniihingin  the  whole 
Procefs,  for  the  Space  of  twenty-one  Days,  fhe  was 
not  once  fick,  or  made  the  lead  Complaint,  the  3d 
and  13th  Days  excepted.  Now  I  beg  Leave  to 
affure  the  Publick,  that  this  Child  took  no  manner 
of  Medicine,  but  only  Tar- water,  not  one  Drop  of 
Sack  or  Sack-whey,  her  common  Drink  was  two- 
milk  Whey,  or  boiled  Milk  and  Water,  of  which 
fhe  took  plentifully,  and  always  warm  :  By  a  Blef- 
fing  on  which  Method,  me  is  now  livelier  and  hear- 
tier than  before  fhe  lay  down,  being  only  the  23d 
Day,  this  28th  of  November  1745. 

210.  Mr.  William  Charleton^  in  November  1745, 
was  attacked  with  a  violent  Fever,  of  which  he 
feem'd  to  get  the  better,  but  relapfed  immediately, 
under  which  he  languifhed  for  fome  Time,  and 
feem'd  pah:  Hope  ;  as  an  Addition  to  his  Diforder, 
an  inflamed  Ulcer  fo  affected  his  Throat  inwardly, 
that  he  could  not  fwallow,  upon  this  he  fent  to  me 
for  Tar-water  ;  on  taking  which  his  Ulcer  van iflied, 
his  Appetite  returned,  his  Fever  entirely  left  him, 
without  any  bad  Symptom,  and  the  young  Gentle- 
man is  now,  I  thank  God,  both  lively  and  ftrong, 
from  a  very  languifhing  dangerous  State :  All 
which,   this   Morning  December  24,  he  thankfully 

:  acknowledged  in  my  Room,  where  he  took  with  me 
a  Cup  of  Tar- water  with  the  greateft  Alacrity.  He 
lodges  at  Mr.  Silk's  oppofite  the  Work-houfe. 

211.  John  Mac  Donald^  now  in  the  Work-houfe, 
was  miferably  eat  away  with  the  King's-evil  in 
many  Parts  of  his  Body,  it  confumed  half  his  Face, 
fo  that  he  was  naufeous  both  to  himfelf  and  others; 
This  firft  happened  to  him  in  the  Country:  In 
Hopes  of  Relief,  he  fet  out  for  this  City,  and  by 
Accident  met  the  Bifhop  of  Cloyne,  who  advifed 
him  to  Tar- water,  and  gave  him  fome  Money  to 
provide  it.  The  Lad  neglected  this  good  Advice, 
bu$  obtained  Admiflion  into  one  of  the  Infirmaries, 

where 
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where  being  twice  falivated,  but  nothing  better,  he 
was  turned  out  as  incurable  j    being  in  great  Dif- 
trefs,  he  came  into  theWork-houfe  as  a  Vagabond, 
where  he  was  falivated  alfo,  but  his  Evil  flill  conti- 
nued obftinate,  without  the  leaft  Sign  of  Relief,  tho' 
reduced  in  a  manner  to  a  Shadow  •,  as  he  was  crawl- 
ing about,  I  took  notice  of  him,  and  advifed  him 
to  Tar- water,  he  complied,  and  in  the  Space  of  a 
Fortnight,  he  found  m'oft  fenfible  Relief,  fo  conti- 
nued taking  Tar-water   about  fix  Weeks   longer, 
which  cured  all  the  Ulcers  of  his  Body  -,  but  where 
the  Sores  were,  the  Skin  is  drawn  up  in  Wrinkles, 
tho'  without  any  Weaknefs  or  Pain.    Thus  far  Mr. 
Hill. 

212.  An  Extratl  of  a  Letter  from  a  Gentleman  of 
Veracity  and  Credit,  relating   to  his  own  Cafe  j 
dated  the  10th  of  December  1745. 
It  is  fomewhat  more  than  a  Year  ago  I  firfl  med- 
dled with  Tar- water,  only  playing  with  it.     I  found 
it  good  for  a  flow  Digeftion,  and  a  Strengthener  of 
a  weak  Stomach.     At  Times  I  was  wont  to  be  trou- 
bled with  the  Piles,  and  with  a  Pain  in  the  lower 
Part  of  my  Back,  in  both  which  Cafes  it  befriended 
me.     But  afterward  being  pretty  well  at  Eafe,  I 
thought  but  little  of  Tar-water,  till  the  Beginning 
of  July  laft,  when  the  fame  Pain  in  the  lower  Part 
of  my  Back  afflicted  me  fo  violently,  as  to  caufe 
me  to  apply  to  a  Phyfician,  from  whom  I  gathered, 
that  what  I  had  deemed  to  be  of  the  Gravel-kind, 
was  gouty.     However,    I  determined  with  myfelf 
to  go  into  the  Ufe  of  Tar- water  in  earneft ;  which 
I  have  regularly  done  fince  that  Time,  only  with 
ihort  Intermiffions  now  and  then  ;  and,  by  the  di- 
vine Bleffing,  with  much  Advantage  to  my  Health 
and  Strength,  Freedom  of  Spirits  and  Chearfulnefs. 
When  I  came  into  the  regular  Ufe  of  it,  I  took  a 
Refolution  to  oblige  myfelf  to  as  cool  and  mild  Diet 

as 
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as  I  could  well  bear,  and  to  deal  lefs  than  Formerly 
in  Flefh-meat,  and  Malt-liquor,  or  Wine,  or  Cy- 
der: And  many  Times,  I  believe,  much  lefs  than  a 
Pound  of  Fleflh,'  and  a  Quart  of  thofe  Liquors  put  to- 
gether, had  ferved  me  a  Week.  This  I  did  on  Ac- 
count of  its  being  warm,  as  I  fuppofed^  and  Cordial 
in  its  Nature,  concluding  it  would  fufficiently  fupport 
the  Conftitution,  as  the  Effect  has  proved.  Indeed, 
I  find  little  or  no  Inclination  to  drink  except  at 
Meals,  and  then  lefs  than  formerly*  nor  find  the 
want  of  Cordial,  whilft  in  the  Ufes  of  Tar- water. 
I  Was  near  thirty  Years  old,  when  an  ulcerous 
Ailment  came  upon  me  in  my  Seat  %  and  'tis  now 
fomewhat  more  than  thirty  Years,  that  it  hath  been 
a  running  Grief  or  IfTue,  more  or  lefs,  to  be  fure 
fome  time  in  every  Moon  pretty  plentifully  difcharg- 
ing  a  purulent  Matter  ;  but  this  Difcharge  is  now 
{topped  by  the  Means  of  Tar-water. 

This  Gentleman,  though  perfectly  freed  from  all 
his  Ailments*  yet  is  apprehenfive^  that. the  flopping 
and  healing  up  his  Ulcer,  may  be  attended  with  bad 
Confequences,  under  the  Notion,  that  the  want  of 
fuch  a  Difcharge,  which  he  has  been  fo  long  ac- 
cuftomed  to,  may  oecafion  fome  Diforderelfe-where, 
and  therefore  would  be  advifed  about  continuing 
the  Ufe  of  Tar-water  ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  fays,1 
that  having  found  it  fo  friendly,  he  is  afraid  of  being 
advifed  to  forbear  the  Ufe  of  it,  as  long  as  the  Be- 
nefit received  is  manifeft  in  the  Enjoyment  of  abet- 
ter State  of  Health  and  Eafe,  unattended  with  any 
prefent  Inconvenience.  It  is  pleafant  to  fee  how  this 
Patient  is  frighted  at  his  being  cured  of  a  running 
Ulcer,  which  had  infefted  him  for  thirty  Years :  He 
could  not  be  perfectly  cured,  unlefs  his  Ulcer  was 
healed,  and  there  is  nothing  to  fear  from  thence*  as 
the  peccant  Humour  was  not  repelled,  or  driven  to 
other  Parts,  but  corrected  and  mended  ;  fuch  is  ths 
wonderful  Force  of  Tar-water  in  fweetening  the 
Blood  and  Juices.  213,//* 
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413.  In  September  1745,  the  two  following  Geft~ 
tlemengave  me  at  their  refpeclive  Houfes  in  Cloyne, 
an  Account  of  the  Benefits  they  received  by  the  Ufi 
of  Tar -water. 

Mr.  James  Hanning,  by  Catching  Cold,  Wasfeized 
with  a  violent  Fever  in  November  1743,  his  Feet 
and  Legs  were  at  firft  extreamly  cold,  his  Head 
much  difturbed,  and  he  loft  all  Appetite,  being 
judged  by  all  to  be  in  a  dangerous  Condition  by  the 
Height  of  his  Fever  •,  he  had  Recourfe  to  Tar- wa- 
ter, which  he  drank  in  Plenty,  and  took  nothing 
elfe  •,  in  ten  Days  drinking,  his  Fever,  and  all  other 
bad  Symptoms  went  off,  and  in  a  Fortnight's  Time 
he  was  perfectly  recovered. 

214.  Mr.  Clement  Fojier,  who  deals  much  there 
in  the  Worried- trade,  was  in  Summer  1744,  feized 
with  a  Fever,  which  greatly  affected  him,  and  made 
him  incapable  to  do  any  Bufinefc :  He  was  advifed  to 
drink  Tar-water,  which  had  fuch  an  Effect,  that  in 
ten  Days  his  Fever  turned  to  an  Ague,  which  was 
fo  eafy,  that  on  the  firft  taking  the  Bark,  he  was 
perfectly  cured  }  he  informed  me  alfo,  that  he  ufed  to 
be  troubled  with  one  or  two  Fits  of  the  Gout  every 
Year  for  feveral  Years  paft,  but  that  he  had  no  Re- 
turn of  it,  fince  he  began  to  drink  Tar-water. 

215.  Robert  Dillon  of  Clonbrock  in  the  County 
of  Galway,  Efq;  Member  of  Parliament,  was  pleafed 
to  give  me  the  following  Account  in  January  1745, 
that  he  had  been  afflicted  with  the  Gout  above 
fifteen  Years,  which  became  more  violent  every 
Year,  that  he  ufed  to  (be  confined  in  the  Fits  for 
many  Months  together,  with  great  Pain,  and  fuch 
Weaknefs  in  his  Limbs,  that  he  could  hardly  walk  5 
that  when  he  was  out  of  the  Fits,  he  was  troubled 
in  the  Morning  efpecially,  with  a  great  uneafinefs 
and  loathing  in  his  Stomach,  and  a  Difcharge  of  a 
great  deal  of  Phlegm,  that  he  had  no  Relief  from 

any 
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any  Medicine  he  took  ;  but  that  in  Summer  1744, 
he  began  to  drink  Tar-water,  which  he  has  continu- 
ed for  a  Year  and  half  without  Intermiffion,  taking 
conftantly  half  a  Pint  in  the  Morning,  and  as  much 
every  Night,  which  he  was  encouraged  to  do  by 
the  Benefit  he  received  by  it  •,  all  the  Loathing  in 
his  Stomach  is  quite  gone,  and  though  he  has  now 
arid  then  fome  Fits  of  the  Gout,  yet  they  happen 
but  feldom,  and  laft  but  a  Ihort  time  with  little  or 
no  Pain,  and  he  now  enjoys  good  Appetite  and 
Spirits,  though  his  Limbs  are  Hill,  weak,  and  he 
thinks  himfelf  happy  in  comparifon  of  his  former 
Condition. 

1 1 6.  Henry  Leftrange  of  the  King's  County,  Efqj 
Member  of  Parliament,  informed  me  in  January 
1 745,  that  he  had  been  troubled  with  the  Gout  for 
ten  Years  paft,  that  about  four  Years  ago  he  was 
feized  with  the  Small-pox,  from  which  he  recover- 
ed with  great  Difficulty,  that  for  a  Year  after  he  had 
no  Return  of  the  Gout,  but  that  for  the  laft  three 
Years,  the  Gout  returned  upon  him  with  more  Vio- 
lence, fo  that  he  had  a  Fit  every  Autumn  and  Spring  % 
that  the  Fit  in  the  laft  Spring  lafted  three  Months, 
which  deprived  him  of  Reft,  Appetite,  and  Spirits  j 
that  being  advifed  to  drink  Tar-water,  he  began  to 
drink  it  in  Summer  1745,  which  he  has  continued 
the  Ufe  of  ever  fince,  with  fuch  good  Effecl,  that 
he  has  had  no  Return  of  the  Gout  in  the  ufual  Sea- 
fon,  nor  any  Symptom  of  it,  and  now  enjoys  a  good 
Appetite,  Flow  of  Spirits,  and  Freedom  from  all 
Uneafinefs,  and  has  the  full  Ufe  and  Strength  of  his 
Limbs  as  much  as  ever,  and  refolves  to  drink  Tar- 
water  conftantly,  to  which  he  imputes  all  his  Re- 
covery. 

217.  Colonel  Charles  Tottenham  of  Tottenham- 
green,  in  the  County  of  Wexford,  Efq;  Member  of 
ParLamentjinformedme  on  the  30th  of  January  1 745, 
that  he  had  been  affiicled  with  a  dead  Ague  for  five 
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Years,  and  had  not  any  cold  Fits,  but  that  his  hot . 
Fits  were  very  violent,  being  conftantly  attended 
with  prodigious  Sweats,  which  wafted  and  weaken- 
ed him  greatly  •,  he  had  loft  his  Appetite  and  Spirits, 
and  though  he  took  great  Quantities  of  the  Bark, 
he  Found  himfelf  the  worfe  for  it.  In  this  decaying 
Condition,  he  confuted  the  Phyficians  in  Dublin* 
and  took  their  Prefcriptions  without  any  Relief. 
But  in  Summer,  1 744,  he  had  Recourfe  to  Tar- 
water,  which  he  drank  cold,  half  a  Pint  in  the 
Morning,  and  as  much  at  Night,  for  a  Month  or 
fixWeeks,  and  found  that  the  Tar- water  griped  him 
very  much,  and  gave  him  no  Relief;  upon  which 
he  difcontinued  the  Ufe  of  it :  but  finding  that  his 
Diforder  (till  grew  worfe,  and  hearing  that  it  was 
advifed  in  Cafes  of  Agues,  Colics,  and  Fevers,  to 
drink  Tar- water  warm,  and  in  fmaller  Quantities 
at  a  Time,  he  followed  that  Advice,  and  from  the 
Moment  he  drank  it  Milk- warm,  he  found  it  agree 
with  his  Stomach,  and  got  immediate  Relief,  and 
continuing  to  drink  it  plentifully  in  that  Form,  he 
has  entirely  got  the  better  of  his  dead  Ague,  and  is 
quite  free  from  all  Symptoms  of  it ;  he  has  reco- 
vered his  Appetite,  Spirits,  and  Reft,  arid  attributes 
his  Recovery  altogether  to  Tar- water,  which  he  ftill 
drinks  and  refolves  always  to  drink,  as  it  is  no  way 
difagreeable  to  him,  and  fo  very  ufeful. 

218.  Mr.  William  Willdn,  Tape- weaver  in  Thomas-* 
Jlreet,  Dublin,  informed  me  in  January,  1745,  that 
for  many  Years  he  had  been  afflicted  with  the  Gout, 
which  gave  him  much  Pain,  and  frequently  Con- 
fined him  to  his  Chamber  ,  that  being  advifed  to 
drink  Tar- water,  he  did  fo  in  the  regular  Manner, 
which  gave  him  Spirits,  Appetite,  and  Eafe,  by 
which,  he  is  now  able  to  attend  all  his  Bufinefs 
abroad  without  Pain  from  the  Gout :  and  thoueh  he 
has  ftill  a  Weaknefs  in  his  Limbs,  he  imputes  that 
to  the  Neceffity  of  walking  much  abroad,  which  his 
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Affairs  Frequently   require,    and  acknowledges  the 
great  Benefit  he  received  by  drinkfng-Tar-water. 

219.    Captain  Solomon  Debrifay,  of  the  City  of 
Dublin,  favoured  me  with  the  following  Detail  of 
his  Cafe  in  January,  1745.     He  was  troubled  with 
a  fcorbutical  Diforder  above  twenty  Years,  for  which 
he  took  feveral  Medicines  in  England,  France,  and 
Ireland;  and  though  he  fometimes  had  fome  Abate- 
ment of  his  Diforder,  yet  at  laft  it  grew  very  vio- 
lent, breaking  out  into  running  Sores,  and  Scruff, 
and  attended  with  great  Pain,  fo  that  he  could  hard- 
ly ride  or  walk  without  great  Uneannefs.     In  this 
Condition  in  September,   1 744,  he  got  an  Inflam- 
mation of  the  Lungs  and  violent  Cough,  by  catch- 
ing cold,  for  which  he  was  blooded  and  vomited  ; 
and  when  he  had  got  the  better  of  the  Inflamma- 
tion, he  took  Tar-water  to  remove  his  Cough,  at 
the  Rate  of  a  Pint  a  Day,  which  in  a  little  Time 
carried  off  his  Cough ;  and  finding  the  Water  to  a- 
gree  with  him,  and  that  it  made  him  eafier  in  the 
Scurvy,    he   continued  the  drinking  of  it  for  fix 
Months,  by  which  Means,  he  was  entirely  cured  of 
the  Scurvy,  without  the  lead  Sore  or  Spot  remain- 
ing, and  has  had  no  Return  of  it  fince  that  Time, 
though  he  has  left  off  the  Ufe  of  the  Water,  as  hav- 
ing no  farther  Occafion  for  it. 

220.  Mr.  George  Rumford,  aged  feventy-five 
Years,  who  lives  at  the  Black-pits,  Dublin,  was  in 
the  Year  1  744,  feized  with  a  moll  violent  Cough, 
attended  with  a  continual  Spitting  of  corrupt  Stuff 
and  Phlegm.  In  this  dangerous  Condition  he  made 
Ufe  of  every  Thing  the  Doctors  had  ordered,  with- 
out receiving  the  leaft  Benefit,  upon  which  they 
gave  him  up  as  pad  all  Hopes  of  Cure.  But  a 
Friend  of  his  coming  to  fee  him,  and  finding  him 
given  over,  begg'd  he  would  drink  Tar*  water,  which 
he  did  in  the  Quantity  of  a  Pint  each  Day,  till  he 
made  ufe  of  three  Gallons  of  Tar-water ;  in  which 

Time, 
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Time,  he  was  quite  recovered,  freed  from  his  violent 
Cough  and  Spitting,  and  reftored  to  a  good  Ap- 
petite, and  is  now  in  a  great  Flow  of  Spirits,  and  as 
well  as  he  could  wifli  for  one  of  his  Years,  and  he 
verily  believes,  that,  had  it  not  been  for  Tar-water, 
he  fhould  have  been  dead  long  ago,  and  that  he 
owes  his  Life  to  the  Ufe  of  it. 

221.  James  Reyly,  Sei  ;ant  to  Mr.  Phepoe  Brewer 
in  Mill-lireet,  was  in  the  Year  1745  afflicted  with 
an  Afthma,  Shortnefs  of  Breath,  and  great  Cough, 
and  at  the  fame  Time,  his  Belly,  Thighs,  and  Legs 
were  fwollen  to  a  monftrous  Size,  fo  that  he  couid 
not  walk  or  breath  but  with  great  Difficulty,  and  he 
loft  all  Appetite  ;  he  made  ufe  of  many  Things  pre- 
fcribed  for  him  without  receiving  any  Benefit,  and. 
he  continued  in  this  miferable  Way  for  fome  Time  ; 
but  hearing  of  the  Effects  of  Tar- war,  and  what 
Relief  others  had  received  from  it,  he  began  imme- 
diately to  drink  it,  about  a  Pint  a  Day,  until  he  had 
made  ufe  of  a  Gallon,  by  which  Time  his  Breath 
was  reftored,  his  Cough  was  gone,  and  all  the  Swel- 
lings in  his  Body  and  Limbs  fell  away,  and  he  re- 
covered a  good  Appetite,  and  could  eat  three  Times 
for  once  he  could  before.  He  had  alfo  at  the  fame 
Time  a  great  Scurvy  in  his  Face,  which  was  alfo 
carried  off  by  drinking  Tar-water,  and  he  is  now 
hearty  and  well,  and  able  to  go  through  his  Bufi- 
ncfs  as  well  as  ever. 

222.  Mr.  Enoch  Ma/on,  who  lives  with  Mr.  Bur- 
fiquot,  Clothier,  near  Ejfex- bridge,  gave  me  the  fol- 
lowing Particulars  of  his  Diforder,  on  the  3 1  ft  of 
January,  1745.  He  had  been  troubled  with  rheuma- 
tick  Pains  in  his  Joints  for  fifteen  Years,  which  he 
could  not  remove  by  any  of  the  Medicines  he  took  j 
but  in  1 744,  his  Diforder  appeared  in  a  new  Form  ; 
he  had  great  Difficulty  of  breathing,  infomuch, 
that  he  could  not  lye  down  in  his  Bed  for  fix  Weeks, 
his  Belly  was  drawn  up,  and  he  fuffered  great  Pains  j 

I  2  ths' 
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the  Phyfician  called  it  a  Contraction  of  the  Bowels ; 
he  could  not  deep  by  Reafon  of  his  Pains  and  Dif- 
ficulty of  breathing,  and  though  he  took  many  com- 
pofing  Draughts,  which  made  him  doze,  yet  he  got 
no  Refrefhment :  he  went  thorough  the  common 
Courfeof  Phyfick,  vomiting,  and  other  Prefcriptions, 
which  giving  him  no  Relief,  his  Cafe  was  judged 
to  be  defperate,  and  accordingly,  he  was  advifed  to 
go  into  the  Country  and  drink  Milk,  which,  mi'ght 
poffibly  prolong  his  Life  for  fome  Time,  but  with- 
out any  Hopes  that  he  could  laft  long.  At  this 
Time,  he  heard  much  of  Tar-water,  and  was  ad- 
vifed to  drink  it,  which  he  did  at  the  Rate  of  a 
Pint  a  Day  ;  which  in  a  little  Time  removed  the 
Contraction  in  his  Belly,  reftored  him  to  a  Free- 
dom of  breathing,  and  brought  him  to  a  good  Ap- 
petite, fo  that  he  mended  every  Day,  and  continued 
to  drink  the  Water,  obtained  a  perfect  Recovery 
from  his  Rheumatifm,  and  all  his  other  Diforders, 
which  he  attributes  altogether  to  the  Ufe  of  Tap- 


water. 


223.  Mr.  John  Wilkin fan,  Clerk  in  the  Surveyor 
General's  Office  in  the  Caftle  of  Dublin,  informed 
me  the  firft  of  February,  1745,  that  he  had  the 
Misfortune  to  break  his  Leg  by  a  Slip  in  the  Street, 
which  confined  him  for  three  Months ;  that  by  lay- 
ing fo  long  on  his  Back  in  Bed,  he  got  the  Gravel, 
which  gave  him  great  Unealinefs  ;  that  at  the  fame 
Time,  by  catching  Cold,  he  loft  his  Hearing,  and 
was  fo  deaf,  that  he  could  not  hear  the  Drums,  that 
beat  near  his  Chamber  in  the  Caftle.  To  eafe  him 
of  his  Gravel,  he  was  advifed  to  drink  Tar- water, 
and  he  had  not  drunk  above  a  Gallon,  when,  to  his 
Surprize,  he  found  his  Deafnefs  carried  off,  and  he 
could  hear  as  well  as  ever  he  did,  and  continuing  to 
drink  Tar-water,  which  he  found  very  diurecick, 
he  voided  a  fmall  rough  craggy  Stone,  and,  by  De- 
grees, a  great  Deal  of  Gravel  j  and  he  is  now  en- 
2  tirely 
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tirely  Free  from  all  Pains  or  Symptoms  of  the  Gravel, 
and  hears  perfectly  well. 

224.    Matthew  Haynes,    Sword   Cutler,    at  the 
Black  Lyon  on  the  Blind-quay ',  oppofite  to  Mr.  Tho- 
mas's Mohogany  Ware-houfe,  informed  me  on  the 
firit  of  February,   1745,    that   he   was  for  fifteen 
Months  ill  of  a  Decay.  He  was  fo  fore  and  ftreight- 
ened  all  over  his  Body,  that  he  could  not  bear  his 
Apron  or  his  Cloths  on  without  much  Fain  •,  he  had 
loll  all  Appetite  and  Reft,  and  was  brought  fo  low, 
that  he  was  notable  to  work  at  his  Trade,  or  even 
to  go  up  or  down  Stairs  without  Help  ;  and  though 
he  was  oppreffed  with  Phlegm,  and  could  hardly 
breath,  yet  he  dared  not  cough  or  fpit,  on  Account 
of  the  great  Pain  caufed  thereby  in  his  Bread  and 
Body.     Being  in  this  miferable  Condition,  he  was 
advifed  by  Mr.  Bradijh,  who  employed  him,  todrink 
Tar-water,  and  being  refolved  to  try  any  thing  re- 
commended to  him,  he  incautioufly  drank  near  a 
Pint  of  cold  Tar-water  at  once,  which  he  inftantly 
threw  up  with  great  Violence,  together  with  a  great 
deal  of  Phlegm.    He  then  thought  himfelf  a  dead 
Man,  and  was  for  fending  for  a  Clergyman  to  pray 
with  him  for  the  laft  Time,  as  he  thought ;  but  in  a 
few  Minutes  after  he  found  himfelf  much  eafier  in 
his  Stomach  and  Cheft,  and   mended  all  the  Day. 
This  good  Effect  reconciled  him  to  Tar- water,  and 
made  him  refolve  to  drink  it  in  fmaller  Quantities 
and  Milk- warm,  which  he  did  twice  a  Day,  half  a 
Pint  each  Time,  and,  by  continuing  to  drink  it  that 
Way  for  fome  Time,  all  the  Sores  in  his  Breaft  and 
Body  went  away,  he  breathed  with  Eafe,  and  re- 
covered his  Reft  and  Appetite,  and  eats  a  hearty 
Breakfaft,    which  he  never  could  do  before  in  his 
bed  State  of  Health.     He  is  able  to  work  at  his 
Trade  as  formerly,  and  is  perfuaded  that  he  owes 
his  Life  to  Tar-water. 

I  3  225.  Ait 
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225.  An  Extraft from  a  Letter  of  William  Pleafants 
of  Knockbeg,  in  the  County  of  Carlow,  Efq\  to 
Thomas  Prior  Efq;  February  4,   1745. 

The  Perfon  who  received  fuch  great  Benefit  by- 
drinking  Tar-water,  was  a  Boy  who  drove  my 
Plough;  he  laboured  under  what  was  judged,  by 
molt  who  faw  him,  a  fcrophulous  Diforder,  or 
Kings-evil  •,  he  had  feveral  ulcerous  Sores  about  his 
Jaws  and  Neck,  which  continued  running  for  great 
Part  of  fome  Years.  His  Mother,  who  had  fome 
Knowledge  in  Herbs,  applyed  different  Kinds  to 
his  Sores,  which  eafed'a  little,  but  had  no  other 
Succefs. 

I  recommended  him  to  a  Friend  in  Dublin,  who 
prevailed  on  fome  Gentlemen  of  Skill,  to  endeavour 
to  cure  him.  They  had  Compaffion  on  the  Crea- 
ture, and  gave  him  Medicines,  but  they  alfo  prov- 
ed ineffectual.  My  Friend  then  gave  him  Tar- 
water  ;  when  he  had  taken  a  fmall  Quantity,  he 
found  more  Relief  from  it,  than  he  had  done  from 
all  that  had  been  done  for  him  before.  He  return- 
ed to  his  Mother,  and  I  fupplyed  him  with  Tar- 
water  ;  and,  as  well  as  I  can  remember,  he  had  not 
taken  a  Gallon  of  it,  when  the  Ulcers  began  to  dry, 
and  his  Face,  which  was  very  much  fwollen  with 
his  Diflemper,  began  to  reaffume  its  natural  Form. 
He  left  me  laft  Spring,  and  flayed  from  me  till  Harv- 
eft.  At  his  Return,  he  told  me,  that  Tar-water 
had  cured  him,  and  that  his  Diforder  had  given 
him  no  Uneafinefs,  the  Time  he  was  abfent  from 
ine.    I  am 

Your  mofl  humble  Servant, . 

William  Pleafants. 

126.  Mr.  Patrick  Butler,  Shoemaker  in  Crane- 
lane,  Dublin,  informed  me  on  the  5th  of  February, 
1745,  that  he  had  been  afflicted  with  the  Rheuma- 

tifm 
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tifm  For  feveral  Years  ;  that  about  two  Years  ago, 
the  Fits  were  fo  violent,  that  he  was  layed  up  three 
Months  together ;  that  for  eight  Days  in  that  Time, 
he  could  not  ftir  Hand  or  Foot,  and  was  turned  in 
his  Head  by  other  People,  the  rheumatiek  Pains 
having  feized  his  whole  Body  ;  that  when  the  Vio- 
lence of  the  Fit  abated  in  1744,  he  made  ufe  of  Tar- 
water,  which  encouraged  him  to  periift  in  the  Ufe 
of  it  ever  fince,  with  fuch  good  Effect,  that  all  his 
rheumatic  Pains  are  gone,  and  he  has  had  no  Re- 
turn of  them  fince  he  began  to  drink  the  Water : 
he  has  got  the  full  Strength  of  his  Limbs,  Appetite, 
and  Spirits,  and  refolves  to  drink  Tar- water  con- 
ftantly,  finding  that  if  he  gets  any  twitching  in  his 
Limbs  by  cold  or  fharp  Weather,  Tar-water  im- 
mediately relieves  him. 

227.  William  Heany,  Shoemaker,  Journeyman 
to  the  faid  Mr.  Butler,  was  in  1 744,  feized  with  fuch 
violent  Pains  in  his  Legs,  that  he  could  not  walk, 
reft,  or  work  at  his  Trade.  He  was  advifed  to 
drink  Tar-water,  which  he  did,  and  found  in  a 
little  Time  all  his  Pains  go  off,  and  was  reftored 
to  the  full  Ufe  of  his  Limbs,  and  able  to  get  his 
Bread  by  his  Trade,  though  before,  he  was  appre- 
henfive  that  he  mould  not  be  able  to  fubfifl,  hav- 
ing no  other  Means  to  fupport  him  but  his  Labour, 
which  the  Violence  of  his  Pains  difabled  him  from 
performing. 

228.  Mrs.  Bonvillet,  who  lives  in  Kings-fit 'eet, 
near  Stephen  s-green,  informed  me  on  the  3d  of 
February,  1745,  that  near  twenty-eight  Years  ago 
fhe  had  the  Misfortune  to  fall  down  Stairs,  and 
pitched  upon  her  Shoulder,  which  occafioned  a 
Contufion  in  that  Part,  but  as  the  Pain  foon  went 
off,  me  did  not  then  take  any  Care  about  it.  She 
afterwards  obferved  a  Sort  of  Pimple  in-  that  Part, 
but  finding  no  Pain  in  it,  fhe  ftill  neglc&ed  it. 

I  4  However, 
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However,  it  frill  inereafed  every  Year,  without  any 
Manner  of  Pain,  till  in  the  Year  1744,  it  had  form- 
ed a  Wen  of  an  enormous  Size,  which  fpread  from 
her  Shoulders  to  one  of  her  Ears,  and  under  her 
Arm-pit,  as  large  as  the  Mould  of  a  Hat •,  fo  that 
fhe  was  obliged  to  enlarge  her  Cloaths  to  cover  it, 
and  hide  the  Deformity  •,  but  as  me  had  no  Pain  with 
it,    me  neglected  all  Thoughts  of  preventing  its 
Progrefs,  which  might  have  been  eafily  effected  in 
the  Beginning  :  but   in    1744,  fhe   found    herfelf 
troubled  with  other  Ailments,  with  Vapours,  Low- 
nefs  of  Spirits,  want  of  Appetite  and  Reft,  which 
greatly  reduced  her ;  for  removing  thefe  laft  Dis- 
orders, fhe  was  advifed  to  drink  Tar- water,  which 
ihe  did  regularly  for  a  confiderable  Time.  The  firfl 
Effect  was,  that  in  a  little  Time  fhe  recovered  her 
Appetite,  got  Reft  and  Spirits,  and  was  freed  from 
all  her  Vapours  and  Difturbance  in  her  Stomach, 
and  has  continued  well  from  thofe  Diforders  ever 
fince  ;  as  fhe  found  that  Tar-water  did  her  fo  much 
Service,  fhe  ftill  drank  it  for  feveral  Months,  and 
obferved,  that  in  fome  Time,   the  great  Wen  on 
her  Shoulders  began  to  grow  foft  and  fall  away.  This 
encouraged  her  to  continue  the  drinking  of  the  Wa- 
ter, and  in  a  few  Months  after  the  Wen  was  re- 
duced to  a  Fourth  of  its  firft  Size,  and  daily  grew 
fofter,  and  feemed  to  have  fome  floating  Roots  in 
it :  finding  herfelf  eafy,  and  in  fo  good  a  Way,  fhe 
laid  afide  Tar-water  for   fome  Months  before  the 
Wen  was  quite  difperfed,  and  then  found  that  it 
began  to  grow  hard  and  fwell  again  ;  upon  which, 
fhe  has  of  late  refumed  her  Tar- water,  of  which  fhe 
drinks  near  a  Quart  a  Day,  and  finds  that  the  Hard- 
nefs  and  Swelling  have  already  greatly,  abated  j  and 
ihe  refolves  to  perfift  in  the  conftant  Ufe  of  it,  in 
full  Hopes  that  in  fome  Time  fhe  will  quite  get 
rid  of  her  Wen.  And  her  Hopes  are  the  greater,  con- 
fidering  the  Benefit  which  a  French  Gentlemen  re- 
ceived 
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ceived  by  it  in  a  parallel  Cafe:  This  Gentleman  had, 
as  fhe  informed  me,  a  great  Lump,  that  by  De- 
grees grew  on  the  Crown  of  his  Head,  which  be- 
came at  laft  as  large  as  an  Egg,  infomuch,  that 
he  could  hardly  keep  his  Hat  on  his  Head,  and 
though  it  was  not  attended  with  Pain,  it  was  very 
troublefome.  The  Gentleman  took  Tar-water  for 
fome  other  Diforder,  .from  which  he  was  relieved, 
and  found  at  the  fame  Time,  that  this  Lump  or 
Wen  foftened  and  wafted  by  Degrees,  and  that  at 
laft  it  quite  melted  away  and  vanifhed. 

229.  Mr.  John  Wilme,  Silver- fmith,  who  lives 
in  Coles-alley,  near  Caftle-ftreet,  informed  me  on  the 
5th  of  February,  1745,  that  by  an  Accident  he  got 
a  Hurt  in  his  Shin-bone,  which  caufed  a  Running 
and  Swelling,  and  being  laid  open  by  a  Surgeon, 
was  in  fome  Time  healed  \  yet  he  after  found, 
that  a  Humour  flowed  to  and  fwelled  the  Part, 
and  gave  him  great  Uneafinefs.  He  had  at  the 
fame  Time,  a  Lump  or  Excrefcence  on  the  Crown 
of  his  Head,  which  grew  to  the  Size  of  a  fmall 
Egg,  at  leaft  an  Inch  high,  and  was  fo  angry  and 
fore,  that  the  leaft  Thing  that  touched  it,  gave 
him  great  Pain,  and  he  could  hardly  bear  a  Hat  on 
his  Head.  His  Mother  had  alfo  the  like  Lumps 
on  her  Head.  He  was  advifed  to  take  Tar- water 
for  the  firft  Ailment,  which  he  did  for  three 
Months,  and  though  he  drank  fcarce  half  a  Pint 
a  Day,  yet  he  foon  found  a  great  Abatement  of 
the  Swelling  and  Uneafinefs  in  his  Leg ;  and  to  his 
great  Surprize  the  Excrefcence  on  his  Head  grew 
eafy  and  melted  away,  and  became  as  flat  as  any 
Part  of  his  Head,  and  finding  fuch  Benefit  from 
the  Water,  he  refolves  to  take  it  in  greater  Quanti- 
ty for  the  future. 

230.  Mrs.  Morgan,  Wife  of  Mr.  Morgan,  Pat- 
ten-maker at  Nicholas-gate,  Dublin,  informed-  me 
on  the  3d  of  February,   1745,   that  fhe  had  been 

troubled 
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troubled  with  a  paralytic  Diforder  for  fome  Time  % 
that  her  Fingers  were  fo  drawn  up,  that  ihe  could 
hardly  open  them,  that  fhe  was  hardly  able  to  walk 
in  the  Streets,  her  Feet  were  fo  tottering  and  weak, 
and  very  cold  and  ftiff;  and  fhe  was  apprehenfive 
that  fhe  would  quite  lofe  the  Ufe  of  them,  and  have 
a  Palfy  all  over  her  Body,  as  nothing  that  fhe  took 
gave  her  any  Relief;  and  hearing  that  Tar-water 
was  ufeful  in  many  Diftempers,  fhe  refolved  to  try 
it  in  her  own  Cafe,  and  foon  found  a  fenfible  Benefit ; 
in  fix  Weeks  drinking  fhe  recovered  the  Ufe  of  her 
Fingers  and  Hands,  got  Strength,  Warmth,  and 
Supplenefs  in  her  Limbs,  and  by  continuing  the 
drinking  of  the  Water,  fhe  has  recovered  the  full 
Ufe  of  them,  and  now  walks  with  Eafe.  She  laid  a- 
fide  Tar-water  for  feveral  Months,  and,  if  fhe  finds 
herfelf  out  of  Order  at  any  Time,  fhe  has  Recourfe 
to  the  Tar-water,  which  always  gives  her  Relief. 

231.  Mr.  Bewetfon,  between  feventyand  eighty 
Years  old,  who  lives  in  Scboolhoufe-lane,  informed 
me  the  3d  of  February  1745,  that  he  had  been  for 
many  Years  troubled  with  the  Gout,  during  which 
Time,  he  was  fure  of  having  a  Fit  the  Beginning  of 
every  Winter,  which  laid  him  up  for  feveral  Months  -, 
but  that  in  Summer  1744,  he  drank  Tar- water  for 
feveral  Months  running,  and  the  ErFeft  was,  that 
he  had  no  Fit  of  the  Gout  in  the  Winter  1744, 
and  got  a  good  Stomach  and  Spirits  and  walked 
tolerably  well  without  Pain  ;  in  Summer  1745,  he 
drank  fome  Tar- water,  and  then  laid  it  quite  afide 
for  fix  Months  together,  but  in  Winter  1745,  on 
catching  cold,  he  had  a  Return  of  the  Gout,  at- 
tended with  great  Weaknefs  in  his  Limbs,  though 
with  little  Pain ;  and  it  is  probable,  that,  had  he 
continued  taking  Tar-water  all  long  in  fufficient 
Quantity,  and  avoided  catching  cold,  he  would 
either  have  had  no  Fit  at  all,  or  a  flight  one.  In 
fuch  Cafes,  Tar-water  fliould  be  drank  warm  before 

the 
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the  Fit,  in  the  Fit,  and  after  the  Fit,  at  leaft  a  Pint 
a  Day,  or  a  Quart,  which  would  be  much  better, 
without  any  Danger  from  the  Quantity,  and  with 
great  Comfort  to  the  Patient. 

232.  Mr.  Francis  Wat  [on,  Sadler  in  Capel-Jlreet, 
informed  me  on  the  4th  of  February  1 745,  that  he 
had  been  troubled  with  a  Stuffing,  Wiad  and  Op- 
preffion  in  his  Stomach  for  five  or  fix  Years  part,  at- 
tended at  Night-time  with  a  Difficulty  of  breathing, 
and  with  a  great  Cough  in  the  Mornings,  which 
made  him  ftrain  and  heave,  and  deprived  him  of 
his  Stomach  and  Digeftion  ;  that  in  1743,  he  was 
firft  feized  with  the  Gout,  and  had  another  Fit  in 
1744,  which  was  followed  by  a  Fit  of  the  Gravel. 
That  in  October  1 744,  he  began  to  drink  Tar- wa- 
ter at  about  half  a  Pint  a  Day,  which  he  continued 
to  do  till  Chrijlmas  following,  with  fuch  good  Ef- 
fect, that  in  three  Weeks  Time  he  found  great  Be- 
nefit, and  foon  after  he  was  free  from  the  Wind  and 
Oppreflion  in  his  Stomach,  breathed  freely,  reco- 
vered his  Appetite,  loft  his  Cough,  and  difcharged 
a  great  deal  of  Gravel  without  Pain,  and  has  had 
no  Return  of  the  Gout  ever  fince  •,  and  he  now  con- 
tinues perfectly  well,  and  free  from  all  his  former 
Diforders,  and  at  Times  ftill  drinks  Tar- water. 

233.  Mr.  Pafqualino  the  Mufician,  now  in  Dub- 
lin, informed  me  on  the  8th  of  February  1745,  that 
having  played  a  Part  in  Mr.  Handel's  grand  Orato- 
rio of  Deborah,  which  was  performed  on  Tburfday 
the  23d  of  January  1745,  for  the  Support  of  the 
Charitable  Infirmary  on  the  Inns- quay,  and  being  in 
a  great  Heat  and  Sweat,  was  after  the  Performance 
expofed  to  a  very  cold  Air  near  half  an  Hour,  by 
the  Footmen  breaking  into  the  Room  where  he 
was  j  by  which  he  was  immediately  ftruck  with  a 
cold  fhivering,  and  was  fo  much  out  of  Order  that 
he  could  not  fleep  one  Wink  that  Night.  In  the 
Morning,  on  Friday,  he  had  a  violent  Head-ach, 
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Colic  Pains,  and  great  Heat  all  over  his  Body, 
which  obliged  him  to  keep  his  Bed.  By  four 
o'Clock  in  the  Afternoon,  his  Fever  grew  fo  high 
and  violent,  that  he  became  a  little  delirious ;  his 
Wife  had  a  mind  to  fend  for  a  Phyfician,  but  as  he 
had  been  cured  of  a  Fever  fome  Time  before  by 
drinking  Tar-water,  he  ordered,  that  Tar-water 
fhould  be  got  for  him  in  plenty,  and  nothing  elfe  ; 
which  he  began  to  drink  about  five  o'CIock,  Milk- 
warm,  nejir  half  a  Pint  every  Quarter  of  an  Hour, 
and  co^nued  to  drink  at  that  Rate  till  eight 
o'CIock' next  Morning,  on  Saturday,  bating  fome 
little  TntermiiTions,  when  he  got  a  little  Sleep  j 
though  he  had  given  Directions  to  his  Servant,  to 
awake  him  if  he  mould  happen  to  fleep,  and  make 
turn  drink  the  Water ;  and  he  computed,  that  in 
the  faid  Space  of  Time,  he  drank  eight  Quarts : 
And  the  Effect  was,  that  during  the  whole  Night, 
he  was  in  high  Spirits,  had  a  great  Perfpiration, 
and  by  eight  o'CIock  in  the  Morning,  his  Heat  and 
Fever  had  quite  left  him,  and  he  was  perfectly  ea- 
fy,  and  very  hungry.  On  Saturday  he  kept  his  Bed 
by  way  of  Precaution  againft  catching  cold,  free 
from  all  Symptoms  of  a  Fever  ;  and  on  Sunday, 
went  abroad,  and  took  the  Air,  being  perfectly  re-- 
covered. 

234.  A  Gentlewoman  near  Sycamore-Alley,  Dub- 
lin, informed  me  on  the  12th  of  February  174.5, 
that  fhe  had  been  troubled  with  Fits  for  fome  Time, 
which  came  upon  her  all  at  once  without  any  pre- 
vious Symptom,  and  deprived  her  of  her  Senfes  for 
three,  four,  or  five  Minutes  at  a  Time ;  that  thefe 
Fits  became  more  frequent,  and  difordered  her  Spi- 
rits arid  Mind,  and  me  was  apprehenfive,  that  me 
would  be  carried  off  in  one  of  them.  She  took  fe- 
deral Things  to  prevent  their  Return,  without  any 
Effect.  She  was  advifed  to  drink  Tar-water,  and 
though  fhe  had  no  Opinion  of  it,  yet  fhe  complyed 

to 
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to  fatisfy  the  Defires  of  her  Friends  in  trying  eve:y 
Thing  they  recommended.  She  drank  near  a  Pint 
a  Day  for  five  Days,  in  July  1745,  and  found  no 
Return  of  her  Fits,  and  got  a  good  Appetite  and 
Spirits ;  at  the  End  of  five  Days  me  obferved  a 
great  Itching  all  over  her  Body,  and  foon  after,  a 
great  Number  of  black  Spots  appeared  all  over  her 
Arms,  Shoulders-,  and  Body,  as  black  as  Ink.  She 
then  thought  that  fhe  was  poifoned  by  Tar-water, 
and  exclaimed  againft  it ;  but  her  Friend  who  re- 
commended Tar-water,  came  to  fee  her  in  this  Con- 
dition, and  finding  that  fhe  was  in  good  Spirits, 
and  otherwife  very  well,  told  her,  that  fince  the 
Water  had  driven  that  Humour  out  on  the  Surface 
of  her  Body,  it  was  fo  far  from  doing  her  Harm, 
,  that  it  did  her  all  the  Service  imaginable  •,  and  en- 
couraged her  to  perfift  in  drinking  it,  fince  it  has 
fo  good  an  Effect,  which  fhe  continued  to  do  for 
two  or  three  Months  in  fmall  Quantities ;  and  fhe 
found  in  a. little  Time,  that  all  the  black  Spots  firft 
became  yellow,  and  by  Degrees  difappeared  one 
after  another,  fo  that  fhe  became  entirely  freed  from 
them,  and  has  had  no  Return  of  the  Fits  fince  fhe 
began  to  drink  Tar- water,  but  found,  that,  by  get- 
.  ting  a  greater  Appetite,  fhe  has  grown  much  fatter 
than  flie  was  before. 

235.  A  Captain  of  a  Man  of  War  in  1744,  in- 
formed me,  that  he  had  been  troubled  with  the 
Scurvy  feveral  Years,  and  had  taken  many  Medi- 
cines, and  went  to  Bath,  and  drank  the  Waters,  but 
all  to  no  Purpofe  •,  his  Diforder  rather  increafed, 
and  broke  out  in  Sores,  and  Scurff  over  his  Arms 
and  other  Parts  of  his  Body,  efpecially  his  Head, 
which  he  could  not  fuffer  to  be  fhaved  ;  but  that 
by  taking  Tar- water  fix  Weeks,  all  the  Sores,  Spots 
and  Scurff  went  off,  and  he  became  as  hail  and 
clean  as  ever  he  was,  with  a  great  Increafe  of  Ap- 
petite. 

I  mat 
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I  mall  now  give  an  Account  of  fome  Cafes  com- 
municated to  me  from  Gentlemen  of  Character  and 
Veracity,  who  affured  me  of  the  Truth  of  the  Facts, 
but  did  not  think  proper  to  mention  the  Names  of 
the  Patients,  moft  of  them  being  of  the  female 
Sex. 

236.  Two  Sifters  in  this  Kingdom,  at  the  fame 
Time  drank  Tar- water,  the  one  for  a  Strangury, 
the  other  for  a  Diabetes,  and  both  were  cured,  in  a 
little  Time,  of  thofe  oppofite  Diforders. 

237.  A  Gentlewoman  had  a  Deafnefs,  which 
daily  increafed,  fo  that  fhe  was  apprehenfive  of  quite 
lofing  her  Hearing ;  fhe  had  drank  Tar- water  in 
fmall  Quantities  feveral  Weeks  with  no  Effect: ;  but 
being  advifed  to  take  double  the  Quantity  of  the 
Water  every  Day,  ihe  did  fo,  and  was  foon  after 
cured  of  her  Deafnefs. 

238.  One  Gentleman  was  cured  of  an  habitual 
Coftivenefs  by  Tar-water,  and  another  was  made 
coftive  by  it. 

239.  Two  Gentlewomen  near  Tough  all,  were 
likewife  affected  in  different  Ways,  one  was  made 
coftive,  and  the  other  loofe  by  Tar-water. 

240.  An  old  Beggar- Woman  with  a  moft  mock- 
ing cancerated  Breaft,  was  in  a  few  Days  much 
better  by  drinking  and  warning  the  Sores  with 
Tar- water. 

241.  A  Woman  that  was  twice  married,  and 
yet  never  was  with  Child,  took  Tar- water  for  a  Dis- 
order fhe  laboured  under,  and  conftantly  drank  it 
for  a  confiderable  Time,  which  removed  her  Ail- 
ment, She  foon-  after  became  pregnant,  and  ihe 
imputes  her  Pregnancy  to  Tar- water.  I  defired  to 
know  whether  her  Hufband  alfo  drank  Tar-water, 
and  I  was  affured  that  he  drank  it  at  the  fame  Time. 
Many  other  Inftances  have  been  mentioned  to  me  of 
Perfons  who  unexpectedly  became  with  Child,  which 
they  verily  believe  was  owing  to  the  Ufe  of  Tar- 
water.  242 . 
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242.  A  young  Lady  was  cured  by  Tar- water  of 
violent  Head-achs,  to  which  fhe  had  been  long  fub- 
je#. 

243.  A  poor  Woman,  whofe  Legs  were  mon- 
ftroufly  fwollen,  and  deformed  with  Ulcers,  was  ad- 
vifed  to  apply  Tar  as  a  Salve  or  Poultice,  and  to 
drink  Tar-water  at  the  fame  Time,  which  fhe  did, 
and  was  foon  perfectly  cured,  having  before  in  vain 
ufed  many  Things  prefcribed  for  her. 

'  244.  A  Gentleman's  Servant  had  the  Misfortune 
of  having  a  Coach-wheel  run  over  his  Foot,  which 
was  thereby  terribly  bruifed  and  fwollen  to  a  great 
Size  with  much  Pain.  A  Poultice  of  Tar  was  ap- 
plied to  the  Part,  which  foon  put  an  End  to  both 
the  Swelling  and  Pain. 

245.  A  Maid  Servant,  who  for  many  Years  had 
a  Tetter  in  her  Arm,  confulted  a  Country  Practiti- 
oner, who  applied  the  blue  Scone,  upon  which  her 
Arm  fwelled  up  to  her  Shoulder,  and  was  pained 
to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  her  Mafter  apprehended  fhe 
might  lofe  it.  He  then  made  her  wafh  and  foment 
it  with  hot  ltrong  Tar- water,  and  apply  a  PJaifter 
or  Poultice  of  warm  Tar,  which  fpeedily  cured 
both  the  Ulcer  and  Swelling. 

246.  A  Gentleman  in  an  eminent  Station,  was 
troubled  with  a  fixed  Pain  in  his  Side  for  two  Years, 
be  took  feveral  Medicines  without  Benefit.  He  was 
advifed  to  drink  Tar-water,  which  he  did  for  a 
confiderable  Time  ;  and  he  allured  me  of  late,  that 
his  Pain  is  quite  removed,  and  that  he  is  at  perfect 
Eafe  from  that  Diforder. 

247.  A  Perfon  ill  of  the  Ague,  was  cured  in 
January  1745,  by  drinking  two  Quarts  of  Tar- wa- 
ter warm  in  the  cold  Fit. 

248.  Many  Parts  of  the  Country  have  been  of 
late  infefted  with  fore  Throats,  whereby  feveral 
Children  have  died,  but  thofe,  who  drank  a  Gallon 
of  warm  Tar- water  a  Day,  immediately  recovered 
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of  it,  without  any  other  Application,  as  I  am  af- 
fured  by  a  Perfori  of  Credit. 

249.  Many  Inftances  have  been  communicated 
to  me  of  the  great  Succefs  and  Efficacy  of  Tar- wa- 
ter in  the  Cure  of  venereal  Diforders,  Gleets,  &c. 
but  in  fuch  Cafes,  Names  are  not  to  be  mentioned. 
But  in  Charity  to  thofe  unhappy  Creatures  who  la- 
bour under  fuch  Ailments,  it  may  be  proper  to  hint  fo 
much,  and  to  recommend  to  them  the  fole  conftant 
copious  drinking  of  Tar- water,  viz.  one  Quart  a 
Day  at  fix  or  eight  GlafTes,  which  without  any 
other  Medicine,  but  only  a  prudent  Regimen,  avoid- 
ing the  catching  of  Cold,  and  eating  of  improper 
Food,  has  been  found  in  many  Inftances  to  work  a 
perfect  Cure. 

250.  A  Gentlewoman  in  the  Country  had  hurt 
her  Leg,  which  being  neglected,  grew  exceeding 
bad  ;  a  Gangrene  was  apprehended  ;  fhe  had  a  Phy- 
fician  and  Surgeon  from  Cork  to  attend  her.  After 
fome  Months  phyficking,  cutting  and  tenting,  they 
abandoned  her,  declaring  fhe  muft  never  hope  to 
recover  the  Ufe  of  her  Leg,  which  was  wafted  and 
ufelefs,  and  left  her  with  a  running  Ulcer  kept  open 
with  Tents.  Her  Son  came  to  the  Gentleman, 
who  gave  me  this  Information,  to  know  whether 
fhe  might  not  take  Tar-water  with  the  Bark,  which 
had  been  prefcribed  by  the  Doctor.  She  was  ad-r 
vifed  to  abftain  from  the  Bark,  from  the  Surgeon's 
Fomentation,  and  every  other  Thing  but  fimply 
Tar-water  •,  whereof  fhe  mould  take  three  Pints 
daily  in  nine  GlafTes,  which  in  three  Weeks  quite 
cured  her,  to  the  Surprize  of  all  the  Neighbour- 
hood. She  had  a  Houfe  full  of  Children,  who  de- 
pended on  her  Care,  and  who  had  defpaired  of  her 
Life. 

251.  A  Maid  Servant  was  feized  with  a  vehement 
Fever  and  Stitch,  on  the  19th  of  April  1744, 
in  the  Morning  i  her  Face  as  red  as  Crimfon,  her 
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Pulfe  exceeding  high,  fcarce  able  to  utter  a  Word 
for  the  great  Oppreffion  about  her  Heart,  and  her 
BJood  and  Flefh  hot  in  an  extreme  Degree,  with 
other  Symptoms  declarative  of  the  worft  Kind  of 
Fever  and  Pleurify.     Her  Cafe  was  looked  upon  as 
defperate  from  the  Manner  of  her  falling  ill ;  which 
was,  that  the  Night  before,  after  hard  Work  in  the 
Houfe,  being  in  a  Heat,  and  Sweat,   fhe  drank  a 
great  Quantity  of  cold  fmall  Liquor,  and  after  that 
fat  abroad  in  the  open  cold  Evening  Air  in  her 
Sweat.     In  this  threatening  Cafe,  fhe  was  ordered 
to  drink  five  Quarts  of  Tar- water  in  ten  Hours, 
which  fhe  did  with  luch  good  Effect,  that  the  next 
Morning  her  Fever  left  her,  and  fhe  was  fo  well  re- 
cover'd,  that  fhe  put  on  her  Cloaths,  and  was  rea- 
dy to  go  to  work,  but  fhe  was  ordered  to  keep 
quiet  in  Bed  for  a  Day  or  two  longer.     This  laft 
Caution  is  found  neceffary  to  prevent  a  Relapfe, 
which  Patients  in  fuch  Cafes  are  fubject  to  by  catch  - 
ing  the  leaft  Cold  ;  for  as  they  find  themfelves  in 
high  Spirits,  and  free  from  the  Fever,  they  imagine 
themfelves  to  be  quite  recovered  before  they  are  out 
of  Danger,  and  therefore  'tis  found  neceffary,   that 
the  Patient  fhould  keep  quiet  in  Bed  for  a  Day  or 
two  longer,  in  which  Time  the  Danger  of  a  Relapfe 
may  be  over.     There  is  nothing  fo  much  to  be  ap- 
prehended in  Fevers  cured  by  Tar- water,  as  an  O- 
pinion  of  their  being  relieved  and  quite  out  of  Dan- 
ger before  they  are  really  fo. 

252.  On  JVednefday,  the  ifl  of  Auguft  1744,  a 
young  Boy  about  nine  Years  old,  was  feized  with  a 
dangerous  Iilnefs,  a  Peripneumony  or  Inflammati- 
on of  the  Lungs,  fhort  Coughs,  Pain,  Sorenefs  in 
the  Throat  and  Thorax,  Difficulty  of  Breathing, 
glazed  Eyes,  Scarlet  Cheeks,  and  burning  Heat.  In 
this  Condition  he  was  put  to  Bed,  and  drank  Tar- 
water  five  Pints  the  firft  Day,  and  about  two  Quarts 
the  fecond,  at  a  Glafs  every  half  Hour.     The  firft 
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Day  it  produced  an  extraordinary  Difcharge  by 
Urine ;  the  fecond,  it  threw  him  into  moift  Perfpi- 
rations,  and  fometimes  Sweats;  every  Glafs  put  Life 
into  him,  eafed  his  Symptoms,  and  kept  him  in 
continual  high  Spirits  and  good  Appetite ;  on  Fri- 
day, which  was  two  Days  following,  he  was  pad 
all  Danger.  It  was  remarkable,  that  on  drinking 
Water  coloured  with  Milk  (which  he  defired)  he 
conftantly  relapfed,  and  was  as  immediately  eafed  up- 
on taking  a  Glafs  of  pure  Tar-water.  The  Child 
was  fo  fenfible  of  this,  that  he  cried  out,  "  Mamma, 
"  What  is  this  Tar-water  made  of,  that  it  is  fuch  a 
<c  fudden  Cure  ?"  It  was  of  this  Diforder  that  the 
late  Bifhops  of  Ojfcry  and  Elpbin  died  :  There  is  no 
Diftemper  more  threatening  and  fudden,  than  a 
Pleurify  or  an  Inflammation  of  the  Lungs.  The 
moft  copious  Bleedings  are  prefcribed  by  Phyficians, 
even  to  ieventy  or  eighty  Ounces  ;  but  without 
bleeding  bliftering,  or  any  other  Medicine,  Tav- 
water  alone  effects  the  Cure  \  were  the  World  fufE- 
ciently  apprized  of  its  Virtue  in  acute  Cafes,  that 
alone  would  preferve  a  Multitude  of  Lives.  To  in- 
duce the  Child  to  drink  plentifully  of  Tar-water,,, 
they  gave  him  a  Groat  a  Glafs,  and  he  earn'd  half  a 
Guinea  in  two  Days.  This  is  the  only  Way  to 
prevail  on  young  Children  to  drink  it,  and  'tis  fur- 
prizing  how  foon  they  recover  Strength  and  Spirts, 
who  are  recovered  from  Fevers  by  the  fole  Ufe  of 
Tar-water. 

253.  A  Boy  was  feized  with  a  violent  Fever  in 
September,  1744,  having  wetted  his  Shoes  and 
Stockings  (a  new  Thing  to  him)  and  fuffered  them 
to  dry  on  his  Feet.  The  Attack  was  violent,  firft. 
a.  fhivering  cold  Fit,  then  blood- fhot  Eyes,  wild. 
Look,  burning  Heat  all  over  his  Body  ;  he  drank  a 
Gallon  of  Tar- water,  which  made  him  vomit,  after 
that  he  ile.pt  and  fweated  moft  copioufly  for  fifteen 
Hours,  and  when  he  awoke,  was  outragioufly  hun- 
gry 
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gry,  and  in  very  high  Spirits,  every  Symptom  re- 
duced  very  low,  and  the  Fever  almoft  gone  the 
third  Day ;  but  was  kept  in  Bed  two  Days  longer* 
to  prevent  a  Relapfe. 

254.  In  OElober  1744,  a  Boy  was  feized  with  a 
violent  Fever,  and  being  put  to  Bed,  he  drank  near 
two  Quarts  of  Tar-Water  the  firft  Hour,  and  conti- 
nued drinking  very  copiouQy.  The  next  Day,  he 
Was  in  Appearance  very  well,  but  he  was  kept  quiet 
from  all  Company,  and  confined  in  Bed  one  Day 
longer;  after  the  third  Day,  he  was  a$  well  as 
ever. 

255.  Another  young  Lad  in  QEiober  1744, 
was  feized  with  a  violent  racking  Fain  all  over  his 
Body,  attended  with  a  hot  Fever  -,  about  Noon,  he 
was  put  to  Bed,  and  at  a  Groat  a  Glafs,  he  drank 
in  nine  Hours  twenty-five  Half-pint-glaffes  of  Tar- 
water  ;  with  all  which  (what  is  very  Angular)  he 
did  not  fweat,  but  vented  it  all  by  Urine  ;  and  his 
Pain  and  Fever  left  him  at  nine  a  Clock  at  Night ; 
and  next  Day,  was  hearty,  merry,  and  in  as  good 
a  Temper,  as  ever  in  his  Life.  It  is  wonderful  in 
this  Medicine,  that  it  works  as  an  emetic,  diuretic, 
diaphoretic,  fudorific  or  cordial,  as  the  Cafe  and 
Conftitution  requires,  and  that  this  alone  fhould,  as 
one  may  fay,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  Eye,  cure  all 
thofe  Fevers  of  different  Kinds. 

256.  In  January  1744,  a  young  Woman  Was 
miferably  tormented  with  a  Pain  and  Swelling  iri 
her  Side,  which  threw  her  into  a  Feverifh  Diforder. 
She  drank  Tar- water  copiouQy,  and  in  a  fhort  time 
found  herfelf  eafy  and  well.  It  is  to  be  noted,  that 
fhe  applied  a  Plaifterof  Tar  and  Honey  to  the  Part, 
which  ripened,  broke,  and  then  healed  it,  fhe 
drinking  Tar-water  all  the  Time. 

257.  A  Gentleman  in  February  1744,  had  the 
Gout  five  Days ;  at  firft  he  drank  Sack  Whey,  and 
his  Pain  and  Fever  were  violent,  fo  as  to  pafs  a 
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whole  Night  awake  and  reftlefs.  From  that  Time 
he  drank  nothing  ftrong,  but  doubled  or  trebled  his 
Dofes  of  Tar-water  j  this  made  him  deep  found 
every  Night  after,  and  kept  up  his  Appetite  and 
Spirits,  fo  that  he  then  reckoned  his  Gout  as 
good  as  over,  and  in  a  few  Days  after,  was  free 
from  it. 

258.  Mr.  Foulks,  Captain  in  the  Army ;  Mr. 
Philips,  who  lodges  at  trie  Watch- maker's  in  Crane- 
lane,  and  feveral  others  have  informed  me,  that 
having  had  frequent  Fits  of  the  Gout,  they  drank 
Tar-water ;  and  though  they  took  it  but  in  fmall 
Quantities,  they  found  great  Benefit  from  it ;  their 
Fits  either  not  returning  at  the  ufual  Time  they 
expected  them,  and  when  they  did,  they  had  lefs 
Pain  and  fhorter  Fits. 

259.  One  of  my  Correfpondents  informed  me  in 
February  1 744,  that  his  Daughter  being  feized  with 
the  Small-pox,  he  gave  her  no  other  Medicine  than 
Tar-water,  which  fhe  drank  all  the  time,  and  that 
ihe  had  it  very  favourably  with  little  or  no  Sick- 
nefs. 

260.  A  Boy  was  very  ill  of  a  Worm-fever  in 
'February  1744,  when  the  Small-pox  feized  him; 
both  Evils  joined,  made  his  Cafe  extremely  bad. 
He  was  treated  as  only  ill  of  Worms,  the  Small- 
pox not  being  then  apprehended.  He  was  reduced 
to  the  loweft  State,  without  Senfe  or  Motion,  and 
many  Cordials  were  applied  to  bring  him  to  him- 
felf ;  but  all  to  no  Purpofe,  till  a  few  Spoonfuls  of 
Tar-water  poured  down  his  Throat  without  his 
Knowledge,  brought  him  from  Death  to  Life ; 
and  by  continuing  the  drinking  Tar-water,  the 
Child  recovered  daily,  and  was  foon  perfectly  well. 
My  Correfpondent  fays,  that  they  never  had  a 
ftronger  Inftance  of  the  Efficacy  of  Tar- water,  (and 
its  Superiority  to  all  other  Cordials)  than  in  this 

Child's 
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Child's  extreme  Ulnefs,  much  heightened  by  the 
uncommon  and  fierce  Severity  of  the  Weather. 

261.  In  March  1744,  a  Boy  complained  heavily 
of  a  Stitch  about  eight  a  Clock  in  the  Morning  ; 
he  was  immediately  put  to  Bed,  and  in  about  an 
Hour  drank  eight  Glafles  of  Tar-water,  at  three 
Glaffes  to  a  Pint ;  then  fell  into  a  found  Sleep,  and 
againft  three  a  Clock  in  the  Afternoon  was  up, 
dreft  and  well,  as  if  nothing  had  ailed  him. 

262.  In  April  1745,  a  Labourer  in  the  Country, 
having  been  taken  ill,  was  bled  a  little,  only  one 
Plate  ;  he  afterwards  grew  very  ill  of  a  violent 
Pleurify,  attended  with  fpitting  of  Blood  ;  he  then 
betook  himfelf  to  jhis  Bed,  and  drank  copioufly  of 
Tar-water,  which  quite  recovered  him,  when  his 
Cafe  had  been  thought  defperate. 

263.  A  Gentlewoman  in  April '17 4.5,  took  the 
Air  in  a  cold  dry  windy  Day  ;  that  Afternoon,  fhe 
was  taken  with  fomething  like  a  Palfy,  not  being 
able  to  walk  or  fland  upright.  She  went  to  Bed, 
grew  feverifh,  and  drank  immenfely  of  Tar- water, 
a  moderate  Glafs  every  Quarter  of  an  Hour,  which. 
fhe  continued  to  drink  the  next  Day  in  fmaller 
Quantity ;  the  Morning  following,  fhe  could  turn 
eaiily  in  her  Bed,  (which  fhe  could  not  do  before) 
and  her  Fever  and  blunt  Pain  in  her  Back  and  Limbs 
left  her,  and  the  Day  following  fhe  was  quite  reco- 
vered. 

264.  A  Man  Servant  had  a  pleuritic  Stitch, 
which  he  concealed,  and  went  about  the  Houfe  with 
it  for  two  Days.  After  this  he  was  violently  ill,  went 
to  Bed  in  a  Fever,  and  fpit  Blood.  Then  he  drank 
Tar-water  plentifully,  which  threw  him  into  a  great 
Sweat ;  being  impatient  under  this  Sweat,  in  order 
to  cool  and  dry  himfelf,  he  flung  off  his  Shirt,  and 
lay  almolt  naked,  which  had  like  to  have  kilied 
him.  But  Tar-water  copiouQy  taken,  recovered 
him  intirciy.    I  have  had  many  initances  of  Pcrfons 
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recoved  from  pleuretic  Fevers,  without  bleeding,' 
or  any  Medicine  whatfoever,  by  the  fole  copious 
conftant  drinking  of  Tar- water  warm,  one  Pint,  or 
even  a  Quart  in  an  Hour.  They  cannot  drink  too 
much  in  fuch  Cafes ;  they  will  be  fooner  well,  and 
flrong  without  that  Weaknefs,  which  attends  thofe 
copious  Bleedings,  which  ruin  a  Conftitution,  and 
entail  chronical  Difeafes. 

265.  A  Lawyer  of  my  Acquaintance  in  Dublin, 
and  two  young  Ladies,  have  been  cured  of  Fevers 
by  the  copious  drinking  of  Tar- water  only. 

266.  I  have  had  feveral  Inftances  communicated 
to  me  of  Perfons  of  both  Sexes,  who  have  been 
cured  of  the  Piles,  fome  by  the  bare  drinking  of 
Tar-water,  others  by  fitting  at  the  fame  time  on  a 
Clofe-ftool  filled  with  very  hot  ftrong  Tar- water, 
which  with  anointing  the  Parts  with  the  Oil  fkum- 
med  off  from  the  Tar- water,  foon  healed  the  Sores, 
and  removed  the  Diforder. 

267.  In  December  1744,  a  Prolaffus  Uteri,  &c0 
given  over  as  incurable  by  the  Surgeous,  was  per- 
fectly cured  by  Tar-water. 

268.  My  Correfpondent  informs  me  of  two  Perfons 
given  over,  one  ill  of  a  Palfy  at  Bath,  and  the  other 
of  a  Cancer  at  York,  who  were  both  cured  in  a  fhort 
time  by  Tar- water. 

269.  A  Gentleman's  Son  in  the  County  of  Lime- 
rick, was  cured  of  a  {pitting  of  Blood  by  Tar- water. 

270.  An  Infant  had  a  Cough  from  its  Birth,  and 
ihewed  no  Sign  of  Apprehenfion  •,  thofe  who  faw  it, 
thought  it  could  not  live,  or  if  it  did,  that  it  would 
be  ftupid  ;  the  Mother  was  advifed  to  give  the 
Child  Tar-water,  and  to  make  the  Nurfe  drink  it 
alfo,  which  being  done,  the  Child  got  rid  of  the 
Cough,  and  came  to  its  Apprehenfion,  and  is  now 
lively. 

271.  A  Gentleman  writes  in  the  followingWords- 
from   England.      I  know   fome  Inftances,    where 

Tar- 
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Tar-water  has  done  Wonders,  particularly  on  a 
Lady,  who  has  long  had  a  Cancer  in  her  Bread,  and 
fuffered  greatly  ;  and  by  taking  Tar-water,  the  only 
Thing  fhe  has  found  good  from,  is  freed  from  Pain, 
and  in  a  fair  Way  of  Recovery. 

272.  A  Gentleman  in  the  County  of  Limerkk,  as 
I  am  informed,  was  cured  by  Tar-water  of  an  Im- 
pofthumein  his  Head,  for  which  he  had  tried  Waters, 
and  confulted  Phyficians  in  England  to  no  Purpofe. 

273.  A  Lady  was  cured  of  a  Megrim  and  inve- 
terate Head-ach  by  Tar-water.  Several  other  Per- 
fons  have  informed  me,  that  they  ufed  to  be  feized 
with  a  Bizzineis  in  their  Heads  on  walking  in  the 
Streets,  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to  catch  hold  of 
the  Rails  as  they  went  along  to  prevent  falling ;  and 
that  fince  they  took  Tar-water,  they  have  had  no 
Uneafinefs  of  that  Kind. 

274.  I  am  well  informed,  that  a  Ship  being 
bound  from  Portobello  to  Jamaica^  and  being  de- 
tained long  in  the  Paffage,  the  Men  on  board  were 
reduced  to  great  Diitrefs  from  the  Want  of  Water, 
which  threw  many  of  them  into  the  bileous  or  yel- 
low Fever.  But  to  their  great  Comfort,  a  heavy 
Rain  fell,  which  fet  all  their  Hands  to  Work  to  catch 
all  the  Water  they  could  •,  and  the  Deck  of  the  Ship 
and  Cordage  having  been  new  dawbed  with  Tar  to 
preferve  them  againit  the  Heat  of  the  Climate,  all 
the  Water  they  got  was  impregnated  with  the  Tar  ; 
notwithstanding  which,  they  drank  plentifully  of 
it,  and  it  had  this  good  Effect,  that  all  thofe  who 
were  ill  of  the  bileous  Fever,  and  drank  it,  re- 
covered in  a  fhort  Time  from  their  Fevers,  to 
the  great  Surprize  of  them  all,  as  it  is  reckoned  the 
molt  fatal  Diitemper  in  that  Part  of  the  World. 

275.  A  Boy  had  a  Sore  in  his  Leg,  which  Leg 
was  alio  inflamed  and  hard-,  and  being  advifed  to 
warn  it  with  Tar- water,  and  apply  the  Oil  of  Tar, 
he  was  foon  recovered. 
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276".  A  Man  of  Toughall,  was  deaf  for  many- 
Years,  but  by  drinking  Tar-water  for  fome  Time, 
he  is  much  improved  in  his  Hearing,  and  though 
not  quite  cured,  yet  has  Hopes  of  Relief  by  a  longer 
Ufe  of  it.  Any  Relief  is  an  Advantage,  and  many 
Reliefs  may  at  J  aft  come  up  to  a  Cure. 

277.  A  Gentleman  who  had  a  Pain  in  his  right 
Side  for  fifteen  Years,  confulted  many  Phyficians, 
and  took  a  World  of  Drugs  to  no  Purpofe  ;  but  on 
taking  Tar- water,  (and  that  but  a  very  indifferent 
Sort)  for  five  Weeks,  found  himfelf  greatly  relieved. 
At  the  fame  time,  it  caufed  a  Pain  a-crofs  his  Dia- 
phragm, and  alfo  in  his  other  Side,  which  he  judg- 
ed to  be  a  Sign  of  the  Efficacy  of  Tar-water  in  dis- 
lodging the  peccant  Humour,  which  being  once  fet 
a-fioat,  may  afterwards  be  eafily  worked  off. 

278.  I  have  an  Account  of  a  remarkable  Cure 
performed  by  Tar- water,  on  a  Woman,  who  was 
given  over.  Her  Diforder  was  owing  to  the  Re- 
tention of  the  After-birth,  by  the  unfkilful  Manage- 
ment of  the  Midwife  in  her  Delivery.  The  Cafe 
was  attended  with  the  worft  Symptoms,  and  account- 
ed defperate  ;  and  when  all  other  Things  had  failed, 
fome  advifed  Tar-water,  rather  from  not  knowing 
what  elfe  to  do,  than  from  any  Hopes  of  the  Pa- 
tient's Recovery ;  fhe  neverthelefs  recovered  by  that 
Medicine,  contrary  to  all  Expectation. 

279.  Margaret  Mafterfon,  a  young  Woman,  who 
lives  at  Doctor  Wynne's  Houfe  at  Harold*  s-crofs,  near 
Dublin^  came  to  me  the  2 1  ft  of  February  1 745,  and 
gave  me  the  following  Account  of  the  remarkable 
Benefit  fhe  received  by  Tar-water  in  the  Cure  of  an 
Ulcer  in  the  Bladder.  She  informed  me,  that  one 
Day  in  the  Spring  about  five  Years  ago,  fhe  walked 
very  faft  from  Harold* s-crofs  to  Crumlin  Church, 
which  is  about  two  Miles,  and  being  in  a  great 
Heat  and  Sweat,  fhe  fat  on  the  cold  Ground  in  the 
Church-yard  for  above  half  an  Hour,  which  gave 
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her  a  great  Cold,  and  threw  her  immediately  into 
Diforders.  She  grew  worfe  every  Day,  having  great 
Pains  in  her  Right-fide,  and  lower  Parts  of  her  Belly; 
her  Pain  was  fo  exquifite,  that  fometimes,  for  twenty 
Days  together,  fhe  could  not  get  the  leafl  Sleep;  l'he 
loft  her  Flefh  and  Appetite,  and  was  reduced  to  a 
Skeleton.  She  could  not  liand  upright,  and  walked 
double,  nor  could  fhe  bear  any  Carriage,  every  Mo- 
tion put  her  to  the  Rack,  and  fhe  was  forced  to  con- 
fine herfelf  for  the  mod  Part  to  her  Bed,  and,  even 
there,  was  not  able  to  ftir  a  Limb,  when  her  Pains 
came  upon  her.  Nothing  that  fhe  took  did  her  any 
Service.  She  was  lent  to  Mercers  Hofpital,  where 
fhe  flayed  three  Months,  without  any  Benefit,  tho' 
fhe  had  the  Advice  and  Affiftance  of  feveral  Phyfi- 
cians  and  Surgeons  there,  who  for  fome  time  thought 
fhe  was  troubled  with  a  Stone,  but  they  were  all  of 
Opinion  afterwards,  that  fhe  had  an  Ulcer  in  the 
Bladder.  After  fhe  left  the  Hofpital,  fhe  was  fali- 
yated,  and  took  many  Things  by  the  Advice  of 
Phyficians ;  but  nothing  gave  her  any  Relief  or  Eafe, 
and  fhe  was  judged  to  be  incurable.  She  continued 
in  this  miferable  Condition  a  long  Time,  fhe  had 
alfo  a  Sort  of  Diabetes  or  involuntary  and  almoft 
conftant  Difcharge  of  Water.  But  in  Summer 
1744,  her  Brother  hearing  that  Tar-water  had 
wrought  many  Cures,  advifed  her  to  drink  it,  which 
fhe  did  for  two  or  three  Months  together.  On  the 
firft  drinking  of  it,  fhe  found  it  agreed  with  her 
Stomach,  and  gave  her  fome  Eafe ;  in  a  few  Days, 
fhe  received  great  Benefit,  and  mended  daily,  and  in 
a  few  Weeks,  all  her  Pains  and  other  Ailments  went 
off;  fhe  recovered  her  Appetite,  Flefh  and  Reft,  and 
got  the  Ufe  of  her  Limbs,  and  walked  as  well  as 
ever,  to  the  great  Surprize  of  the  Surgeons,  and 
others,  who  had  her  under  their  Care,  and  who 
thought  fhe  could  never  recover.  She  then  laid  afide 
Tar- water,   thinking  me  had  no  farther  Occafion 
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for  it,  and  has  continued  free  from  her  Pains  ever 
fince,  except  now  and  then  fhe  has  fome  Twitches 
on  catching  cold,  which  fhe  imputes  to  herDifufe  of 
•Tar- water  for  eight  or  ten  Months  paft ;  but  re- 
folves  to  take  it  again,  to  remove  the  Remains  of 
her  Ailments.  I  have  obferved  in  feveral  Inftances, 
that  fome  who  had  received  great  Benefit  by  Tar- 
water,  laid  it  afide  too  foon,  thinking  themfelves 
quite  recovered,  before  they  were  really  fo,  and  that 
afterwards  their  Ailments  returned  upon  them  in 
fome  fmall  Degree,  which  they  totally  removed  by 
perfifting  longer  in  the  Ufe  of  it. 

280.  A  Tradefman  in  the  Earl  of  Meatbh  Li- 
berty, was  in  the  Year  1 744,  greatly  afflicted  with 
a  Difcharge  of  bloody  Urine,  which  was  fometimes 
fo  violent,  that  what  came  from  him  appeared  as 
clear  Blood  as  any  that  comes  from  a  Vein  on  bleed- 
ing •,  and  this  was  attended  with  great  Torture.  He 
could  not  walk  a  Quarter  of  a  Mile,  but  in  great 
Pain,  and  he  wafted  away.  He  continued  in  this 
Condition  feveral  Months  together,  and  took  many 
Things  for  a  Cure,  without  any  Effect  i  but  hearing 
of  the  great  Good  that  Tar-water  had  done  in  fe- 
veral Cafes,  he  drank  it,  and  foon  found  Benefit 
from  it,  which  encouraged  him  to  continue  the 
drinking  of  it,  with  fuch  good  Succefs,  that  he  was 
foon  perfectly  recovered  of  his  Ailment.  His  Dif- 
charge of  Blood  ceafed,  and  he  made  his  Water  as 
clear  as  ever,  without  the  leaft  Colour  or  Tincture 
of  Blood,  and  without  any  Pain,  all  the  Parts  being 
healed,  and  in  February  1745,  he  continues  very 
well,  and  attributes  his  Cure  wholly  to  Tar- water. 

281.  A  Gentlewoman,  who  lives  in  the  Country 
not  far  from  Dublin,  was  for  many  Years  afflicted 
with  a  Cancer  in  her  Bread,  which  had  been  cut  by 
Surgeon  Dobbs,  but  it  ftill  grew  again,  became  hard, 
and  was  eXceffively  painful-,  and  notwithstanding 
the  great  Danger  and  Torture  that  attends  the  Ope- 
ration, 


TAR-WATER.  139 

ration,  fhe  refolved  to  undergo  another  Cutting  <io 
get  rid  of  her  conftant  Pain,  and  came  to  Town  for 
that  Purpofe  ;  but  the  Surgeon  finding  that  fhe  had 
got  a  frefh  great  Cold,  and  a  violent  Cough  with  it, 
He  would  not  venture  to  cut  her  Breaft  till  her  Cough 
was  removed,  and  advifed  her  to  go  to  the  Country 
to  be  cured  of  her  Cough.  She  was  there  perfuaded 
to  drink  Tar-water  on  that  Account,  which  fhe  did 
with  fuch  Effect,  that  fhe  foon  got  rid  of  her  Cough; 
and  finding  that  Tar- water  agreed  with  her  Stomach, 
and  that  it  alfo  made  her  Breaft  eafier,  fhe  continued 
the  drinking  of  it  for  a  confiderable  Time,  by  which 
Means  her  Breaft  grew  eafy  and  foft,  and  fhe  mend- 
ed daily  to  her  great  Comfort  and  Surprize ;  and 
fhe  got  fo  much  Relief,  that  fhe  laid  afide  the  Wa- 
ter for  fome  time.  In  what  State  fhe  now  continues 
I  am  not  informed. 

28  2.  A  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Thomas  Dawfon,    of  Tallow,  in  the  County  of 
Waterford,  to  Thomas  Prior,  Efq;  dated  February 

I  take  leave  to  fend  you  the  two  following  Cafes, 
wherein,  among  feveral  others  in  my  Neighbour- 
hood, Tar- water  has  proved  fuccefsful ;  and  as  the 
Diforders  therein  mentioned  are  common  and  often 
fatal,  fo  a  Publication  of  the  Cure  of  them  may  be 
of  Service  to  Mankind,  whofe  general  Good  feems 
to  be  the  Defign  and  End  of  your  Enquiries. 

283.  The  Cafe  of  Mrs.  Guinane,  Wife  of  John 
Guinane,  of  Tallow,  in  the  County  of  Waterford, 
Merchant. 

The  faid  Mrs.  Guinane,  was  violently  feized  with 
hyfteric  Fits  in  the  Year  1744,  attended  with 
Laughing,  Crying,  and  frequent  Swoonings,  which 
continued  for  feveral  Months,  though  Phyficians 
by  various   Medicines  endeavoured  fo  cure  her  of 

them. 
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them.  She  went  to  the  Salt-water,  and  bathed 
therein,  purfuant  to  their  Advice,  for  a  considerable 
Time ;  but  received  very  little  Benefit  thereby.  At 
laft  fhe  betook  herfelf  to  the  drinking  of  Tar- 
water,  purfuant  to  the  Directions  of  the  Author  of 
Sirjs,  and  by  regularly  and  conftantly  drinking  the 
fame  for  about  the  Space  of  three  Months,  fhe  per- 
fectly recovered  her  Health,  and  has  been  free  from 
the  laid  hyfteric  Fits  ever  fince,  though  fhedefpaired 
of  being  ever  cured  of  them. 

284.  The  Cafe  of  Mr.  Thomas  Lowris,  of  Tallow, 
in  the  County  of  Waterford. 

The  faid  Mr.  Lowris  was  in  a  deep  Confump- 
tion  for  four  or  five  Years,  and  fo  greatly  emaciated, 
and  fo  yellow,  that  all  who  faw  him,  feemed  to 
defpair  of  his  Life.  About  ^two  Years  ago,  he  be- 
gan to  drink  Tar- water,  and  having  in  a  few  Months 
received  great  Benefit  thereby,  he  continued  ever 
fince  to  drink  the  fame  regularly,  and  has  perfectly 
recovered  his  Health  and  Complexion,  to  the  great 
Surprize  of  all  that  knew  him. 

285.  A  Gentleman  near  Caple-fireet,  informed 
me  on  the  2  2d  of  February  1745,  that  for  feveral 
Years  he  ufed  to  be  troubled  with  Fits,  which  gave 
him  great  Uneafinefs  in  his  Stomach,  and  were  at- 
tended with  a  violent  Pain,  which  ran  along  the 
Bottom  of  his  Belly,  and  fixed  it  felf  in  his  left  Hip, 
with  a  great  Inclination  to  puking.  Thefe  Pains 
continued  for  two  or  three  Days,  while  the  Fits 
lafted.  He  thought  his  Ailment  was  a  windy  Co- 
lic ;  and  accordingly  he  took  many  Things,  but 
without  any  Benefit.  He  found  that  he  grew  worfe, 
and  that  his  Fits  returned  upon  him  more  frequently 
and  with  more  Violence.  He  ufed  a! To  to  have 
Fits  of  the  Gout  in  his  Feet,  without  any  great  Vio- 
lence. But  having  read  the  Treatife  on  Tar- water 
in  y^ri/1744,  he  refolved  to  drink  it,  and  he  had 
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not  taken  it  above  three  Weeks,  before  he  had  a 
fenfible  Benefit,  and,  continuing  to  drink  it,  he  in  a 
little  time  after,  to  his  great  Surprize,  difcharged  two 
Stones  near  as  big  as  Peas,  and  then,  and  not  till 
then,  he  difcovered  that  his  Diforder  was  the  Stone 
and  Gravel ;  upon  which  the  Pain  in  the  Bottom  of 
his  Belly  went  off,  he  got  Eafe  in  his  Stomach,  and 
recovered  his  Appetite  and  Reft.     He  has  fince 
voided  Gravel  at  feveral  Times,  and  of  late,  three 
fmaller  Stones,  which  gave  him  Pain  in  their  Paflage, 
and  he  does  not  doubt,  but  that  he  voided  Gravel 
and  fmall  Stones  formerly,  without  knowing  it, 
when  he  had  thofe  violent  Fits.     But  now  that  he 
knows  what  his  Diforder  is  he  can  better  guard 
againfl  it.     Thefe  Fits  of  the  Gravel  and  Stone  re- 
turn now  and  then  upon  him,  and  are  likely  to  do 
fo,  till  they  are  all  carried  off;  for  which  Purpofe, 
he  finds  Tar- water  to  be  very  ufeful.     He  allured 
me,  that,  fince  he  began  to  drink  Tar- water,  which 
he  conftantly  doth,  he  has  not  been  confined  one  Day 
with  the  Gout.  He  has  had  fome  Twitches  of  it  now 
and  then,  but  they  go  off  foon  without  Pain  j  and 
as  he  has  received  fo  much  Benefit  by  Tar-water, 
he  often  recommends  the  Ufe  of  it  to  others. 

286.  lam  informed,  that  aGentleman,  who  had 
gone  through  a  Courfe  of  Stephens's  Medicines, 
took  Tar-water,  which  he  found  more  fuccefsful  in. 
the  Gravel. 

287.  Some  Gentlemen,  who,  on  catching  the 
kail  Cold,  ufed  to  be  troubled  with  fore  chopp'd 
Lips,  which  they  could  not  heal  or  cure  by  any  of 
the  Salves  prefcribed  for  them,  were  eafed  of  that 
Diforder  by  bathing  their  Lips  with  Tar-water, 
which  foon  healed  them  ;  and  they  who  had  fore 
and  running  Noftrils  received  the  fame  Benefit,  by 
bathing  them  with  the  Water.  Thefe  flight  In- 
ftances  are  mentioned,  only  to  Ihew  the  healing 
Quality  of  Tar- water :  and  it  is  alfo  found  by  Ex- 
perience 
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perience  that  a  Plaifter  of  Tar  is  a  fafe  and  effectual 
Cure  for  Sores  and  Swellings  in  the  Backs  of  Horfes. 
And  now  I  am  upon  thisTopick,  I  mall  beg  Leave 
to  mention  that  feveral  Gentlemen  informed  me  of, 
that  they  gave  two  or  three  Quarts  of  Tar- water  a 
Day  to  fome  of  their  Horfes  which  had  great  Colds 
and  Diforders,  and  received  no  Benefit  by  the 
Drenches  of  Farriers,  fo  that  they  were  afraid  of 
lofing  them,  and  the  Effect  was,  that  they  foon  re- 
covered. And  perhaps  it  may  be  adviiable  in  all 
Diftempers  of  Brute  Creatures,  where  the  Blood 
is  corrupted,  as  in  Glanders  in  Horfes,  and  in  In- 
fections of  the  horned  Cattle  and  Sheep,  which  are 
thought  to  be  incurable,  to  give  them  Tar-water 
warm  in  plenty,  as  it  is  found  by  Experience  in  fo 
many  In  (lances  to  correct  and  fweeten  the  Blood  and 
Juices  of  the  Body,  remove  Obftfuctions,  and  in- 
vigorate the  Spirits.  At  leaft  it  may  be  proper  to 
make  Tryal  when  the  Cafe  is  defperate. 

288.  The  Small-pox  having  proved  very  mortal 
lad  Seafon,  fome  were  advifed  to  give  their  Chil- 
dren Tar- water  warm,  and  the  Effect  was,  that  they 
tvho  drank  it  before  they  were  feized  with  the  Small- 
pox, generally  had  it  favourably  -,  but  they  who 
took  it  during  the  Time  of  the  Sicknefs  alfo,  came 
offftill  better,  there  was  no  Appearance  of  Danger, 
the  Pock  generally  diftinct,  little  or  no  Sicknefs, 
and  no  Marks  left  by  it.  Thefe  Accounts  I  had 
from  feveral  Perfons  of  Credit,  and  in  particular, 
that  in  and  about  Clonmell,  the  Small- pox  was  fo 
very  fatal  laft  Summer,  that  above  three  Hundred 
dyed  of  it,  for  the  moft  Part  of  the  confluent  Kind. 
Some  were  at  laft  advifed  and  prevailed  upon  to 
give  their  Children  Tar-water  warm,  and  in  plenty, 
as  Mr.  Gordon,  an  eminent  Brewer  there,  did  to 
four  or  five  of  his  Children,  who  all  came  off  Very 
well.  This  encouraged  Mrs.  Fowel  to  give  it  to 
three  of  her  Children,  who  had  the  like  Succefs,  and 
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had  it  fo  favourably,  that  they  were  hardly  fick. 
Whereas  others,  who  were  treated  in  the  common 
Way,  were  for  the  moft  part  carried  off  by  the  Ma- 
lignity of  the  Diftemper  •,  and  I  can't  hear,  that  any, 
who  took  Tar- water  mifcarried.  For  which  Reafon, 
many  now  fall  into  the  Ufe  of  it  with  great  Benefit, 
and  do  not  apprehend  fuch  Danger  from  that  fatal 
Diftemper  as  formerly  they  did.  Such  is  the  Power 
and  Efficacy  of  Tar- water  in  afTwaging  and  curing 
Fevers  and  inflammatory  Diforders. 

289.  The  Reverend  Mr.  Skelton,  Minifter  of 
Neivry,  made  his  Son  about  thirteen  Years  old, 
drink  Tar- water,  before  he  had  the  Small- pox,  and 
when  he  was  lately  feized  with  it,  he  gave  him  a 
full  Wine-glafs  of  it  every  two  Hours,  during  the 
Time  he  was  ill  of  the  Diforder ;  by  practifing  on 
him  in  this  Manner,  the  Child  was  hardly  fick,  the 
Pock  filled  very  well,  and  left  no  Marks.  When 
Children  are  treated  after  this  Manner  in  the  Small- 
pox, and  drink  plentifully  of  the  Water  warm,  they 
generally  have  it  very  favourably. 

290.  Several  Inftances  have  been  communicated 
to  me  by  Perfons  of  Credit,  of  wonderful  and  un- 
expected Cures  performed  by  Tar-water  in  Difor- 
ders peculiar  to  the  Female  Sex  at  the  Times  of 
their  Delivery;  and  alfo  in  provoking  the  Menfes 
in  fome  where  they  were  wanted,  and  in  reftraining 
them  in  others,  when  they  became  immoderate.  Buc 
in  thefe  Cafes,  Names  are  not  to  be  publifhed. 

291.  There  are  feveral  Gentlewomen  in  this 
Town,  whofe  Names  I  fhall  forbear  to  mention, 
who,  having  been  troubled  with  Rheumatic  Pains, 
Oppreffion  and  Load  in  their  Stomachs,  Want  of 
Appetite  and  Reft,  Streightnefs  in  their  Chefts, 
Cough,  and  Icorbutical  Diforders,  were  cured  or 
greatly  relieved  by  the  Ufe  of  Tar- water,  though 
drank  but  in  fmall  Quantities.  Several  Gentlemen 
of  my  Acquaintance  were  affected  the  fame  Way, 
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and  received  the  like  Benefit.  But  it  would  be  end- 
lefs  to  enumerate  all  of  them,  or  to  wait  for  more 
Cafes,  which  come  every  Day  to  our  Knowledge. 
If  any  new  remarkable  Inftances  mould  happen  for 
the  Future,  of  Cures  performed  by  Tar-water,  in 
any  of  the  Diforders  mentioned  in  this  Narrative ; 
or  if  any  Difcoveries  mould  be  made  of  it's  Succefs 
in  other  Diftempers ;  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they„ 
who  fhall  receive  the  Benefit,  will  be  fo  good  and 
grateful,  as  to  communicate  the  Particulars  of  their 
Cafes,  and  that  others  will  be  found,  who  will  give 
themfelves  the  Trouble  to  collect  and  publifh  them 
for  the  good  of  Mankind,  with  or  without  the 
Names  of  the  Patients,  as  the  Patients  themfelves 
fhall  defire.  And  this  Requeft  is  defired  not  only 
in  the  Cafe  of  Tar- water,  but  of  every  other  Medi- 
cine, which  may  have  the  fame  good  Effects. 

292.  Having  now  fwelled  this  Narrative  to  a 
Size  far  beyond  my  firft  Intentions,  I  mall  forbear 
troubling  the  Reader   with   any   more  Cafes.     A 
great  Number  of  others  have  been  mentioned  to  me 
from  Time  to  Time  5  but  the  Want  of  Leifure,  or 
Opportunity  of  getting  a  particular  Account  from 
the  Patients  themfelves,  who  lived  at  a  Diftance, 
and   were  Strangers  to    me,    and  the  Shynefs  of 
others  in  communicating  their  Ailments  and  Re- 
coveries,   left  their  Names  mould  be  publifhed, 
(though  I  always  declared  that  when  I  mould  publifh 
the  Cafe  of  any  one,  I  would  forbear  mentioning 
their  Names  if  they  defired  it)   for  thefe  Reafons, 
I  neglected  to  make  a  Collection  of  more  Cafes  ; 
and  indeed,  there  was  the  lefs  Occafion  for  doing 
fo,  as  every  City  and  large  Town  in  the  Kingdom 
can  furnim  many  Inftances  of  great  and  unexpected 
Cures  performed  by  Tar-water  alone,  which  every 
one  may  be  fatisfied  of  the  Truth  of,  who  will  give 
himfelf  the  leaft  Trouble  of  enquiring.     Befides,  as 
I  was  already  fumifhed  with  a  great  Number  of 
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remarkable  Cafes  and  Cures  in  feveral  Diftempers, 
I  had  the  lefs  Reafon  to  take  Notice  of  others  of  the 
fame  Kind.  But  as  the  Power  and  Efficacy  of  Tar- 
water,  in  curing  many  Diforders,  is  happily  experien- 
ced by  great  Numbers,  and  {lands  fufficiently  con- 
firmed by  the  many  authentic  Instances  produced  in 
this  Narrative,  which  the  World  hath  not  been  yet 
acquainted  with,  it  would  be  a  Prejudice  to  Mankind 
to  defer  any  longer  the  Publication  of  them  ;  it  being 
reafonable  to  expect,  that  others,  in  the  like  Diforders, 
may  receive  equal  Benefit  by  the  fame  Means.  It 
has  often  grieved  me,  to  hear  of  feveral  Perfons  dy- 
ing of  acute  Diforders,  which  were  fuddenly  and 
effectually  cured  by  Tar-water  alone,  as  appears 
from  feveral  Instances  in  this  Narrative ;  and  it  is 
probable,  they  might  have  received  the  fame  Bene- 
fit, if  the  fame  Medicine  had  been  made  ufe  of;  at 
Jeaft,  it  was  proper  to  try  it,  when  the  Cafe  was 
defperate.  For  the  Reafons  aforefaid,  it  was  high 
Time  to  publifh  this  Narrative,  that  every  one  may 
be  fully  apprized  of  the  Power  of  this  Water,  and. 
make  tryal  of  it  in  parallel  Cafes. 

293.  The  Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty,  who  are 
Men  of  fuperior  Skill  and  Abilities,  can  and  will, 
without  Doubt,  apply  and  improve  thefe  Hints  and 
Experiments.  But  though  I  am  no  Phyfician,  yet 
I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  to  relate  Matters  of  Fact 
in  this  Narrative,  and  to  give  an  hiftorical  Account 
of  the  Effects  of  Tar- water,  as  they  were  communi- 
cated to  me  by  Letters  from  the  Patients  themfelves, 
and  in  their  own  Words,  or  from  other  Gentlemen, 
who  had  their  Informations  from  the  Patients,  at 
the  fame  Time  mentioning  their  Names  and  Places 
of  Abode.  I  took  from  others  the  Particulars  of 
their  Cafes  from  their  own  Mouths,  and  for  greater 
Exactnefs,  read  them  over  to  them,  when  they  were 
written  down.  I  have  mentioned  feme  Cafes,  where 
the  Names  of  Perfons  and  Places  are  omitted  ;  but 
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thefe  Cafes  I  had  from  Gentlemen  of  Integrity  and' 
Credit,  who  allured  me  of  the  Truth  of  the  Facts, 
in  the  Letters  which  they  fent  me,  at  the  Times^ 
the  Cafes  happened,  and  when  every  Circumftance 
was  frefh  in  their  Memories,  which  Letters  are  now 
in  my  Cuftody  •,  they  were  not  willing  to  mention 
the  Names  of  Patients,  particularly,  of  the  Female 
Sex,  without  their  Confent,  which  could  hardly  be 
obtained.  But  I  have  not  the  leaft  Reafon  to 
doubt  of  the  Truth  of  the  Facts,  which  are  fo  well 
attefted.  But  if  any  Perfon  mould  be  defirous  to 
know  the  Names,  or  Places  of  Abode,  of  any  of  the 
Patients,  whofe  Names  are  omitted,  I  mail,  for  their 
private  Satisfaction,  gratify  them  in  that  Particu- 
lar. 

294.  Having  clofed  my  Regifter  of  Cafes,  I  mail 
beg  Leave  to  make  fome  Remarks,  which  occurred 
to  me  from  reading  thofe  Cafes,  and  from  the  Ob- 
fervations  of  my  Correfpondents. 

I.  It  muft  be  Matter  of  Surprife,  to  find,  that  in. 
the  Space  of  one  Year  and  an  half,  fuch  a  Number 
and  Variety  of  Diliempers  have  been  cured,  or  great- 
ly relieved  by  this  one  Medicine.  Thoufands  have 
received  Benefit,  and  daily  do  receive  Benefit  in 
England,  Ireland,  Holland,  France,  Portugal,  and 
Germany,  by  the  UfeoP^Tar- water.  The  Letters 
fent  to  me  fignify  the  fame  ;  the  leaft  Enquiry  may 
fatisfy  others  of  the  Truth  thereof  ♦,  this  Narrative 
fhews  it,  and  the  Index  hereunto  annexed  points 
out  the  various  Sorts  of  Ailments,  wherein  it  has 
proved  fuccefsful.  The  Treatife  on  Tar-water, 
called  Siris,  has  been  translated  into  the  French,  Low 
Dutch,  German  and  Portuguefe  Languages,  and  Ex- 
tracts thereof  have  been  publifhed  in  the  Maga- 
zines. By  fo  general  a  Publication,  the  Ufe  of  Tar- 
water,  as  a  Medicine,  came  to  be  univerfally  known, 
and  being  flrongly  recommended  by  the  Author, 
from  his  own  Experience,  for  the  Cure  of  feveral  Di- 
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ftempers,  many  were  induced  to  make  Trial  of  it, 
and  found  immediate  Relief:   This  encouraged  o- 
thers  to  make  Ufe  of  it  alfo,  and  they  received  the 
lame  Benefit  thereby.     And  fuch  was  the  growing 
Credit  of  this  Medicine,  that  feveral,  who  had  been 
long  afflicted  with  grievous  Ailments,   without  re- 
ceiving any  Relief  by  the  Prefcriptions  of  Phyficians, 
though  they  never  heard  that  Tar- water  was   made 
ufe  of  in  the  like  Diforders,  yet  were  willing  to  try, 
and  foon  found  a  wonderful  and  unexpected  Relief. 
Some  who  had  taken  Tar-water  for  one  Diforder, 
were  at  the  fame  time  affected  with  another,  and 
both   were  removed  by  this   powerful    Medicine. 
Some  of  the  Virtues  of  Tar- water  were  thus  acci- 
dentally difcovered,  and  by  many  fubfequent  Trials, 
on  others,  fully  confirmed. 

295.  The  happy  Difcovery  of  the  Efficacy  of 
Tar-water,  in  curing  moft  Kinds  of  Fevers  and 
Pleurifies,  is  a  Thing  of  nngular  and  moft  exten- 
five  Benefit  to  Mankind,  and  confirmed  by  fo  many 
Trials,  that  they  who  are  acquainted  with  this  Prac- 
tice, think  themfelves  in  little  Danger  from  Fevers  ; 
and  it  is  found,   by  Experience,  that  the  larger  the 
Quantity  of  Tar-water   that  is  taken  in  Fevers  by 
the  Patient,  the  fooner  he  recovers.     If  he  takes 
but  two  or  three  Quarts  a  Day,  the  Fever  may  laft 
four  or  five  Days  •,  but  if  four,  five,  or  fix  Quarts,  or 
more,  be  drank  warm  in  twenty- four  Hours,  they 
often  find  the  Fever  quite  carried  off  in  a  Day   or 
two.     And   what  is  very   remarkable,  there  is  no 
Inftance  of  Danger  or  Harm  done  by  any  Quantity 
taken  •,  on  the  contrary,  Patients  in  Fevers  are  in 
higher  animal  Spirits,  the   more  they  drink,    the 
Water  paffing  through  their  Bodies  by  Urine  or 
Perfpiration,  as  faft  as  it  is  taken  in,  and   thereby 
Carrying  off  the  noxious  Humours,  and  Venom  of 
the  Diilemper  the  fooner.  The  Patients  at  the  fame 
Time  get  found  Sleep,  and  a  better  Appetite  than 
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is  ufnal  in  Fevers.  My  Correfpondents  farther  ab- 
jure me,  that  they  never  knew  an  Inftance  where 
warm  Tar- water  was  given  betimes  in  a  Fever,  and 
in  due  Quantity,  that  it  failed  of  Succefs.  It  is 
judged,  that  the  greater  Part  of  grown  People,  who 
die  in  their  Beds,  die  of  fome  Kind  of  Fever  or  o- 
ther :  Therefore,  if  Refpect  were  only  had  to  this 
one  Article  of  Fevers,  wherein  Tar-water  is  fo  fuc- 
cefsful,  it  would  feem  to  follow,  that  nothing  is 
more  beneficial  to  the  Life  of  Man,  or  that  would 
fave  more  Lives,  than  this  Water  duly  prepared 
and  taken. 

296.  II.  The  next  Obfervation  I  mall  make  is, 
on  the  Variety  of  Diftempers  cured  by  Tar-water, 
and  even  fuch  as  are  oppofite  in  their  Natures. 
This  has  been  judged  to  be  impoffible  by  fome,  who 
have  decried  the  Ufe  of  Tar- water  :  Though  Fact 
and  Experience,  the  fureft  Guides  for  knowing  the 
Force  of  any  Medicine,  are  entirely  againft  them  ; 
not  only  in  the  Cafe  of  Tar-water,  but  of  feveral 
other  Medicines,  which  frequently  produce  con- 
trary Effects  in  different  Conflitutions,  and  fome- 
times  different  Effects  in  the  fame  Conftitution. 
Some  who  fir  ft  wrote  and  fpoke  againft  Tar-water, 
at  the  fame  Time  frankly  owned,  that  they  had  ne- 
ver made  any  trial  of  it.  How  then  could  they 
form  any  Judgment  of  the  good  or  bad  Qualities  of 
it,  or  expect  that  others  mould  be  fwayed  by  their 
Opinions,  when  no  Way  fupported  by  Experiment, 
the  only  fure  Rule  to  go  by  ?  A  Gentleman  of  the 
Faculty,  one  Day,  afked  me,  if  Tar- water  was  a 
Panacea,  or  a  Cure  for  all  Diftempers.  I  told  him, 
that  I  thought  no  Body  could  anfwer  that  Queftion, 
but  a  Perfon  who  had  tried  it  in  all  Diftempers,  and 
in  Variety  of  Cafes  of  every  Diftemper,  which  I  had 
not  done,  and  I  believe  no  Body  living  had  yet 
done  ;  and  that  until  Trial  had  been  made,  no 
Judgment  eould  be  formed  in  what  Cafes  it  was 
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good  or  not.     I  then  defired  leave  to  afk  him  the 
following  Queftion,    In  what  Diforder  Tar-water 
was  not  good  ?  this  I  faid,    becaufe  I  was  amply 
furnifhed  with  many  Inftances  of  Cures  performed 
by  Tar-  water  in  all  the  common  Di  {tempers  in  Dub- 
lin,  to  which  I  could  refer  him  for  his  Satisfaction, 
if  he  mould  mention  any  of  them  :  but  after  consi- 
dering fome  time,  he  afked  me,   if  it  was  good  for 
the  Stone  ?  I  anfwered,  that  I  had  not  yet  heard  that 
it  was  made  Ufe  of  for  the  Stone,  but  that  I  could 
give  him  many  Inftances,  where  it  was  of  great  Ufe 
in  the  Gravel,  and  I  thought  what  was  good  for  the 
Gravel,  might  alfo  be  good  for  the  Stone.     But  that 
in  all  thefe  Cafes,    nothing  but  Experience  and  un- 
■doubted  Facts  can  or  ought  to  determine  our  Opini- 
ons.    Some  who  were  offended  to  find  Tar- water 
recommended  for  fo  many  different  Diftempers,  for 
that  very  Reafon  were  for  exploding  it,  as  of  no 
Ufe  in  any  Cafe  whatfoever  j  without  confidering 
that   whatever  corrects  and    fweetens  the   Blood, 
mends  the  Stomach  and  removes  Obstructions,   as 
Tar  water  manifeftly  doth,  muft  be  of  Ufe  in  all 
Diftempers,  and  thereby  affift  Nature  to   make  a 
perfect  Cure.     The  univerfal  Medicine  as  well  as 
the  Philofophers-ftone  have  been  always  treated  as 
vain  Attempts :  But  if  the  former  be  poffible  in  Na- 
ture, no  Medicine  feems  to  bid  fo  fair  for  that  Cha- 
racter as  Tar-water :  but  without  making  any  Pre- 
tenfions  to  fuch  an  extraordinary  Prerogative,  I  ftiall 
only  obferve,  that  it  is  happy  for  the  World  to  be 
pofTeiTed  of  a  Medicine  that  has  done  and  daily  doth 
great  Service  in  fo  many  different  Maladies,  without 
repining,  that  it  cannot  do  the  fame  in  all. 

297.  III.  The  third  Remark  I  fhall  make,  is  on 
the  Safety  of  this  Medicine.  Some  Phyucians  ad- 
vife  and  prefcribe  it.  Others  fay,  that  jt  is  good  in 
many  Cafes,  and  that  they  do  not  find  it  do  Harm 
in  any.     Some  fay,  that  it  is  neither  good  nor  bad, 
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while  others  fuggeft,  that  it  is  dangerous  in  inflam- 
matory Cafes,  by  an  over-heating  Quality  :  But  the 
contrary  thereof  is  manifeft,  from  its  curing  Fevers, 
Pleurifies,  Small-pox,  and  other  inflammatory  Dis- 
orders, in  a  fhort  Space  of  Time  •,  and  it  is  fo  far 
from  increafing  Inflammations,  that  it  wonderfully 
affuages  them.  Some  Patients,  on  drinking  Tar- 
water,  were  immediately  feized  with  a  Vomiting, 
which  much  alarmed  them  •,  but  they  foon  found 
that  Tar- water,  by  thus  difcharging  a  great  deal  of 
foul  Stuff  out  of  their  Stomachs,  gave  them  imme- 
diate Relief,  and  the  Vomiting  foon  after  flopped. 
Others  had  a  Purging  for  a  Day  or  two,  on  taking 
Tar- water, which  they  alio  did  not  like;  but  the  Pur- 
ging foon  ceafed,  when  it  carried  off  the  peccant  Hu- 
mours, and  they  received  great  Benefit  by  the  Opera- 
tion. Some  Patients,  who  were  troubled  with  violent 
fcorbutical  Diforders,  Eruptions,  Itch,  Blotches,  run- 
ning Sores,  found,  on  the  drinking  Tar- water  a  few 
Days,  that  their  Sores,  Itchings,  and  Eruptions  grew 
more  troubiefome,  and  increafed  on  the  Surface  of 
their  Bodies,  in  greater  Quantity  and  Violence,  and 
then  thought  Tar-v/atcr  did  them  Harm  ;  fome  were 
fo  imprudent  as  to  itop  drinking  the  Water,  when  it 
was  doing  them  ail  the  Good  imaginable,  by  driving 
from  the  Blood  all  the  noxious  Humours  to  the  Sur- 
face of  the  Body  ;  while  others,  who  perfifted  in 
drinking,  foon  found  the  Scurvy,  Eruptions,  and 
other  Blotches  on  their  Bodies,  die  away  and  heal, 
to  their  great  Relief.  Some,  on  whom  Tar-water 
works  by  Perfpiration,  found  that  it  made  them 
Coftive,  and  heated  them  ;  upon  this,  they  laid  it 
afide  -,  others,  who  in  the  like  Cafe  perfifted  in 
drinking  it,  foon  found,  that,  after  the  Tar-water 
had  done  its  Work  by  Perfpiration,  they  returned  to 
their  natural  State,  and  got  the  Relief  they  expect- 
ed. Nature  does  not  work  two  different  Ways  at 
the  fame  Time  ;  if  it  works  by  Stool,  Perfpiration 
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ceafes  for  the  Time;    if  by  Perfpiration,    then  the 
other   flops.       If  both    thofe  Channels  are  flopr 
ped,  there  is  no  Way  left  for  Nature  to  difcharge 
the  vitiated  Humors,   but  by  Urine :    And  this  is 
the  way  that  Tar- water  generally  operates.      Thefe 
are  for  the  mod  Part  the  Cafes,  wherein  Tar- water 
has  been  imagined  to  do  Harm.      But  it  is  hard, 
that  Tar-water  mould  be  charged  with  doing  Hurt 
in  fuch  Cafes,  when  it  was  doing  the  greateft  Ser- 
vice to  the  Patients.     It  is  true,  that  very  bad  Tar 
and  Tar- water  have  often  been  made  Ufe  of,  and  as 
true,  that  feveral  Perfons  at  the  Time  they  drank 
Tar-water,  indulged  themfelvesin  the  Ufe  offtrong 
Liquors,  and  Spirits ;  and  therefore,  it  is  no  Won- 
der, if  they  did  not  receive  the  Benefit  that  other- 
wife  they  might  have  got.     On   the  whole,  I  do 
not  find  any  Inflance,  where  Tar-water  ever  did 
any  real  Harm,  which  cannot  be  faid  of  any  other 
Medicine. 

298.  IV.  Chronical  Diforders,  wherein  the  whole 
Mafs  of  Blood  and  Juices  of  the  Body  have  been 
long  vitiated,  require  a  Length  of  Time  and  Pati- 
ence to  effedf.  a  Cure  ;  and  if  they  be  very  grievous, 
the  Quantity  of  Tar-water  to  be  taken  in  fuch 
Cafes  fhould  be  encreafed  from  a  Pint  to  a  Quart  a 
Day,  beginning  with  a  Noggin  or  a  Quarter  of  a 
Pint,  to  find  how  it  agrees  with  the  Stomach  ;  and 
fo  continuing  to  drink  it  often  in  fmall  Quantities  ; 
it  being  found  by  Experience,  that  the  more  the  Pa- 
tients drink  in  fuch  Cafes,  the  fooner  they  recover. 

299.  Scurvies  make  a  great  Part  of  the  Ailments 
of  People,  in  this  Part  of  the  World,  and  ytt  we 
find  by  the  many  Inftances  produced  in  this  Narra- 
tive that  the  worft  kinds  of  them,  attended  with 
running  Sores,  Blotches,  Scruff,  &c.  were  perfectly 
cured  by  Tar- water,  which  heals  up  all  the  Sores, 
and  in  fome  Meafure,  embalms  fcorbutic  Bodies 
alive. 
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300.  The  fame  Succefs  has  attended  internal 
Ulcers  in  the  Bladder,  Lungs,  urinary  Paffages, 
venereal  Taints,  and  in  Ulcers  on  the  outward  Parts 
of  the  Body,  owing  to  the  healing  Quality  of  Tar- 
water.  Even  the  King's  Evil,  and  other  fcrophu- 
lous  Diforders,  which  are  commonly  reckoned  incu- 
rable, have  yielded  to  the  Power  of  this  Water,  as 
may  be  feen  by  feveral  Cafes  in  this  Collection  j  in- 
fomuch,  that  we  have  Reafon  to  believe,  that  any 
King's  Evil  may  be  cured  by  Tar-water ;  having 
never  heard  that  it  failed  of  Succefs,  when  regular- 
ly and  plentifully  taken,  and  efpecially  when  at  the 
fame  Time  the  Sores  were  anointed  with  the  Oil 
fkimmed  from  the  Tar-water. 

301.  Scald  Head,  inveterate  Itch,  and  even  Can- 
cers, have  yielded  to  the  healing  Quality  of  Tar- 
water. 

302.  Though  nervous  Cafes  require  a  long  time 
to  perfect  a  Cure,  yet  we  find  that  Hyfterics,  Fits, 
and  Palfies  have  been  cured  by  Tar-water  alone.  Mr. 
Hanning^s  Daughter  mentioned  in  the  Collection, 
who  was  feized  with  a  Palfy,  fo  that  fhe  could 
neither  fpeak  nor  move  a  Limb  in  November  laft, 
is  now  in  March  following,  brifk  and  lively,  and 
perfectly  well,  notwithstanding  the  Severity  of  the 
Weather.  And  T  am  informed,  that  a  Woman, 
who  was  troubled  with  Fits  for  above  a  Twelve- 
month, which  often  returned,  and  caufed  her  to 
lye  fpeechlefs  and  fenfelefs  a  long  Time  together, 
being  adviled  to  take  Tar-water,  a  Quart  a  Day  ; 
on  doing  fo,  (lie  had  but  one  Fit  in  three  Weeks 
pad,  and  that  occasioned  by  a  Fright.  I  know  of 
others,  who  having  been  long  troubled  with  Fits, 
have  had  no  Return  of  them  fince  they  began  to 
drink  Tar-water.  It  is  advifed  in  fuch  Cafes,  to 
give  it  freely  and  boldly. 

303.  Many  Inftances  are  produced  of  Perfons 
who  have  been  cured  or  greatly  relieved  of  Difor- 
ders 
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ders  in  the  Bowels,  Colics,  Megrims,  inveterate 
Head-achs,  Agues,  Rheumatifms,  exceflive  Thirft, 
and  fixed  Pains  in  fome  Parts  of  the  Body.  Others, 
who  were  tortured  with  exceflive  Pains,  on  taking 
Tar-water,  unexpectedly  difcovered  that  their  Ail- 
ment was  owing  to  the  Stone  and  Gravel,  in  dis- 
charging which,  they  found  Tar- water  to  be  very 
ufeful. 

304.  Many  who  laboured  under  a  Lownefs  of  Spi- 
rits, Diforders  in  their  Stomachs,  want  of  Appetite 
and  Sleep,  found  thofe  Diforders  carried  off  by  the 
\Jfe  of  Tar- water. 

305.  Many  are  the  Inftances  of  thofe  who  being 
long  afflicted  with  Afthmas,  Shortnefs  of  Breath, 
and  Difficulty  of  Breathing,  violent  Coughs,  Wheez- 
ing, Stuffings  and  Decays,  fore  Throats  and  Squin- 
ancy,  have  been  either  entirely  cured,  or  greatly  re- 
lieved by  Tar- water. 

306.  As  to  the  Gout,  the  Difeafe  of  the  Rich, 
we  find  that  fome,  greatly  afflicted  with  that  Dis- 
order, by  the  conftant  and  regular  Ufe  of  Tar-wa- 
ter, have  had  no  Return  of  their  Fits  fince  they  be- 
gan to  drink  the  Water  •,  occasioned  by  a  kindly 
Perfpiration  in  their  Limbs,  which  they  never  had 
before,  and  which  recovered  the  Ufe  of  them,  and 
removed  all  their  Pains.  Others,  on  drinking  the 
Water,  found  the  fame  Benefit  •,  but  by  laying  afide 
the  Ufe  of  it  too  foon,  their  Fits  returned  upon 
them,  though  later  than  ufual,  yet  with  this  Ad- 
vantage, that  they  were  not  fo  violent  nor  lafting. 
Others  grown  in  Years  and  much  enfeebled  with  the 
Gout,  though  they  got  Spirits,  Appetite,  and  Reft, 
and  fome  Relaxation  of  their  Pains  by  the  Ufe  of 
Tar-water,  yet,  as  this  Liquor  was  not  to  their  Talte, 
they  either  difcontinued  the  Ufe  of  it,  or  took  it  in 
fuch  fmall  Quantities,  that  the  Weaknefs  in  their 
Limbs  ftill  continued,  and  their  Fits  returned  on 
Change  of  Weather,  or  on  catching  Cold.     And 
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now  we  find  by  Experience,  that  the  furefl  Way  of 
dealing  with  the  Gout,  is  not  only  to  drink  the  Wa- 
ter before  and  after  the  Fit,  but  during  the  whole 
Time  of  the  Fit,  and  that  in  the  Quantity  of  a  Quart 
a  Day,  warm,  which  gives  fuch  a  Difcharge  by  Per- 
oration or  Urine,  as  relieves  Nature  and  removes 
the  Pains.  But  if  Gentlemen  will  continue  in  the 
Ufe  of  flrong  Liquors,  and  high  Feeding,  it  muft 
be  prefumed,  that  the  fame  Caufe  will  ftill  produce 
the  fame  Effects. 

307.  As  to  the  Smal!-pox,  with  which  nine 
Parts  in  ten  of  all  People  are  feized  in  one  Part  or 
other  of  their  Lives  m  this  part  of  the  World,  I 
fhall  only  obferve,  that  the  great  Number  of  Ne- 
groes cured  on  the  Coaft.  of  Guinea  of  the  Small- 
pox by  Tar-water  as  mentioned  in  this  Narrative, 
and  many  others  who  have  been  cured  in  this  King- 
dom the  latter  End  of  lafr,  Seafon,  when  it  was  fo 
rife  and  mortal,  by  the  fame  Means,  evidently  fhew, 
that  Tar-water  is  a  ibvereign,  fafe,  and  efficacious 
Medicine  for  the  Cure  of  this  fatal  Diftemper,  by 
giving  it  warm,  and  in  Plenty  both  before,  and  in 
the  whole  Time  of  the  Illnefs.  And  I  do  not  doubt, 
but  that  others,  who  will  put  it  in  Practice,  will 
find  the  fame  furprizing  Succefs. 

308.  Eut  the  greater!  and  moft  ufeful  Difcovery 
of  this,  or  perhaps  any  other  Age,  is  that  of  Tar- 
waters  curing  fo  fuddenly  and  effectually,  all  Sorts 
of  Fevers,  Pleurifies,  and  inflammatory  Diftempers, 
whereby  two  Thirds  of  Mankind  are  carried  off  be- 
fore their  natural  Time.  Thefe  Maladies  deftroy 
more  of  the  human  Species,  than  all  the  Artillery 
great,  and  fmall  in  the  World  can  do,  and  yet  are 
themfelves  eafily  fubdued  by  Tar- water. 

This  late  Difcovery  of  the  Virtues  of  Tar- water 
flands  fo  confirmed  by  the  authentic  Proofs  menti- 
oned in  the  Narrative,  that  no  body  can  doubt  the 
Truth  thereof,  who  doth  not  at  the  fame  Time  de- 
ny 
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ny  Facts,  which  are  fo  many,  and  fo  well  attefted. 
But  this  may  be  put  on  a  fhort  Iffue,  it  is  in  the 
Power  of  any  one,  and  every  one  is  concerned  in 
the  Event  to  make  a  fair  Tryal  of  the  Truth  or 
Falfhood  of  this  Difcovery,  and  fee  whether  Tar- 
water  taken  in  due  Time  and  Quantity,  before  the 
Fever  has  utterly  deftroyed  the  Crafis  and  Conftitu- 
tion  of  the  Blood,  will  not  entirely  fubdue  and 
carry  off  the  Fever  in  a  few  Days,  of  any  kind 
whatever. 

309.  But  then  to  give  Tar- water  fair  Play,  the 
following  Caution  mould  be  obferved,  which  has 
been  found  neceffary  in  many  Inftances',  viz.  That 
the  Water  be  good  in  its  kind,  that  it  be  admini- 
flered  to  the  Patient  lying  in  Bed,  in  the  Beginning 
of  the  Fever,  and  that  warm,  in  the  Quantity  of 
half  a  Pint  or  more  every  half  Hour,  according 
to  the  Age  and  Strength  of  the  Perfon,  till  the  Pa- 
tient takes  fix  or  eight  Quarts  in  the  Space  of  twen- 
ty four  Hours ;  and  that  no  other  Medicine  be  ta- 
ken with  it ;  that  Care  be  taken  againft  catching 
Cold  ;  that  when  the  Fever  abates,  no  Nourifhment 
be  given  but  what  is  very  light,  and  cooling ;  and 
that  when  the  Fever  is  gone,  the  Patient  keep  his 
Bed  a  Day  or  two  longer,  free  from  Noife  and  Peo- 
ple's talking,  to  prevent  a  Relapfe.  It  is  found  by 
Experience  in  many  Inftances,  that  Patients  in  Fe- 
vers cannot  drink  too  much  Tar-water,  there  is  no 
Danger  from  Excefs,  the  more  they  drink  the  fooner 
they  are  cured ;  it  hath  been  often  obferved,  that 
the  Heat  and  Thirft  they  have  on  fuch  Occasions  fo 
reconciles  the  Water  to  them,  that  they  can  drink  a 
great  Quantity  without  difguft  ;  they  have  general- 
ly a  great  flow  of  Spirits  during  the  whole  Time 
they  drink,  get  Intervals  of  Sleep,  and  when  the 
Fever  abates,  they  have  commonly  keen  Appetites, 
which  ought  not  to  be  indulged  too  foon  or  too 
much.     It   is  amazing  to  fee  with  what  Speed  and 
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Succefs  Tar-water  taken  copioufly,  as  above-men- 
tioned, cures  the  moft  violent  Pleurifies,  without 
Blifters  or  Medicines,  and  without  bleeding,  which 
in  the  common  Practice  is  exceflive.     It  is  faid,  the 
late  Honourable  Mr.  Hamilton^   Collector  at  Cork> 
had  150  Ounces  taken  from  him  in  apleuretic  Dif- 
temper  of  which  he  died.    It  is  proper  to  repeat  and 
inculcate  the  Advantage  of  being  cured  by  a  Cor- 
dial, rather  than  by  Evacuations,  which  at  beft  often 
leave  a  Patient  weak  and  languifhing  for  Years  to- 
gether.    Nothing  is  fo  dangerous  as  neglecting  the 
Beginnings  of  Fevers.     Principals  objia^  is  a  good 
Maxim  with  Refpect  to  the  natural  as  well  as  poli- 
tical Body  :  Some  People  are  apt  to  hold  out  as  long 
as  they  can,  and  go  abroad  with  Fevers  upon  them ; 
By  thus  expofing  themfelves,    they  inflame   their 
Diforders,  and  render  them  very  dangerous.     The 
beft.  Courfe  to  take  in  fuch  Cafes,  is  to  go  to  Bed 
and  drink  Tar-water.     The  Efficacy  of  Tar-water 
in  curing  Fevers,  evidently  mews,  that  it  is  not  of 
an   inflaming  or  heating  Nature.     And  yet  fome 
have  thought  themfelves  heated  by  Tar-water,  who 
at  the  fame  Time  drank  too  freely  of  ftrong  Liquors. 
And  I   am  credibly  informed,    that  fome   noted 
Drinkers   of  Whifky   complained  that  Tar-water 
gave  them  the  Megrim,  a  Diforder  which  in  others* 
it  is  known  to  have  cured.     If  therefore  any  one 
complains  of  being  heated  by  Tar-water,  let  it  be 
enquired  at  the  fame  Time,  whether  he  doth  not 
indulge  himfelf  in  the  Ufe  of  fermented  or  diftilled 
Liquors. 

310.  Some  People  cannot  comprehend,  that  a 
Medicine,  which  in  flow  gradual  Courfe  removes 
chronical  Difeafes,  mould  be  proper  in  acute  Cafes 
which  require  Difpatch.  But  nothing  hinders,  why 
the  fame  Medicine,  which  drank  daily  in  fmall 
Quantities  proves  a  Jeifurely  Cure  for  chronical  Ills, 
may  not  alfo,  if  drank  copioufly,  and  in  very  large 
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Quantities,  prove  a  fpeedy  Cure  for  acute  Cafes, 
fuch  as  all  Kinds  of  Fevers. 

311.  Having  thus  recapitulated  feveral  Maladies 
in  which  Tar-water  has  been  found  fuccefsful,  I 
lhall  beg  Leave  to  recommend  the  Ufe  of  it  in  a 
particular  Manner  to  feafaring  Men,  who  are  fo 
ufeful  to  every  trading  Nation,  and  whofe  Lives 
ought  therefore  to  be  preferved  with  the  utmoft 
Care.  They  are  fubject  to  many  Diftempers,  be- 
fides  thole  common  to  other  Men  at  Land,  which 
they  contract  at  Sea,  by  the  Change  and  Inclemen- 
cy of  the  Weather  in  long  Voyages,  by  the  Heat  or 
Cold  of  the  Climate,  by  great  Fatigues,  fait  Provi- 
fions,  clofe  fuffocating  Air  in  the  Ships,  &c.  which 
produce  Fevers,  Calentures,  Scurvies  of  feveral 
Kinds,  Ulcers,  running  Sores,  Loofenefs  of  their 
Teeth,  and  many  other  Diforders,  for  which  they 
commonly  have  little  or  no  Provifion  of  Medicines 
or  Accommodation,  or  any  Perfon  on  board  of  Skill 
to  aflift  them,  by  which  Means  great  Numbers  of 
them  perifh  miferably.  Now  as  it  is  found  by  Ex- 
perience, that  Tar- water  cures  thofe  Diforders,  it  is 
recommended,  that  in  every  Ship,  Provifion  be  made 
of  feveral  Barrels  of  good  Tar,  and  that  a  Veffel  of 
Tar- water  be  always  prepared  to  be  given  in  Plenty 
to  fuch  of  the  Crew,  who  happen  to  labour  under 
any  of  thofe  Diftempers  •,  by  which  Means,  the 
Lives  of  Thoufands  may  be  faved.  Spruce-Beer, 
which  is  a  great  Antifcorbutic,  and  a-kin  to  Tar- 
water,  would  alfo  be  very  ufeful  in  Sea  Voyages. 

312.  Since  Tar- water  is  fo  fafeandcheapa  Medi- 
cine, and  found  by  Experience  to  cure  many  chro- 
nical Diftempers  as  well  as  flight  Diforders,  it  is 
recommended  to  provide  Tar  and  Tar-water  in  every 
Hofpital,  Infirmary,  and  Work-houfe  •,  and  that  a 
Barrel  of  Tar-water  be  always  at  hand  for  every 
one  to  repair  to,  who  may  be  affii&ed  with  fuch 
Maladies,  to  drink  thereof*  as  much,  and  as  often 

as 
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as  there  is  Occafion.     By  thefe  Means,   the  Lives 
of  Numbers  may  be  faved,  and  the  Patients  either 
cured  or  greatly  relieved.     From  many  Tryals  of 
the  good  Effects  of  this  Medicine,  we  find  that  the 
Ufe  of  Tar- water  is  introduced  into  the  Hofpitals  at 
JLiJhon^  with  great  Advantage.   We  have  many  In- 
flances  in  this  Narrative  of  People,  who  were  kept 
a  long  Time  in  the  Infirmaries,  in  Order  to  be  cured, 
and  were  afterwards  tnrned  out  as  Incurable,    and 
yet  thofe  very  People,  were  in  fome  Time  after  per- 
fectly recovered  by  Tar-water,  to  the  Surprize  of 
thofe  who  had  them  under  their  Care  before.     Be- 
fides,  this  Method  would,  fave  great  Sums  to  the 
Hofpitals  in  the  Expence  for  Medicines.     And  as 
all  Hofpitals  and  Infirmaries  are  fupported  at  the 
Charge  of  the  Public  or  by  private  Donations  and 
voluntary  Contributions,  it  mould  be  the  Bufinefs 
of  thofe  concerned  in  the  Government  of  them,  to 
leffen   the  Expence  as  much  as  poflible,  confident 
with  the  Health  and  Lives  of  the  Patients.     And  I 
am  inclined  to  believe,  that  many  of  thofe  who  are 
lodged  in  Guy's  and  other  Hofpitals  as  Incurables, 
may  be  cured  or  greatly  relieved  by  Tar-water,  and 
fo  make  room  for  others  to  be  admitted.     Whereas 
at  prefent,  little  Care  is  taken  of  their  Recovery,  as 
being  deemed  incurable,  and  they  ftay  there  only 
to  fpend  a  wretched  Life.     Though  it  is  believed 
that  fome  of  them  would  be  forry  to  be  cured,  and 
thereby  be  obliged  to  leave  the  Hofpital,   where 
they  live  in  tolerable  Eafe,  to  get  a  Livelihood  a- 
broad  by  their  own   Labour.     This  deferves  the 
Attention  of  the  Public. 

313.  It  is  recommended  to  all  Gentlemen  who 
live  in  the  Country  and  Market-towns,  that  in  Com- 
panion for  their  poor  Tenants,  Neighbours  and 
Servants,  they  will  be  fo  good  and  humane,  as  to 
provide  Quantities  of  Tar,  and  make  Tar-water 
thereof,  and  diftribute  the  fame  liber-ally  to  fuch  as 

want 


tAR-WATER.  iS9 

want  it,  and  are  deftitute  of  all  Means,  which 
are  proper  to  cure  them  of  the  Diforders  they  are 
frequently  afflicted  with. 

314.  The  Ufe  of  Tar-water  is  alfo  recommend- 
ed to  fedentary  Perfons,  which  by  its  diuretic  Qua- 
hty,  greatly  prevents  Head-ach,  Bloating,  Dropfy, 
Stone  and  Gravel,  which  fedentary  People  are  Sub- 
ject to  from  the  want  of  Exercife. 

315.  V.  In  all  odd  and  new  Cafes,  where  People 
are  at  a  Jofs  what  to  do,  and  even  in  defperate  Cafes 
where  Patients  are  given  over,  and  no  Hopes  kfty 
it  is  recommended  to  try  Tar-water,  which  has 
been  found  in  feveral  Inftances  to  recover  Patients 
from  the  Brink  of  Death. 

316.  I  have  an  Account,  that  Tar-water  is  in 
great  Vogue  at  Paris,  notwithstanding  the  En- 
deavours of  fome  interefted  Perfons  againft  it.  An 
IHJh  Phyfician  prefcribes  it  to  his  French  Patients 
with  great  Succefs,  and  has  got  into  good  Bufinefs 
thereby. 

Since  I  have  mentioned  foreign  Practice, 
it  comes  into  my  Thoughts  to  infert  the  Teftimo- 
ny  or  Atteftation  of  two  foreign  Phyficians,  againft 
the  Notion  of  an  inflaming  Heat  in  Tar- water,  en- 
tertained by  fome  among  us  who  would  decry  that 
Medicine.  Doctor  De  Linden  a  German  Phyfician 
now  in  London,  wrote  a  Letter  about  fix  Months 
ago,  from  which  are  taken  the  following  Extracts. 
It  feems  that  learned  Foreigner  had  miftaken  the 
Senfe  of  Siris,  as  attributing  fuch  Heat  to  Tar- 
water,  which  Opinion  both  he  and  his  foreign 
Correfpondent,  fet  themfelves  to  refute.  /  myfelf 
(faith  Doctor  De  Linden)  have  drank  about  twenty 
five  Gallons  of  Tar-water  confiantly  every  twenty-four 
Hours  three  Pints,  and  that  of  the  Colour  of  Spanifh 
Wine,  and  I  never  found  any  Ejfett  that  we  may  call 
aphyficalHeat  in  the  Bloody  notwithflanding  that  lam 
of  a  very  f anguine  Temperament  ^  and  the  leaf  Thing  can 
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occqfion  in  me  an  Inflammation.  He  adds,  I  would 
not  have  taken  the  Freedom  to  acquaint  you  with  this 
if  1  had  not  in  this  Point  been  attacked  by  the  firji 
Phyfician  to  a  certain  great  crowned  Head  in  Ger- 
many, and  Prefident  of  a  moft  illuftrious  Collegium 
Medicum.  After  which,  Doctor  De  Linden,  fets 
down  Part  of  this  Correfpondent's  Letter,  contain- 
ing the  following  Words :  /  am  glad  we  have  got 
into  our  Faculty  a  Reverend  Divine,  but  I  amjiill 
more  pleafed  with  his  Difcovery ;  and  I  agree  in  every 
Thing  with  him,  becaufe  I  have  experienced  Tar- 
water  myfelf ;  but  there  is  one  Error  committed.  He 
then  proceeds  to  refute  the  Error,  fuppofed  to  be  in 
Siris,  viz.  that  Tar-water  is  Heating.  After  which, 
he  fubjoins  thefe  Words  :  In  Reality,  Tar-water  is 
of  fuch  a  mild  Nature,  that  it  never  can  inflame,  nor 
create  an  Inflammation  in  the  Blood.  I  agree  with  every 
Thing  elfe,  and  blejjed  Thanks  be  to  the  Bifhop  for  his 
valuable  Difcovery.  It  is  probable,  Foreigners  might 
miftake  warming  for  heating;  and  fo  conceive  that 
when  Tar-water  was  faid  in  Siris  to  warm,  it  was 
underftood  to  heat.  But  certain  it  is,  that  in  many- 
Parts  of  that  Treatife,  all  inflaming  Heat  is  exprefs- 
Jy  denied  to  be  in  Tar-water.  Thus  in  the  feventy- 
fourth  Section  it  is  faid  ;  The  Salts,  the  Spirits,  the 
Heat  of  Tar  water,  are  of  a  Temperature  congenial 
to  the  Nature  of  Man,  which  receives  from  it  a 
kindly  Warmth,  but  no  inflaming  Heat.  And  in  the 
following  Section,  Tar-water  is  affirmed  to  be  fo 
far  from  increafing  a  feverijh  Inflammation,  that  it  is 
on  the  contrary,  a  moft  ready  Means  to  allay  and  ex- 
tinguijh  it.  There  are  fo  many  other  PafTages  to 
the  fame  Effect,  throughout  the  whole  Book  of 
Siris,  that  it  would  be  endlefs,  as  well  asneedlefsto 
enumerate  them. 

318.  I  fhould  not  omit  to  take  Notice,  that  fe- 
veral  Ladies,    who  had  received  great  Benefit  by 
Tar-water,  at  the  fame  Time  recovered  their  Com- 
plexions 
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plexions  and  Bloom,  and  that  others,  who  had 
fqueamifh  Stomachs,  and  could  not  bear  to  take 
Tar- water  in  the  Morning  before  Breakfaft*  yet 
found  it  to  agree  well  with  them  an  Hour  or  two 
after  eating.  An  old  Lady  has  been  greatly  re- 
lieved by  drinking  conftantly  every  Day,  no  more 
than  one  Wine-glafs  in  the  Morning. 

319.  A  great  Deal  depends  on  the  Goodnefs  of 
Tar- water.-  Tar  being  looked  upon  as  a  Naval 
Store,  could  not  be  imported  without  Rifque  and 
Difficulty  in  time  of  War :  Hence  for  fome  time  no 
Tar  could  be  got  that  was  fit  for  making  Tar- 
water  j  fome  was  adulterated  with  the  Mixture  of 
other  Stuff,  and  Retailers  frequently  fold  for  frefh 
Tar,  that  which  had  been  formerly  ufed.  By  thefe 
Means  feveral  have  been  difappointed  and  abufed  by 
bad  Tar- water  ;  fuch  Tar- water,  as  is  of  a  brown 
Colour  or  fweetifh  flat  Tafte,  is  bad,  but  they  who 
have  once  drank  good  Tar-water,  can  eafily  diftin- 
guifh  the  bad,  which  has  no  Spirit.  Liquid  Tar* 
which  is  the  firft  running  from  the  Billets,  from 
whence  the  Tar-flows  by  fmothering  Heat  of  Fire^ 
is  generally  the  beft.  And  yet  no  certain  Judg- 
ment can  be  formed  of  the  Goodnefs  of  Tar,  by  the 
Colour  or  Confiflence,  till  Trial  be  made,  by 
making  Tar-water  of  it.  When  a  VefTel  of  Tar 
has  flood  long  on  an  End,  a  Sediment  often  falls  to 
the  Bottom,  which  Sediment  fhould  not  be  made 
Uie  of  for  Tar- water. 

320.  The  adding  artificial  Helps  to  plain  Ample 
Remedies,  often  difturbs  their  Operation,  and  render 
thofe  Medicines  ineffectual :  I  have  an  Account  of 
two  Cafes,  where  the  Phyficians  prefcribed  the  Bark 
with  Tar- water:  But  the  Patients  found  not  the 
Benefit,  till  they  took  Tar-water  alone.  Some  have 
put  a  Drop  of  the  Oil  of  Nutmegs  to  a  Glafs  of 
Tar- water,  which  made  it  more  palatable  ;  others 
have  added  a  fmall  Spoonful  of  Mead,  White-wine, 
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or  Cyder,  which  made  the  Draught  more  agreeable  5 
but  it  were  better  no  Spirits  mould  be  taken  with  it, 
or  any  Thing  elfe  that  might  weaken  the  Vertue  of 
the  Water,  and  it  is  therefore  more  advifeable  to  take 
it  pure,  and  a  little  Ufe  will  reconcile  it  to  the  Palate. 
Fir-trees  grow  naturally  in  moll  Parts  of  the 
World,  in  hot  Countries  as  well  as  cold,  but  chiefly 
in  the  mountainous  Parts  of  both.  After  this  Man- 
ner, Providence  furnifhes  in  great  Plenty,  the  Means 
of  prefer ving  Health  and  Life  by  the  fimplefl  Me- 
dicines. 

321.  It  is  proper  to  warn  thofe  who  expect  the 
whole  Benefit  of  Tar- water,  to  be  very  temperate  in 
the  Ufe  of  ftrong  Liquors  fermented  or  diftilled. 
They  weaken  and  fruftrate  the  Powers  of  Tar- water, 
which  of  itfelf  is  a  fufficient  Cordial.  It  has  a 
great  Effect  upon  the  Nerves  and  Spirits,  animates 
the  Heart  without  difordering  the  Brain,  and  is  an 
Antidote  againfl:  Cold,  Fatigue,  and  Thirft.  That 
is  certainly  the  beft  Cordial  which  encreafes  the  ani- 
mal Spirits,  without  inflaming  the  Blood,  or  difturb- 
ing  the  Nerves,  as  all  inebriating  Liquors  never  fail 
to  do.  If  this  be  the  Effect  of  Tar- water,  as  I  am 
allured  it  is,  it  may  be  of  Ufe  in  our  Armies  and 
Fleets. 

322.  I  have  no  View  in  giving  myfelf  this 
Trouble,  but  to  promote  the  good  of  Mankind, 
without  any  Defire  to  incroach  on  the  Province  of 
Others.  They  who  railed  and  argued  againfl:  Tar- 
water  on  the  firfl:  Publication  of  Siris,  inflfted  that 
particular  Cafes,  with  all  their  Circumflances,  fhould 
have  been  exhibited  to  the  Publick,  that  they  might 
examine  into  the  Truth  of  the  Cafes,  and  be  better 
able  to  judge  of  the  Effects  of  this  Water.  The 
Names  of  Perfons,  who  were  alledged  as  Inftances 
of  the  Vermes  thereof,  were  not  mentioned  in  Shis. 
On  this  Omiflion  they  triumphed,  and  treated  the 
Whcle  with  Ridicule.     But  this  Narrative  fuffici- 
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ently  fupplies  that  Defect,  and  is  the  bed  Anfwer  to 
ail  their  Objections.  Such  a  Number  of  Cafes  fo 
fully  defcribed  and  attefted,  muft  be  the  beft  Refu- 
tation of  all  their  Railleries  and  Reafonings,  which 
are  directly  againft  Matter  of  Fact,  the  only  fafe 
Rule  to  judge  by, 

323.  It  is  very  probable,  that  I  mail  be  judged, 
and  even  condemned  by  fome,  for  being  fo  fanguine, 
and  fo  greatly  prepofTeffed  in  Favour  of  Tar- water. 
I  own  I  am,  but  it  is  for  the  beft  Reafon  in  the 
World.  I  am  fully  convinced  of  the  Efficacy  of 
Tar- water  in  curing  a  great  Number  of  Diftempers 
of  the  mofl  grievous  and  dangerous  Kinds,  by  the 
many  Inftances,  Gafes,  and  Matters  of  Fact,  pro» 
duced  in  this  Narrative,  and  communicated  to  me 
from  time  to  time,  by  a  great  Number  of  Gentle- 
men and  others  of  good  Credit  and  Integrity  from 
all  Parts;  who  had  no  other  View  in  fo  doing,  than 
that  others  might  receive  the  fame  Benefit  they 
had  obtained  themfelves.  And  all  this  fo  well  at- 
tefted, that  I  have  not  the  leaf!  doubt  of  the  Truth 
thereof.  If  there  are  any,  who  have  any  Doubts, 
they  may  repair  to  the  Patients  themfelves,  whofe 
Names  and  Places  of  Abode,  are  herein  mentioned 
for  that  very  Purpofe,  and  be  fully  fatisfied  of  the 
Truth  of  all,  or  any  of  the  Cafes  herein  related.  I 
have  recommended  Tar- water  myfelf  to  many  ;  fe- 
veral  of  them  were  perfectly  cured  of  their  Diforders  5 
hardly  one  that  did  not  receive  Benefit,  and  none 
that  got  Harm  by  it.  What  greater  Proof  can  be 
given  of  the  Truth  or  Certainty  of  any  Matter  of 
Fact  ?  Or  what  better  Criterion  or  Rule  can  be 
chofen  for  determining  the  Ufe  or  Power  of  any 
Medicine,  than  many  and  frequent  Trials  and  Ex- 
periments, well  attefted  and  vouched,  and  open  to 
all  the  World  ?  Such  Proofs  and  Evidences  are  pro- 
duced in  behalf  of  Tar- water.  Some  few  Inftances 
of  Cures  wrought  by  Tar- water,  being  communicat- 
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•ed  to  me  in  the  Beginning,  induced  me  to  make 
farther  Inquiries  into  the  Effects  of  it;  the  more  I 
enquired,  the  more  I  was  fatisfied  of  the  extraordinary 
Vertues  of  Tar- water  :  And  found  many  as  ready 
to  communicate  their  Cafes,  as  I  was  to  receive 
them.  From  thefe  Informations,  this  Narrative  has 
been  formed,  and  has  fwelled  to  the  Size  the  Reader 
fees  it  in.  I  had  promifed  to  publifh  fuch  Cafes  as 
occurred  to  me ;  they  who  fent  them,  as  well  as 
others,  expected  it  from  me,  and  it  would  have  been 
very  wrong,  and  even  criminal  in  me,  to  have  ftifled 
or  fuppreffed  them. 

324.  The  Variety  of  Examples  in  the  Collection 
will  direct  any  Perfons,  where  to  find  their  Cures  in 
particular  Cafes  for  which  they  might  not  otherwife 
think  of  Tar- water.  And  for  this  Purpofe,  an  al- 
phabetical Index  or  Table  is  annexed  to  this  Narra- 
tive, which  points  out  the  feveral  Diitempers  men- 
tioned in  this  Collection,  wherein  Tar-water  has 
proved  fuccefsful,  with  a  Reference  to  the  Sections, 
where  thofe  Diftempers  are  taken  Notice  of. 

325.  After  the  foregoing  Sheets  were  printed  off, 
the  following  Inftances  of  curing  the  King's-evil  by 
Tar- water  came  to  my  Knowledge,  and  are  therefore 
inferted  in  this  Place. 

A  particular  Gentleman  having  informed  me  of 
three  Perfons  cured  of  the  King's-evil,  he  brought  to 
my  Houfeat  my  Defire,  on  the  1 2  th  of  March  174  5, 
two  of  the  Patients,  and  a  Gentlewoman,  who  is  a 
near  Relation  of  the  Third,  who  gave  me  the  fol- 
lowing Account  of  their  Cafes. 

326.  Martha  ghiark,  about  eleven  Years  old, 
late  of  G/afnevin,  and  now  living  in  Dolphins-barn- 
/ane,  near  the  Rofe  and  Crown,  foon  after  the  hard 
Frofl  was  afflicted  with  running  Sores,  and  Holes  in 
one  of  her  Hands  and  Arms,  and  under  one  of  her 
Eyes,  which  continued  to  increafe,  infomuch  that 
ic  infected  her  upper  Jaw  5   in  this  Condition  fhe 

was 


VAR-WATER.  16$ 

was  fent  to  Mercers  Hofpital,  where  flie  flayed  three 
/  Weeks,  in  which  time  the  Sore  under  her  Eye 
was  a  little  healed,  and  flopped  Running  ;  but  in  a 
Fortnight  after  fhe  left  the  Hofpital,  it  broke  out 
again,  and  a  Splinter  of  a  Bone  came  off  from  her 
Hand.  But  in  1744  her  Parents  were  advi fed  to 
give  her  Tar- water,  half  a  Pint  a  Day,  and  to  apply 
a  Plaifter  of  Tar  to  all  the  Sores,  and  a  large  Tent 
covered  with  the  Plaifter  to  the  Hole  under  her  Eye : 
In  a  little  time,  a  large  Piece  of  her  Jaw-bone,  with 
fbm'e  of  her  Teeth,  came  off,  and  by  drinking  the 
Water,  and  applying  the  Plaifters  for  near  three 
Months,  all  her  Sores  healed,  and  fhe  perfectly  re- 
covered, and  has  continued  well  this  Year  and  half 
paft. 

327.  William  Murray,  about  twelve  Years  old, 
Son  of  Matthew  Murray,  in  Black- horfe-lane,  had 
running  Sores  in  his  Hands  and  Legs  foon  after  the 
great  Froft,  fo  that  he  was  not  able  to  ftir  a  Foot, 
and  had  great  Pains  in  his  Head  for  a  Year.  The 
Boy  drank  Tar- water,  which  in.  a  Fortnight's  Time 
carried  of  the  Pains  in  his  Head  and  then  applied 
the  Tar  Plaifter  to  the  Sores  a  little  before  laft 
Chrijtmas,  whereby  all  the  Sores  are  healed  up,  leaving 
a  great  many  Marks  in  his  Arm.  And  the  Boy  ftill 
continues  to  drink  Tar- water,  and  finds  himfelf  very 
hearty. 

328.  A  young  Gentlewoman,  aged  21  Years, 
from  the  Time  fhe  was  three  Years  old  had  a  run- 
ning Evil  in  one  of  her  Hands,  and  her  Jaws,  and 
fhe  continued  in  this  State  many  Years  without  Re- 
lief: She  was  at  the  Waters  of  Loughleah,  in  the 
County  of  Cavany  and  was  long  under  the  Care  of 
Surgeons  without  Benefit.  Splinters  of  Bone  came 
from  her  Hands.  But  in  1744  fhe  drank  Tar- 
water  in  fmall  Quantities,  and  applied  the  Plaifter  of 
Tar,  which  in  four  Months  Time  healed  them  up, 
and  fhe  is  now  perfectly  well. 
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329.  And  on  the  13th  of  March  1745,  James 
Moony,  Shoe- maker,  Son  of  Arthur  Moony,  who 
lives  at  the  BuWs-head  in  Staff  or  d-ftreet,  came  to  me' 
at  the  Defire  of  a  Gentleman  to  give  me  his  Cafe 
which  is  as  follows :  In  the  Winter  after  the  great 
Froft,  he  was  afflicted  with  running  Sores,  which 
broke  out  in  many  Parts  of  his  Left-hand,  and  in 
his  Back,  and  quite  difabled  him  from  following  his 
Trade,  and  for  which  he  tryed  many  Things  with- 
out any  Benefit.  He  attended  at  the  Infirmary  on 
the  Inns-quay,  for  two  Months,  where  many  Surgeons 
practifed  upon  him  •,  but  he  got  no  Relief  by  any 
Thing  they  did,  and  was  at  laft  told  by  them,  that 
there  was  no  other  Remedy  than  to  cut  off  his  Hand 
above  the  Wrift  :  Upon  which,  he  attended  no  more 
at  the  Infirmary.  But  in  Augufi  1745,  he  was  ad- 
vifed  to  drink  Tar- water  %  which  he  did  for  two 
Months,  about  a  Pint  a  Day,  and  warned  the  Sores 
with  the  fame  Liquor,  and  the  Effect  was,  that  he 
found  the  Sores  begin  to  heal  in  the  fecond  Month, 
and  moft  of  them  were  healed  up  in  the  End  of  that 
Month,  and  he  recovered  his  Appetite  and  Spirits, 
which  he  had  loft  ^°fore,  and  then  laid  afide  Tar- 
water,  before  he  was  perfectly  cured,  having  two 
fmall  Sores' not  quite  healed  ;  but  he  has  began  to 
drink  the  Water  again,  and  finds  himfelf  much 
better  already,  and  hopes  to  perfect  his  Cure  in  a 
litth  Time. 

[go  It  is  very  probable  that  thefe  Patients,  would 
been  fooner  cured,  if  they  had  taken  Tar- water 
in  greater  Plenty  -,  half  a  Pint  a  Day  was  too  fmall  a 
Quantity  to  effect  a  Cure  in  a  fhort  time  :  In  fuch 
grievous  Cafes,  a  Quart  a  Day  mould  have  been 
taken  which  might  have  recovered  the  Patients  in 
lefs  than  half  the  Time  as  we  find  to  have  happened 
in  other  Inftances;  and  the  "Water  mould  not  be 
laid  afide,  till  they  were  perfectly  cured. 

231.    In  fome  Hofpitals  and  Infirmaries,  where 
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Patients  have  had  their  Hands,  Arms,  or  Legs* 
fwolien  and  inflamed  with  terrible  running  Sores, 
which  ate  into,  and  rotted  the  Bones,  and  which 
could  not  be  cured  by  any  of  their  Medicines,  the 
Surgeons  in  fuch  Cafes,  for  fear  of  a  Gangrene  or 
Mortification,  fometimes  cut  off  the  Limb;  which, 
if  it  doth  not  end  with  the  Death  of  the  Patient, 
reduces  him  at  leaft  to  Want  and  Beggary.  Such 
Operations  mould  not' be  attempted,  but  in  the  laft 
Extremity.  And  we  have  Reafbn  to  fufpect,  that  it 
is  fometimes  done  without  fuch  Neceffity ;  in  Regard 
we  find  feveral  Patients  mentioned  in  this  Narrative, 
who  were  condemned  to  be  ferved  the  fame  Way  ; 
as  the  only  Means  to  fave  their  Lives,  and  being 
told  fo  much,  and  terrified,  ran  away,  or  quitted  the 
Hofpital ;  yet  thofe  very  Patients  were  afterwards 
recovered  by  the  Ufe  of  Tar- water,  and  perfectly 
reftored  to  the  Ufe  of  their  Limbs,  without  any  fuch 
Mutilations.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  for  the  future, 
we  mail  hear  but  little  of  fuch  Amputations,  fo 
mocking  to  Nature,  fince  we  find  that  Tar-water 
not  only  prevents  thofe  Ailments  from  coming  to  a 
dangerous  Height  but  cures  them  when  they  do, 
and  when  all  other  Hopes  are  loft.  And  indeed,  it 
is  reafonable  to  believe,  when  the  whole  Mafs  of 
Blood  is  corrupted,  that  the  cutting  off  a  Limb  will 
not  cure  the  Corruption,  which  will  be  apt  to  break 
out  in  fome  other  Part. 

332.  The  Murrain,  which  has  lately  raged  in 
many  Parts  of  Europe,  among  the  horned  Cattle, 
and  now  prevails  in  fome  Parts  of  England,  fhould 
engage  our  Attention  to  prevent  the  fp reading  of  fb 
deftructive  a  Malady.  And  as  this  Diftemper  ap- 
pears by  its  Symptoms  to  be  a  Kind  of  Fever,  it  is 
recommended  that  Tar- water  be  tryed  in  the  follow- 
ing Manner.  Let  the  fick  Beaft  have  poured  down 
its  Throat  a  Quart  of  warm  Tar-water,  made 
flronger  than  ufual,  by  ftirring  each  Gallon  eight  or 
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ten  Minutes,  and  this  to  be  repeated  every  Hour  or 
two  for  the  firft  Day,  while  the  Bead  is  awake.  On 
the  fecond,  let  one  Half  of  the  former  Quantity  be 
given,  and  on  the  third  Day,  half  of  that  which  was 
given  on  the  fecond  :  Which  laft  Quantity  is  to  be 
continued  till  the  Cure  is  perfected  ;  during  which 
time,  the  Beafl  mould  be  houfed  and  lie  warm.  I 
have  no  Experience  of  the  Succefs  of  this  Method, 
as  there  is  no  Infection  of  that  Kind  in  this  King- 
dom, but  recommend  it  from  the  analogous  Effects 
that  Tar- water  hath  in  curing  Fevers  and  Infections. 
It  is  worthwhile  to  try  it  for  the  good  of  the  Publick, 
the  Expence  being  but  a  Trifle.  It  may  be  advife- 
able  alfo  to  dawb  the  Noftrils,  Ears,  &c.  of  all  the 
Cattle  whether  infected  or  not,  to  prevent  catching 
or  communicating  the  Infection  by  the  Air.  And 
alfo  to  make  the  Beaft  fwallow  one  Egg-fhell  full  or 
two  of  crude  Tar. 

333.  I  mall  add  no  more,  but  only  fubjoin  to  this 
Treatife  two  Letters  from  the  Author  of  Siris ;  the 
firft  addreffed  to  me,  containing  fome  farther  Re- 
marks on  the  Virtues  of  Tar-water,  and  the  Me- 
thods for  preparing  and  ufing  it,  which  was  firft 
publifhed  in  the  Year  1 744 ;  and  the  fecond,  lately 
lent  to  me  from  the  fame  Author,  containing  fome 
farther  Dilcoveries,  Obfervations  and  Reflections  on 
the  Virtues  and  Effe&s  of  Tar- water. 


A   LET- 
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A 

L    E    T    T    E    R 

T  O 

Thomas  Prior ,  Efqj 

FROM      THE 

Author  of  SIRIS; 

Containing  fome  Farther  Remarks  on  the  Virtues 
of  Tar- water,  and  the  Methods  for  preparing 
and  uhng  it. 

Non  Jlbi,  fed  toti. 
Nothing  is  more  difficult  and  difagreeable,  than  to  argue  Men  cut 
of  their  Prejudices;   ljhall  not,  therefore,  enter  into  Contro<verJies  on 
this  Subjeft,  but  if  Men  difpufe  and  objett,  fhall  leave  the  Decijion 
to  Time  and  Trial.  Sir. is,  Seft.  68. 


I.  J%  MONG  the  great  Numbers  who  drink  Tar- 
/-\     water  in  Dublin,  your  Letter  informs  me,  there 

"**  ■**  are  fome  that  make  or  ufe  it  in  an  undue  Man- 
ner. To  obviate  thefe  Inconveniencies,  and  render  this 
Water  as  generally  ufeful  as  poffible,  you  defire  I  would 
draw  up  fome  general  Rules  and  Remarks  in  a  fmall  Com- 
pafs,  which  accordingly  I  here  fend  you. 

2.  Pour  a  Gallon  of  cold  Water  on  a  Quart  of  liquid 
Tar,  in  a  glazed  earthen  Veffel ;  ftir,  mix  and  work  rhem 
thoroughly  together,  with  a  wooden  Ladle,  or  flat  Stick, 
for  the  Space  of  five  or  fix  Minutes.  Then  let  the 
Veffel  Hand  clofe  covered  three  Days  and  Nights, 
that  the  Tar  may  have  full  Time  to  fubfide.  After 
which,  having  firft  carefully  fkimmed  it,  without  mov- 
ing 
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ing  the  Veflel,  pour  off  the  clear  Water,  and  keep  it  in 
Bottles,  well  corked,  for  Ufe :  This  Method  will  produce 
a  Liquor  ftronger  than  that  firft  published  in  Siris,  but 
not  oflfenfive  if  carefully  fkimmed.  It  is  a  good  general 
Rule,  but  as  Stomachs  and  Conftitutions  are  various,  it 
may  admic  of  fome  Latitude.  Lefs  Water,  or  more  ftir- 
ring, makes  it  ftronger,  as  more  Water,  or  lefs  ftirring, 
makes  it  weaker.  It  is  to  be  noted,  that  if  feveral  Gal- 
lons are  made  at  once  in  the  fame  Veflel,  you  muft  add 
five  or  fix  Minutes  ftirring  for  every  Gallon.  Thus  two 
Gallons  of  Water,  and  two  Quarts  of  Tar,  require  ten 
or  twelve  Minutes  ftirring. 

3.  The  fame  Tar  will  not  do  fo  well  a  fecond,  Time, 
but  may  ferve  for  other  common  Ufes :  The  putting  off 
Tar  that  hath  been  ufed,  for  frefh  Tar,  would  beVbad 
Fraud.  To  prevent  which,  it  is  to  be  noted,  that  Tar  al- 
ready ufed  is  of  a  lighter  Brown  than  other  Tar.  The  only 
Tar  that  I  have  ufed,  is  that  from  our  Northern  Colonies 
in  America,  and  that  from  Norway  ;  the  latter  being  thin- 
ner, mixeth  eafier  with  Water,  and  feems  to  have  more 
Spirit.  If  the  former  be  made  ufe  of  (as  I  have  known  ic 
with  good  Succefs)  the  Tar-water  will  require  longer  ftir- 
ring to  make  it. 

4.  Tar-water,  when  right,  is  not  paler  than  French,  nor 
deeper  coloured  than  SpanifhW  hke-w'me,  and  full  as  clear  £ 
if  there  be  not  a  Spirit  very  fenfibly  perceived  in  drinking, 
you  may  conclude  the  Tar-water  "is  not  good  •  if  you 
would  have  it  good,  fee  it  made  yourfelf.  Thofe  who  be- 
gin with  k0  little  and  weak,  may,  by  Habit,  come  to  drink 
more,  and  ftronger.  According  to  the  Seafon,  or  the  Hu- 
mour of  the  Patient,  it  may  be  drink  either  cold  or  warm  : 
In  Colics  I  take  it  to  be  beft  warm.  If  k  difgufts  a  Patient 
warm,  let  him  try  k  cold,  and  vice  verfa.  If  at  firft  it 
creates,  to  fome  fqueamifh  Perfons,  a  little  Sicknefs  at  Sto- 
mach, or  Naufeating,  it  may  be  reduced  both  in  Quality 
and  Quantity.  In  general,  fmall  Inconveniencies  are  ei- 
ther removed,  or  borne  with  fmall  Trouble  j  it  lays  under 
no  Reftraint,  as  to  Air,  Exercife,  Cloaths,  or  Diet,  and 
may  be  taken  at  all  Times  of  the  Year. 

5.  As  to  the  Quantity  in  common  chronical  Ir;difpofi- 
tions,  one  Pint  of  Tar-water  a  Day  may  fuffice,  taken  on 
an  empty  Stomach,  at  two  or  four  Times,  to  wit,  Night 

and 
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and  Morning,  and  about  two  Hours  after  Dinner  and 
Breakfaflj  more  may  be  taken  by  ftrong  Stomachs.  Al- 
teratives in  general,  taken  in  {mall  Dofes,  and  often,  mix 
belt  with  the  Blood ;  how  oft,  or  how  ftrong  each  Sto- 
mach can  bear,  Experience  will  mew.  But  thofe  who 
labour  under  great  and  inveterate  Maladies,  muft  drink 
a  greater  Quantity,  at  leaft  one  Quart  every  twenty-four 
Hours,  taken  at  four,  fix,  or  eight  GlafTes,  as  beft  fuirs 
the  Circumftances  and  Cafe  of  the  Drinker.  All  of  this 
Clafs  muft  have  much  Patience  and  Perfeverance  in  the 
Ufe  of  this,  as  well  as  of  all  other  Medicines,  which,  if 
fure  and  fafe,  muft  yet,  from  the  Nature  of  Things,  be 
flow  in  the  Cure  of  inveterate  chronical  Diforders.  In 
acute  Cafes,  Fevers  of  all  Kinds,  it  muft  be  drank  in  Bed 
warm,  and  in  great  Quantity,  (the  Fever  ftill  enabling  the 
Patient  to  drink)  perhaps  a  Pint  every  Hour,  which  I 
have  known  to  work  furprifing  Cures.  But  it  works  fo 
quick,  and  gives  fuch  Spirits,  that  the  Patients  often 
think  themfelves  cured  before  the  Fever  hath  quite  left 
them.  Such  therefore  mould  not  be  impatient  to  rife, 
or  apply  themfelves  too  foon  to  Bufinefs,  or  their  ufual 
Diet. 

6.  To  fome,  perhaps,  it  may  feem,  that  a  flow  Altera- 
tive in  chronical  Cafes,  cannot  be  depended  on  in  Fevers 
and  acute  Diftempers,  which  demand  immediate  Relief. 
But  I  affirm,  that  this  fame  Medicine,  which  is  a  flow  Al- 
terative in  chronical  Cafes,  I  have  found  to  be  alfo  a  moft 
immediate  Remedy,  when  copioufly  taken,  in  acute  and 
inflammatory  Cafes.  It  might  indeed  be  thought  rafh  to 
have  tried  it  in  the  moft  threatening  Fevers  and  Pleurilies 
without  Bleeding,  which  in  the  common  Practice  would 
have  been  held  neceffary.  But  for  this  I  can  fay,  that  I 
have  Patients  who  would  not  be  bled,  and  this  obliged  me 
to  make  Trials  of  Tar-water  without  Bleeding,  which. 
Trials  I  never  knew  unfuccefsful.  The  fame  Tar-water  I 
found  a  flow  Alterative,  and  a  fudden  Febrifuge.  If  the 
Reader  is  furprized,  I  own  myfelf  to  be  fo  too.  But 
Truth  is  Truth,  and  from  whatever  Hand  it  comes,  mould 
be  candidly  received.  If  Phyficians  think  they  have  a 
Right  to  treat  of  religious  Matters,  I  think  I  have  an  equal 
Right  to  treat  of  Medicine. 

7.  Au- 
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7.  Authority  I  have  no  Pretence  to ;  but  Reafon  is 
the  common  Birth-right  of  all :  My  Reafons  I  have  given 
in  Siris  •  My  Motives  every  one  will  interpret  from  his 
own  Breaft :  But  he  muft  own  himfelf  a  very  bad  Man, 
who,  in  my  Cafe,  (that  is,  after  long  Experience,  and  un- 
der full  Conviction  of  the  Virtues  and  Innocence  of  Tar- 
water)  would  not  have  done  as  much.  All  Men  are,  I 
will  not  fay  allowed,  but  obliged  to  promote  the  com- 
mon Benefit  ,•  and  for  this  End,  what  I  could  not  in  Con- 
fcience  conceal,  that  I  do,  and  fhall  publickly  declare, 
maugre  all  the  Spleen  and  Raillery  of  a  World,  which  can- 
not treat  me  worfe  than  it  hath  done  my  Betters. 

8.  As  the  Morning's  Draught  is  moft  difficult  to  nice 
Stomachs,  fuch  may  leffen,  or  even  omit  it,  at  the  Be- 
ginning, or  rather  poftpone  it  till  after  Breakfaft,  and  take 
a  larger  Dofe  at  Night.  The  Diftance  from  Meal-time 
need  not  be  more  than  one  Hour,  for  common  Stomachs, 
when  the  Liquor  is  well  clarified  and  fkirnmed.  The 
Oil  that  floats  on  the  Top,  and  was  fkirnmed  off,  mould 
be  carefully  laid  by,  and  kept  for  outward  Sores.  In  the 
Variety  of  Cafes  and  Conftitutions,  it  is  not  amils  that 
there  mould  be  different  Manners  of  preparing  and  taking 
Tar-water  :  Trial  will  direct  to  the  belt.  Whether  there 
be  any  Difference  between  old  Tar,  or  new  Tar,  or  which 
of  all  the  various  Tars,  produced  from  different  Trees,  or 
in  different  Parts  of  the  World,  is  moft  medicinal,  future 
Trials  muft  determine. 

9.  I  have  made  a  fecond  Sort  of  Tar-water,  to  be  ufed 
externally,  as  a  Warn  or  Lotion,  for  the  Itch,  Scabs,  Ul- 
cers, Evil,  Leprofy,  and  all  fuch  foul  Cafes,  which  I  have 
tried  with  very  good  Succeis,  and  recommend  it  to  the 
Trial  of  others.  For  inveterate  Cafes  of  that  Kind,  Tar- 
water  fhould  be  drank,  a  Quart  every  twenty-four  Hours, 
at  four,  fix,  or  eight  Giaffes  ;  and  after  this  hath  been 
done,  at  leaft  for  a  Fortnight,  the  Lotion  is  to  be  ap- 
plied outwardly,  and  warm,  by  bathing,  fomenting,  and 
fteeping,  and  this  feveral  times  in  the  twenty-four  Hours, 
to  heal  and  dry  up  the  Sores,  the  Drinking  being  ftill  con- 
tinued. This  Water,  for  external  Ufe,  is  made  in  the  fol- 
lowing Manner :  Pour  two  Quarts  of  hot  boiling  Water 
on  a  Quart  of  Tar,  ftir  and  work  it  ftrongly,  with  a  flac 
Stock,   or  Ladle,   for  a  full  Quarter  of  an  Hour ;  let  ic 

Hand 


1 173  ] 

ftand  fix  Hours,  then  pour  it  off,  and  keep  it  clofe  covered 
for  Ufe.  It  may  be  made  weaker  or  ftronger,  as  there  is 
Occafion. 

10.  From  what  I  have  obferved  of  the  Lotion,  I  am 
inclined  to  think,  it  may  be  worth  while,  in  obftinate  and 
cutaneous  Ailments,  Leprofy,  and  Weaknefs  of  Limbs, 
to  try  a  Bath  of  Tar-water ;  allowing  a  Gallon  of  Tar  to 
every  ten  Gallons  of  boiling  hot  Water ;  ftirring  the  In- 
gredients a  full  half  Hour ;  fuffering  the  VefTel  to  ftand 
eight  or  ten  Hours,  before  the  Water  is  poured  off,  and 
ufing  the  Bath  a  little  more  than  Milk-warm.  This  Ex- 
periment may  be  made  in  different  Proportions  of  Tar 
and  Water.  In  Dublin  many  Cafes  occur  for  Trial,  which 
are  not  to  be  met  with  in  the  Country. 

1 1.  My  Experiments  have  been  made  in  various  Cafes, 
and  on  many  Perfons;  and  I  make  no  Doubt  its  Virtues 
will  foon  be  more  fully  difcovered,  as  Tar-water  is  now 
growing  into  general  Ufe,  though  not  without  that  Oppo- 
sition which  ufually  attends  upon  Novelty.  The  great 
Objection  I  find  made  to  this  Medicine  is,  tb.3t  it  pro- 
mises too  much.  What !  fay  the  Objectors,  do  you  pre- 
tend to  a  Panacea  ?  a  Thing  ftrange,  chimerical,  and 
contrary  to  the  Opinion  and  Experience  of  all  Mankind. 
Now,  to  fpeak  out,  and  give  this  Objection,  or  Queftion, 
a  direct  Anfwer,  I  freely  own,  that  I  fufpect  Tar-water  is 
a  Panacea.  I  may  be  miftaken,  but  it  is  worth  Trial ; 
for  the  Chance  of  fo  great  and  general  a  Benefit,  I  am 
willing  to  ftand  the  Ridicule  of  propofing  it.  And  as  the 
old  Philofopher  cried  aloud,  from  the  Houfe-tops,  to  his 
Fellow  Citizens,  Educate  your  Children  ;  fo,  I  confefs,  if 
I  bad  a  Situation  high  enough,  and  a  Voice  loud  enough, 
1  would  cry  out  to  all  the  Valetudinarians  upon  Earth, 
Drink  Tar-water. 

12.  Having  thus  frankly  owned  the  Charge,  I  muft  ex- 
plain to  you,  that  by  a  Panacea  is  not  meant  a  Medicine 
which  cures  all  Individuals,  (this  confifts  not  wich  Morta- 
lity) but  a  Medicine  that  cures  or  relieves  all  the  diffe- 
rent Species  of  Diftempers  :-•  And  if  God  hath  given  us  fo 
great  a  Bleffing,  and  made  a  Medicine  fo  cheap  and  plen- 
ty as  Tar,  to  be  withal  fo  univerfal  in  his  Effects,  to  eafe 
the  Miferies  of  human  Life,  fhall  Men  be  ridiculed  or 
bantered  out  of  its  Ufe,  especially  when  they  run  no 
Rifque  in  the  Trial  ?  Fox  I  can  truly  affirm,  that  I  never 

knew 
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knew  any  Harm  attend  it,  more  than  fometimes  a  little 
Naufea,  which  if  the  Liquor  be  well  cleared,  fkimmed  and 
bottled,  need  not,  I  think,  be  apprehended. 

13.  It  rouft  be  owned  I  have  not  had  Opportunities  of 
trying  it  myfelf  in  all  Cafes,  neither  will  I  undertake  to 
demonftrate  a  priori,  that  Tar-water  is  a  Panacea.  But 
yet,  methinks,  I  am  not  quite  destitute  of  probable  Rea- 
fons,  which,  joined  to  what  Facts  I  have  obferved,  in- 
duced me  to  entertain  fuch  a  Sufpicion. 

14.  I  knew  Tar  was  ufed  to  preferve  Cattle  from 
Contagion ;  and  this  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  given  Rife 
to  that  Practice  of  drinking  Tar-water  for  a  Prefervative 
againft  the  Small-pox.  But  as  the  Tar-water  ufed  for  that 
Purpofe  was  made  by  mixing  equal  Quantities  of  Tar  and 
Water,  it  proved  a  moft  offenfive  Potion ;  befides,  as  a 
frefh  Glafs  of  Water  was  put  in  for  each  Glafs  that  was 
taken  out,  and  this,  for  many  Days,  on  the  fame  Tar,  it 
followed  that  the  Water  was  not  equally  impregnated  with 
the  fine  volatile  Spirit,  though  all  alike  ftrongly  faturated 
with  grofs  Particles. 

15.  Having  found  this  naufeous  Draught  very  ufeful 
againft  the  Small-pox,  to  as  many  as  could  be  prevailed 
on  to  take  it,  I  began  to  confider  the  Nature  of  Tar.  I 
reflected  that  Tar  is  a  Balfam  flowing  from  the  Trunks  of 
aged  Ever-greens  ,•  that  it  refills  Putrefaction  ;  that  it  hath 
the  Virtues  of  Turpentine,  which,  in  Medicine,  are  known 
to  be  very  great  and  manifold  ,•  but  I  obferved  withal, 
that  Turpentines,  or  Balfams,  are  very  offenfive  in  the 
taking :  I  therefore  confidered  diftinctly  the  feveral  con- 
ftituent  Parrs  of  Balfams ;  which  were  thofe,  wherein  the 
medicinal  Virtues  refided,  and  which  were  to  be  regarded 
rather  as  a  vifcous  Matrix,  to  receive,  arreft,  and  retain 
the  more  volatile  and  active  Particles ;  and  if  thefe  laft 
could  be  fo  feparated  and  difengaged  from  the  groffer 
Parts,  as  to  impregnate  a  clear  and  potable  Liquor,  I  con- 
cluded, that  fuch  Liquor  muff,  prove  a  Medicine  of  great 
Force,  and  general  UCe.  I  confidered,  that  Nature  was 
the  beft  Chemift  and  Preparer  of  Medicines,  and  that  the 
Fragrance  and  Flavour  of  Tar  argued  very  active  Quali- 
ties and  Virtues. 

1 6.  I  had,  of  a  long  Time,  entertained  an  Opinion  a- 
greeable  to  the  Sentiments  of  many  antient  Philofophers, 
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"That  Fire  may  be  regarded  as  the  animal  Spirit  of  this  viji- 
ble  World.  And  in  feemed  to  me,  that  the  attracting  and 
fecreting  of  this  Fire  in  the  various  Pores,  Tubes,  and 
Duds  of  Vegetables,  did  impart  their  fpecifick  Virtues  to 
each  Kind  ;  that  this  fame  Light,  or  Fire,  was  the  imme- 
diate instrumental  or  physical  Caufe  of  Senfe  and  Motion, 
and  confequently  of  Life  and  Health  to  Animals  ,•  that  on 
Account  of  this  Solar  Light,  or  Fire,  Phcebus  was,  in 
the  antient  Mythology,  reputed  the  God  of  Medicine : 
Which  Light,  as  it  is  leifurely  introduced,  and  fixed  in  the 
vifcid  Juice  of  old  Firs  and  Pines,  fo  the  fetting  it  free  in. 
parr,  that  is,  the  changing  its  vifcid  for  a  volatile  Vehicle, 
which  may  mix  with  Water,  and  convey  it  throughout  the 
Habit  copioufly  and  inoffensively,  would  be  of  infinite 
Ufe  in  Phyfick,  extending  to  all  Cafes  wbatfoever,  inas- 
much as  all  Distempers  are,  in  effect,  a  Struggle  between 
the  Vis  vitce  and  the  peculiar  Miafma,  or  Fomes  morbi  ,•  and 
nothing  strengthens  Nature,  or  lends  fuch  Aid  and  Vigour 
to  Life,  as  a  Cordial  which  doth  not  heat. 

17.  The  folar  Light,  in  great  Quantity,  during  the  Space 
of  many  successive  Years,  being  attracted  and  detained  in 
the  Juice  of  antient  Ever-greens,  doth  form  and  lodge 
itfelf  in  an  Oil  fo  fine  and  volatile,  as  fhall  mix  well  with 
Water,  and  lightly  pafs  the  Primes  vi<s>  and  penetrate  every 
Part  and  Capillary  of  the  organical  System.,  when  once  ex- 
empt and  freed  from  the  groffer  naufeous  Refin.  It  will 
not  therefore  feem  unreafonable,  to  whoever  is  acquaint- 
ed with  the  medicinal  Virtues  of  Turpentine  in  fo  many 
different  Diftempers,  for  which  it  harh  been  celebrated 
both  by  ancient  and  modern  Physicians,  and  withal  reflects 
on  the  Naufea,  or  Clog,  that  prevents  their  full  Operation 
and  Effect  on  the  human  Body ;  it  will  not,  I  (ay,  feem 
unreafonable  to  fuch  a  one  to  fuppofe,  that,  if  this  fame 
Clog  were  removed,  numberless  Cures  might  be  wrought 
in  a  great  Variety  of  Cafes. 

18.  The  Defideratum  was,  how  to  feparate  the  active 
Particles  from  the  heavy  vifcid  Substance,  which  ferved 
to  attract  and  retain  them,  and  fo  to  order  Matters,  thaE 
the  Vehicle  of  the  Spirit  fhould  not,  on  the  one  hand,  be 
volatile  enough  to  efcape,  nor  on  the  other,  grofs  enough 
to  offend.  For  the  performing  of  this,  I  have  found  a 
most  eafy,  fimple,  and  effectual  Method,  which  furnifhed 
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9  potable  inoffenfive  Liquor,  clear  and  fine  as  the  beft 
White-wine,  cordial  and  itomachic,  to  be  kept  bottled, 
as  being  endued  with  a  very  fenfible  Spirit,  though  not 
fermented. 

19.  I  tried  many  Experiments  as  to  the  Quantity  of 
Water,  and  the  Time  of  ftirring  and  Handing,  in  order  to 
impregnate  and  clarify  it,  and,  after  all,  fixed  on  the  fore- 
mentioned  Receipt,  as  the  moft  generally  ufeful  for  mak- 
ing this  falutiferous  Liquor  well  impregnated,  and  not  of- 
fensive to  common  Stomachs,  and  even  drank  with  Plea- 
fure  by  many  :  In  which  the  moft  medicinal  and  active 
Particles,  that  is,  the  native  Salts  and  volatile  Oil  of  the 
Balfam,  being  difentangled  and  feparated  from  its  grofs  Oil 
and  vifcous  Refin,  do,  combined  together,  form  a  fine 
balfamic  and  vegetable  Soap,  which  not  only  can  pafs  the 
Stomach  and  Prima  vi&j  but  alio  infinuate  itfelf  into  the 
minuteft  Capillaries,  and  freely  pervade  the  whole  animal 
Syftem  j  and  that  in  luch  full  Proportion  and  Meafure,  as 
fuiteth  every  Cafe  and  Conftitution. 

20.  The  foregoing  general  Considerations  put  me  upon 
making  Experiments  in  many  various  and  unlike  Cafes, 
which  otherwife  I  fhould  never  have  thought  of  doing, 
find  the  Succefs  anfwered  my  Hopes.  Philosophical  Prin- 
ciples led  me  to  make  fafe  Trials,  and  on  thole  Trials  is 
founded  my  Opinion  of  the  falutary  Virtues  of  Tar-water  j 
which  Virtues  are  recommended  from,  and  depend  on, 
Experiments  and  Matters  of  Fad,  and  neither  ftand  nor 
fall  with  any  Theories  or  Speculative  Principles  whatever. 
Howbeit,  thofe  Theories,  as  I  laid,  enlarged  my  Views  of 
this  Medicine,  led  me  to  a  greater  Variety  of  Trials,  and 
thereby  engendered  and  nourifhed  my  Sufpicion,  that  it  is 
a  Panacea.  I  have  been  the  more  prolix  in  thefe  Particu- 
lars, hoping  that,  to  as  many  as  fhall  candidly  weigh  and 
confider  them,  the  high  Opinion  I  conceive  of  this  Me- 
dicine, will  not  feem  altogether  an  Effect  of  vain  Prepof- 
feffion,  or  blind  empiric  Rafhneis,  but  rather  the  Refulc 
of  free  Thought  and  Enquiry,  and  grounded  on  my  beft 
Reafon,  Judgment,  and  Experience. 

21.  Thofe  who  have  only  the  Good  of  Mankind  at 
Heart,  will  give  this  Medicine  fair  play  ;  if  there  be  any 
who  act  from  other  Motives,  the  Publick  will  look  Sharp 
and  beware.     To  do  Jultice  to  Tar-water,  as  well  as 
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to  th6fe  Who  drink  it,  regard  muft  be  had  to  the  particu- 
lar Strength  and  Cafe  of  the  Patients.  Grievous  or  inve- 
terate Maladies  muft  not  be  treated  as  common  Cafes.  I 
cured  a  horrible  Cafe,  a  Gangrene  in  the  Blood,  which 
had  broke  out  in  feveral  Sores,  and  threatened  fpeedy 
Death,  by  obliging  the  PerfOn  to  drink  nothing  but  this 
Liquor  for  feveral  Weeks,  as  much  and  as  often  as  his 
Stomach  would  bear.  Common  Senfe  will  dired  a  pro- 
portionable Conduct  in  the  other  Cafes.  But  this  muft  be 
left  to  the  Confcience  and  Difcretion  of  the  Givers  and 
Takers. 

22.  After  all  that  can  be  faid,  it  is  moft  certain,  that  a 
Panacea  founds  odd,  and  conveys  fomewhat  mocking  to 
the  Ear  and  Senfe  of  moft  Men,  who  are  wont  to  rank 
the  univerfal  Medicine  with  the  Philolopbers  Stone,  and 
the  Squaring  of  the  Circle  ;  whereof  the  chief,  if  not  fole 
Reafon,  I  take  to  be,  that  it  is  thought  incredible,  the 
fame  Thing  fhould  produce  contrary  Effects,  as  it  mufc 
do,  if  it  cures  oppofite  Diftempers.  And  yet  this  is  no 
more  than  every  Day's  Experience  verifies.  Milk,  for  In- 
ftance,  makes  fome  coftive,  and  others  laxative  :  Ths  re- 
gards the  Poffibility  of  a  Panacea  in  general  ^  as  for  Tar- 
water  in  particular,  I  do  not  fay  it  is  a  Panacea,  I  only 
fufpect  it  to  be  fo. — Time  and  Tryal  will  fhew. 

23.  But  I  am  moft  fincerely  perfuaded,  from  what  I 
have  already  feen  and  tried,  that  Tar- water  may  be  drank 
with  great  Safety  and  Succefs,  for  the  Cure  or  Relief  of 
moft,  if  not  all  Difeafes ;  of  Ulcers,  Lch,  Scald-heads, 
Leprofy,  Kings-Evil,  Cancers,  the  foul  Dilbfe,  and  all 
foul  Cafes  j  Scurvies  of  all  Kinds,  Diforders  of  the  Lungs, 
Stomach,  and  Bowels,  in  Rheumatic,  Gouty  and  Nephri- 
tic Ailments,  Megrims,  inveterate  Head-achs,  Epilepfies, 
Pleurifies,  Peripneumonies,  Eryfipelas,  Small-pox,  all  Kinds 
of  Fevers,  Colics,  Hyfteric  and  all  nervous  Cafes ;  Ob- 
ftru&ions,  Dropfles,  Decays,  and  other  Maladies.  Note 
that  for  Agues  it  fhould  be  drank  warm,  and  often,  in 
fmall  GlafTes,  both  in  and  out  of  the  Fit,  and  concinued 
for  feveral  Days  to  prevent  a  Relapfe.  Nor  is  it  of-  Ufe 
only  in  the  Cure  of  Sicknefs,  it  is  alfo  ufeful  to  preferve 
Health,  and  guard  againft  Infection,  and  in  fome  Meafure 
even  againft  old  Age,  as  it  gives  lafting  Spirits,  and  invi- 
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gorates  the  Blood.  I  am  even  induced,  by  the  Naturg 
and  Analogy  of  Things,  and  its  wonderful  Succeft  in  Fe- 
vers of  all  Kinds,  to  think  that  Tar-water  may  be  very 
ufeful  againft  the  Plague,  both  as  a  Prefervative  and  a 
Cure. 

24.  But  I  doubt  no  Medicine  can  withftand  that  exe- 
crable Plague  of  diftilled  Spirits,  which  do  all,  with- 
out Exception,  (there  being  a  cauftic  and  coagulating 
Quality  in  all  diftilled  Spirits,  whatever  the  Subject  or 
Ingredients  may  be)  operate  as  a  flow  Poifon,  preying 
on  the  Vitals,  and  wafting  the  Health  and  Strength  of 
Body  and  Soulj  which  Peft  of  human  Kind  is,  I  am 
told,  gaining  Ground  in  this  Country,  already  too  thin 
of  Inhabitants. 
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A    SECOND 

LETTER 

FR  OM    THE 

Author  of  S I R  I S, 

T  O 

Thomas  Prior ,  Efq; 

I.  "IT  T"  OUR  Attention  to  whatever  promotes  the  pub* 
lick  Good  of  your  Country,  or  the  common  Be- 
"**  nefit  of  Mankind,  having  engaged  you  in  a  par- 
ticular Enquiry  concerning  the  Virtues  and  Effects  of  Tar- 
water,  you  are  entitled  to  know,  what  farther  Difcoveries, 
Obfervations  and  Reflections  I  have  made  on  that  Subject. 

2.  Tar-water,  in  the  feveral  Editions  of  Sirist  hath  been 
directed  to  be  made  by  ftirring  three,  four,  five,  or  fix 
Minutes,  for  a  Gallon  of  Water,  and  a  Quart  of  Tar. 
But  although  it  feem  beft  made,  for  general  Ufe,  wichin 
thofe  Limits,  yet  the  Stomach  of  the  Patient,  is  the  ben; 
Rule,  whereby,  to  direct  the  Strength  of  the  Water  ; 
with  a  little  more  ftirring,  fix  Quarts  of  good  Tar- water 
may  be  made  from. one  of  Tar  j  and  with  eight  Minutes 
ftirring,  I  have  known  a  Gallon  of  Tar-water  produced 
from  fecond-hand  Tar,  which  proved  a  good  Remedy 
in  a  very  bad  Fever,  when  better  Tar  could  not  be  had. 
For  the  Ufe  of  Travellers,  a  Tar-water  may  be  made  ve- 
ry ftrong,  for  Inftance,  with  one  Quart  of  Water,  and  a 
Quart  of  Tar,  ftirred  together  for  the  Space  of  twenty 
Minutes.  A  Bottle  of  this  may  ferve  long  on  a  Road,  a 
little  being  put  to  each  Glafs  of  common  Water,  more  or 
lefs?  as  you  would  have  it  ftronger  or  weaker.    Near  ten 
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Years  ago,  a  Quart  of  about  this  Strength  was  given  to  an 
old  Woman,  to  be  taken  at  one  Draught  by  Direction  of 
a  young  Lady,  who  had  confulted  one  in  my  Family,  a- 
bout  the  Method  of  preparing  and  giving  Tar- water,  which 
yet  fhe  happened  to  miftake.  But  even  thus,  it  did  Ser- 
vice in  the  Main,  though  it  wrought  the  Patient  violently 
all  manner  of  Ways.  Which  mews,  that  Errors  and  Ex- 
ceffes  in  Tar- water,  are  not  fo  dangerous,  as  in  other  Me- 
dicines. 

3.  The  beft  Tar,  I  take  to  be  that,  which  is  moft  Li- 
quid, or  firft  running  from  the  Billets  of  Fir  or  Pine, 
which  grew  on  the  Mountains :  It  hath  a  greater  Share  of 
thofe  antifcorbutic  vegetable  Juices,  which  are  contained 
not  only  in  the  Leaves  and  tender  Tops,  but  in  all  Parts 
of  the  Wood  ;  and  thefe,  together  with  the  Salts  of  Wood- 
foot,  being  in  the  Compofition  of  Tar  fuperadded  to  Tur- 
pentine, render  Tar-water  a  Medicine,  if  I  am  not  mifta- 
ken,  much  more  extenfive  and  efficacious,  than  any  that 
can  be  obtained  from  Turpentine  alone. 

4.  The  Virtues  of  the  Wood- Juices  fhew  themfelves 
in  Spruce-Beer,  made  of  MolafTes,  and  the  black  Spruce- 
Fir  in  the  northern  Parts  of  America ;  and  the  young 
Shoots  of  our  common  Spruce-Fir,  have  been  put  to 
Malt- Liquor  in  my  own  Family,  and  make  a  very  whol- 
fome  Drink. 

5.  Tar- water  feldom  fails  to  cure,  or  relieve,  when  right- 
ly made  of  good  Tar,  and  duly  taken.  I  fay,  of  good 
Tar,  becaufe  the  vile  Practice  of  adulterating  Tar,  or  of 
felling  the  Dregs  of  Tar,  or  ufed  Tar  for  frefli,  is  grown 
frequent,  to  the  great  Wrong  of  thofe  who  take  it.  Who- 
ever hath  been  uied  to  good  Tat- water,  can  readily  difcern 
the  bad  by  its  flat  Tafte,  void  of  that  warm  cordial  Quali- 
ty found  in  the  former ;  it  may  alfo  be  expedient  for  know- 
ing frefh  Tar,  to  obferve,  whether  a  fat  oily  Scum  floats 
on  the  Top  of  the  Water,  which  is  found  to  be  much  lefs, 
if  any  at  all,  on  the  fecond  making  of  Tar-water.  This 
Scum  was  directed  to  be  taken  off,  not  from  its  being  apt 
to  do  Harm  when  drank,  but  to  render  the  Tar-water  more 
palatable  to  nice  Stomachs.  Great  Quantities  of  Tar  are 
produced  in  Germany,  Italy,  and  other  Parts  of  the  World. 
The  different  Qualities  or  Vermes  of  thefe,  it  may  be  worth 
while  to  try,  and  I  wifli  the  Tryal  were  made  principally 
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by  obferving,  which  giveth  moft  Senfe  of  a  lively  cordial 
Spirit  upon  drinking  the  Water. 

6.  This  Medicine  of  Tar- water  worketh  various  Ways, 
by  Urine,  by  Perforation,  as  a  fudorific,  carminative,  car- 
diac, aftringent,  detergent,  reftorarive,  alterative,  and 
fometimes  as  a  gentle  purgative  or  emetic,  according  to  the 
Cafe  or  Conftitution  of  the  Patient,  or  to  the  Quantity 
that  is  taken  •  and  its  Operation  fliould  net  be  disturbed. 
I  knew  two  Brothers  ill  of  a  Fever  about  the  fame  Time  ; 
it  wrought  on  the  one  by  copious  Swearing,  on  the  other 
altogether  by  Urine  j  and  I  have  known  it  to  adt  at  diffe- 
rent Times  differently,  even  on  the  fame  Perfon,  and  in. 
the  fame  Diibrder ;  one  while  as  a  Diaphoretic,  or  Sudo- 
rific, another  as  a  Diuretic.  Its  general  Character  is  Diu- 
retic, which  fhews,  that  it  cleanfeth  the  urinary  PafTages, 
preventing  thereby  both  Stone  and  Grave!,  againft  which  ic 
hath  been  found  very  ufeful,  and  much  fafer  than  mineral 
Waters,  by  reafon  of  its  balfamic  healing  Quality. 

7.  Tar-water  doth  recover  and  impart  vital  Heat,  but 
imparts  no  inflaming  Heat.  I  have  feen  a  wonderful  Cure 
wrought  on  a  Child  about  eight  Years  old,  and  paft  all 
Hopes,  by  pouring  feveral  Spoonfuls  of  Tar-water  down 
his  Throat,  as  he  lay  quite  fubdued  by  a  molt  violent  Fe- 
ver, without  any  Appearance  of  Senfe  or  Morion,  the 
Noflrils  drawn  back,  the  Eyes  fixed,  the  Complexion  dead- 
ly wan.  And  yet  Tar-water,  forced  down  by  Spoonfuls, 
feem'd  to  kindle  up  Life  a-new ;  and  this  after  Sage-tea, 
Saffron,  Milk- water,  Venice- treacle,  fcrV.  had  been  ufed 
without  any  Succefs. 

8.  This  is  of  itfelf  a  Efficient  Cordial,  friendly  and  con- 
genial to  the  vital  Heat  and  Spirits  of  a  Man.  If  therefore 
ftrong  Liquors  are  in  the  accuftomed  Quantity  fuperadded, 
the  Blood  being  already,  by  Tar-water,  fufficiently  warmed 
for  vital  Heat,  the  ftrong  Liquors  fuperadded  will  be  apt 
to  over-heat  it,  which  over-hearing  is  not  to  be  imputed 
to  the  Tar-water,  iince,  taken  alone,  I  could  never  ob- 
ferve  it  attended  with  that  Symptom. 

9.  And  tho'  it  may  be  no  eafy  Matter  to  perfuade  fuch 
as  have  long  indulged  themfelves  in  ihe  free  Uk  of  ftrong 
fermented  Liquors  and  diftiiled  Spirus,  toforfake  their  per- 
nicious Habits,  yet  I  am  myfelf  thoroughly  perfuaded,  that 
in  Weaknefs  or  Fatigue  of  Body,  or  in  low  Spirits,  Tar- 
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water  alone  doth  far  furpafs  all  thofe  vulgarly-efteemed  Cor- 
dials, which  heat  and  intoxicate,  and  which  coagulate  the 
Fluids,  and,  by  their  cauftic  Force,  dry  up,  ftiffen,  and  de- 
ftroy  the  fine  Vefleis  and  Fibres  of  the  unhappy  Drinkers, 
obstructing  the  Secretions,  impairing  the  animal  Functions, 
producing  various  Diforders,  and  bringing  on  the  untime- 
ly Symptoms  of  old  Age.  Nothing  doth  fo  much  obftruct 
the  good  Effects  of  Tar-water,  as  the  Abufe  of  ftrong 
Liquors.  Where  this  is  avoided,  it  feems  no  chronical 
Malady  can  keep  its  Ground,  or  ftand  before  Tar-water 
conftantly  and  regularly  taken,  not  even  hereditary  Diftem- 
pers,  as  the  moft  inveterate  Kings-Evil,  nor  even  the  moft 
confirmed  Gout ;  provided  it  be  drank  a  Quart  a  Day,  at 
fix  or  eight  Glaffes,  and  at  all  Seafons,  both  in  and  out  of 
the  Fit,  and  that  for  a  great  Length  of  Time,  the  longer 
the  better.  It  is  to  be  noted,  that  in  Fits  of  the  Gout,  Co- 
lic, or  Fever,  it  fhould  be  always  drank  warm.  On  other 
Occafions,  warm  or  cold,  as  the  Patient  likes. 

10.  The  Inference  I  make  is,  that  thofe  who  expect 
Health  from  Tar-water,  have  lefs  Need  of  any  other  Cor- 
dial, and  would  do  well  to  facrifice  fome  Part  of  their 
Pleafure  to  their  Health.  At  the  fame  Time  I  will  ven- 
ture to  affirm,  that  a  Fever  produced  either  from  hard 
Drinking,  or  any  other  Caufe,  is  moft  effectually  and  fpee- 
dily  fubdued,  by  abftaining  from  all  other  Cordials,  and 
plentifully  drinking  of  Tar-water  :  For  it  warms  the 
Cold,  and  cools  the  Hot ;  Simple  Water  may  cool,  but 
this,  at  the  fame  Time  that  it  cools,  gives  Life  and  Spirit. 
It  is,  in  Truth,  a  Specific  for  all  Kinds  of  Fevers;  the 
fame  Medicine,  which  is  a  leifurely  Alterative  in  chronical 
Diforders,  being  taken  in  larger  Quantities,  is  a  fpeedy 
Cure  in  acute  ones. 

ii.  Thofe  who,  without  Knowledge  or  Experience  of 
Tar-water,  have  been  fo  active  and  earneft  to  difcredit  its 
Vertues,  have  much  to  anfwer  for,  efpecially  with  Regard 
to  acute  inflammatory  Diftempers,  in  which  it  doth  Won- 
ders. It  is  in  thofe  Diforders,  fo  fatal  and  frequent,  that 
I  have  had  moft  Opportunities  of  obferving  its  Virtues, 
nor  can  the  World  ever  know  the  juft  Value  of  this  Me- 
dicine, but  by  trying  it  in  the  like  Cafes. 

12.  When  Patients  are  given  over,  and  all  known  Me- 
thods fail,  it  is  allowed  to  try  new  Remedies.    If  Tar- 
water 
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water  was  tried  in  fuch  Cafes,  I  do  verily  believe,  that  ma- 
ny Patients  might  thereby  be  refcued  from  the  Jaws  of 
Death :  Particularly,  I  would  recommend  the  Tryal  of  it, 
in  the  moft  malignant  and  defperate  Fevers,  or  Small-pox, 
attended  with  purple,  livid,  or  black  Spots,  ft  is  my  fin- 
cere  Opinion,  that  warm  Tar-water,  drank  copioufly,  may 
often  prove  falutary,  even  in  thofe  deplorable  Cafes. 

13.  My  Opinion  is  grounded  on  its  lingular  Vertues  in 
correcting,  fweetening,  and  invigorating  the  Blood,  and 
in  curing  Cancers  and  Gangrenes,  or  beginning  Mortifica- 
tions, fuch  as  thofe  Spots  do  indicate.  I  have  lately  known 
it  drunk  with  good  Succefs  in  a  very  painful  and  unpro- 
mifing  Wound ;  and  am  perfuaded,  that  if  it  were  drank 
plentifully,  during  the  Dreffing  of  all  Sorts  of  dangerous 
Wounds,  it  might  afTwage  the  Anguifh,  and  forward  the 
Cure  •  as  it  abates  feverifh  Symptoms,  and  by  rendering 
the  Blood  balfamic,  and  difpofing  the  Parts  to  heal,  pre- 
vents a  Gangrene. 

14.  Tar  itfelf  is  an  excellent  Medicine,  being  fpread  on 
a  Cloth,  and  applied  warm  to  an  Ulcer  or  Wound.  I  have 
known  the  fame  applied  to  a  very  large  and  painful  Tu- 
mour, caufed  by  a  Sprain  or  Bruife,  fpeedily  afTwage  the 
Pain,  and  reduce  the  Swelling*  I  may  add,  that  Tar 
(mixed  with  Honey  to  make  it  lefs  ofFenfive,  and)  taken 
inwardly,  is  an  admirable  Balfam  for  the  Lungs  ,*  and  a  lit- 
tle of  this,  taken  together  with  Tar-water,  haftens  its  EfFetft 
in  curing  the  moft  obftinate  and  wafting  Coughs ;  and  an 
Egg-fhell  full  of  Tar,  fwallowed  and  wafhed  down  with  a 
Quart  of  Tar-water,  Night  and  Morning,  hath  been  found 
very  ufeful  for  the  fame  Diforder  in  Horfes. 

15.  Sitting  over  the  Vapour  of  the  heated  Lotion,  de- 
fcribed  in  my  former  Letter,  is  excellent  in  the  Cafe  of 
Piles  or  Fiftula  j  especially  if  fomenting  with  the  faid  Lo- 
tion be  added,  as  alfo  anointing  with  the  Oil  fcummed 
from  the  Top  of  Tar-water.  Tar-water  hath  been  fnuffed 
up  the  Noftrils,  with  good  Succefs,  for  a  great  Heaviness 
of  the  Head,  and  Drowfinefs.  It  is  a  very  ufeful  Wafh 
for  weak,  dry,  or  itching  Eyes ;  an  excellent  Prefervative 
for  the  Teeth  aud  Gums  j  alfo  a  good  Drink  and  Gargle 
for  a  fore  Throat :  I  may  add,  that  I  have  known  it  fuc- 
ceed  in  Cafes  where  it  has  been  tried  without  Hopes  of 
Succefs,  particularly  in  Deafnefs.     I  have  known  Life  fu- 
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fhined  many  Days  together,  only  by  drinking  of  Tar-wate^ 
Without  any  other  Nourifhment,  and  without  any  remark- 
able Diminution  of  Strength  or  Spirits ;  it  may  therefore 
be  of  fingular  Ufe,  and  fave  many  Lives  in  the  Diftrefs  of 
Famine  at  Sea,  or  in  Sieges,  and  in  Seafons  of  great  Scar- 
city. The  Vertue  of  Tar-water  flowing  like  the  Nile  *, 
from  a  Secret  and  occult  Source,  brancheth  into  innume- 
rable Channels,  conveying  Health  and  Relief, .  wherever 
it  is  applied ;  nor  is  it  more  eafy  and  various  in  its  Ufe, 
than  copious  in  Quantity.  How  great  Havock,  neverfhe- 
]efs,  is  made  by  the  Small-pox,  raging  like  a  Plague,  in 
New  England,  and  other  Parts  of  America,  which  yet  a- 
bound  with  Tar  !  and  how  many  thoufand  Sailors,  in  all 
Parts  of  the  World,  are  rotting  by  the  Scurvy  with  their 
Remedy  at  Hand ! 

16,  Many  in  this  Town  of  Cloyne  have,  by  the  copious 
drinking  of  Tar-water  alone,  been  recovered  of  the  moft 
violent  Fevers,  attended  with  the  moft  threatning  Symp- 
toms, and  much  heightened  by  Relapfes  from  Mifmanage- 
ment.  It  would  be  tedious  to  enumerate  all  the  Caies  of 
this  Kind,  which  have  happened  at  Cloyne,  and  in  my 
own  Family ;  where  many  Fevers,  pleuretic,  as  well  as 
others,  attended  with  violent  Stitches,  Diffi.  ulty  of  Breath- 
ing, and  Spitting  of  Blood,  have  been  cured  by  Tar-wa- 
ter j  and  this  I  can  with  Truth  affirm,  that  I  never  knew 
it  regularly  tried,  in  any  inflammatory  Cafe,  without  Suc- 
cefs :  But  then  it  muft  be  given  in  Bed,  warm  and  very 
copioufly,  with  all  due  Caution  againft  Cold,  Noife,  and 
improper  Diet. 

17.  I  have  often  obferved,  when  a  Patient,  on  the  firft 
Attack  of  a  Fever,  hath  betaken  himfelf  to  his  Bed,  and 
drank  Tar-water  regularly  and  conftantly,  that  he  hath 
had  fuch  favourable  Symptoms,  fo  good  Appetite,  and  fo 
found  Sleep,  that  the  Fever  paffed  almoft  as  nothing  ; 
nor  was  to  be  diftinguifhed  other  wife,  than  by  a  quick- 
nefs  of.  Puffe,  a  little  feverifli  Heat,  and  Thirft.  The 
more  that  Patients  in  a  Fever  drink,  the  better  they  find 
themfelves  ;  and  their  liking  to  Tar-water  grows,  with 
their  want  of  it,  by  a  certain  Inftincl  or  Dictate  of  Na- 
ture ;  infomuch  that  I  have  known  Children  in  very  high 

*  The  Nile  wis  by  the  antient  Egyptians  called   Siris,  which  Word  alfo 
f]gnihes3  in  Greek,  2.  Chain,  though  not  fo  common'y  ukd  as  Sira, 

Fevers, 


Fevers, who,  at  other  Times,  could  hardly  be  prevailed  on  to 
drink  a  fingle  Glafs,  drink  fix  or  eight  in  an  Hour. 

1 8.  I  can  truly  affirm  that  for  the  Cafes  within  my 
own  Obfervation,  inflammatory  acute  Diftempers  cured 
by  Tar-water,  have  been,  at  leaft,  ten  Times  the  Num- 
ber of  any  other.  Thefe  indeed  ofteneffc  occur,  as  caufing 
the  chief  Deftru&ion  and  general  Ravage  of  Mankind  ; 
who  are  confequently  debarred  from  the  principal  Ufe 
and  Benefit  of  this  Medicine  fo  long,  as  they  give  Ear  to 
the  Suggestions  of  thofe,'  who,  without  any  Experience 
thereof,  would  perfuade  them,  it  is  of  an  heating  or  en- 
flaming  Nature ;  which  Suggestion,  as  I  am  convinced 
myfelf,  by  long  and  manifold  Experience,  that  it  is  abfo- 
lutely  falfe,  fo  may  all  others  alfo  be  fufficiently  convinc- 
ed of  its  Falfhood,  by  the  wonderful  Fact  attefted  by  a 
folemn  *  Affidavit  of  Captain  Drape,  at  Liverpool;  where- 
by it  appears,  that  of  170  Negroes  feized  at  once  by  the 
Small-pox  on  the  Coaft  of  Guinea,  one  only  died,  who 
refused  to  drink  Tar- water ;  and  the  remaining  16%  all 
recovered  by  drinking  it,  without  any  other  Medicine, 
notwithftanding  the  Heat  of  the  Climate,  and  the  Incom- 
modries  of  the  VefTel.  A  Fact  fo  well  vouched  muft, 
with  all  unbyaffed  Men,  outweigh  the  pofitive  Affertions 
of  thofe,  who  have  declared  themfelves  Adverfaries  of 
Tar-water,  on  the  Score  of  its  pretended  heating  or  in- 
flaming Quality. 

19.  The  Skill  and  Learning  of  thofe  Gentlemen  in 
their  Profeffion,  I  fhall  not  difpute;  but  yet  it  feems 
ftrange,  that  they  mould  without  Experience  pronounce 
at  once,  concerning  the  Virtues  of  Tar-water,  and  afcribe 
to  it  pernicious  Qualities,  which  I,  who  had  watched  its 
Workings  and  Effects  for  Years  together,  could  never 
difcover.  Thefe  three  laft  Years,  I  have  taken  it  myfelf 
without  one  Day's  Intermiffion  j  others  in  my  Family  have 
taken  it  near  the  fame  Time,  and  thofe  of  different  Ages 
and  Sexes,  j  feveral  in  the  Neighbourhood  have  done  as 
much,  all  without  any  Injury,  and  with  much  Benefit. 

20.  It  is  to  be  noted,  the  Skin  and  the  Belly  are  Antago- 
nists j  that  is,  the  more  pafferh  by  Perforation,  the  lefs  will 
pals  another  Way.     Medicines  therefore,  which  caufe  the 

*  See  Captain  Drape's  Affidavit  in  page  i<j,  »o« 
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Patient  to  perfpire,  will  be  apt  to  make  him  coftive; 
Therefore,  when  Tar-water  worketh  much  by  Perfpira- 
tion,  the  Body  may  chance  to  be  bound.  But  fuch  Symp- 
tom, though  it  fhould  be  attended  with  a  little  more 
than  ordinary  Warmch,  need  not  be  dreaded  by  tlje  Pa- 
t:  nt  j  it  being  only  a  Sign,  that  his  Cure  is  carried  on  by 
driving  'he  peccant  Matter  through  the  Skin;  which 
is  one  of  the  Ways,  whereby  Tar-water  worketh  its  Ef- 
fectl  And  when  this  Effect  or  Cure  is  wrought,  the 
Body  of  itfelf  returneth  to  its  former  natural  State;  and 
if  lome  h  ive  been  bound  in  their  Bodies,  I  have  known 
others  affected  in  a  contrary  Manner  upon  drinking 
Tar-wte.,  as  it  hath  happened  to  operate  either  in  the 
Shape  of  a  Diaphoretic,  or  of  a  gentle  opening  Medicine. 
I  have  even  known  a  coftive  Habit  more  than  once  re- 
moved by  it,  and  that,  when  the  Cafe  was  inveterate,  and 
other  Methods  had  failed. 

21.  I  mentioned  the  foregoing  Article,  upon  calling  to 
irnnd,  that  two  or  three  or  Patients  had,  for  a  Time,  com- 
pbined  of  a  binding  Quality  in  Tar-water.  I  likewife  re- 
member that  one  in  a  high  Degree  of  the  Scurvy  was 
diicouraged  from  the  Ufe  of  Tar- water,  by  its  having 
caufed  an  uneafy  Itching  all  over  his  Body.  But  this  was 
a  good  Symptom,  which  fhewed  the  peccant  Humours  to 
be  put  in  Moiion,  and  in  a  fair  Way  of  being  difcharged 
through  the  Skin. 

22  An  Humor  or  Flatus  put  in  Motion,  and  dis- 
lodged from  one  Part,  often  produceth  new  Pains  in 
fome  other  Part  j  and  an  efficacious  Medicine,  as  it  produ- 
ceth a  Change  in  the  Oeconomy,  may  be  attended,  with 
fome  Uneaiinefs,  which  yet  is  not  to  be  accounted  a  Di- 
ftemper,  bur  only  an  Effect  or  Symptom  of  the  Cure. 

23.  The  Salts  of  Tar-water  have  nothing  of  the  fiery 
and  corrofive  Nature  of  lixivial  Salts  produced  by  the 
Incineration  of  the  Subject ;  they  not  being  fixed  Salts, 
made  by  the  extreme  Force  of  Fire,  but  volatile  Salts, 
fuch  as  pre-exifted  in  the  Vegetable,  and  would  have  af- 
cended  in  Smoak,  if  not  prevented  by  the  Sods  or  Co- 
vering of  the  Billet  Piles,  This  though  already  hinted  in 
Sirisy  and  plain  from  the  Manner  of  making  Tar,  I  have 
thought  fie  to  repeat  and  inculcate,  becaule,  if  duly  at- 
tended 


t  »87] 

tended  to,  it  may  obviate  Sufpicions   about  Tar-water, 
proceeding  only  from  an  Ignorance  of  its  Nature. 

24.  Every  Step  that  I  advanced  in  difcovering  the  Vir- 
tues of  Tar-water,  my  own  Wonder  and  Surprize  increaf- 
ed,  as  much  as  theirs  to  whom  I  mentioned  them :  Nor 
could  I  without  great  Variety  and  Evidence  of  Facts, 
ever  have  been  induced  to  fufped,  that,  in  all  Sen  f 
Ailments  whatsoever,  it  might  relieve  or  cure,  which  at 
firft  Sight  may  feem  incredible  and  unaccountable  j  but  on 
inaturer  Thought,  will  perhaps  appear  to  agree  with;,  and 
follow  from  the  Nature  of  Things.  For  it  is  to  be  n>  fed, 
that  the  general  Notion  of  a  Difeafe  feemeih  to  cunlift  in 
this:  That  what  is  taken  in,  is  not  duly  affin  ilated  by 
the  Force  of  the  animal  Oeconomy ;  therefore  it  mould 
feem  whatever  affifts  the  Vis  Vita  may  be  of  general  Ufe 
in  all  Difeafes,  enabling  Nature  either  to  affimilate,  or 
difcharge  all  unfubdued  Humours  or  Particles  whatsoever. 
But  the  Light  or  ,<Ether  detained  in  the  volatile  O  1, 
which  impregnates  Tar- water,  being  of  the  fame  Nature 
with  the  Animal  Spirit,  is  an  Acceffion  of  fo  much  Streng  h, 
to  the  Conftitution,  which  it  affifts  to  affimilaie  or  expel 
whatever  is  alien  or  noxious. 
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176.  187.246.  256.277. 


Spots  black,  234. 

Sicknefs  in  the  Stomach,  62I 

86. 
Spafms,  62.  81. 
Sores,  outward  running,  235.1 


—in  the  Stomach,  104.     Sore  Leg,  250.  275 


126. 
« — —in  the  Limbs,  73. 

T  A  /t_ 
P       </,  29.     l60. 

Paralytic  Diforde^  97-  230. 
J&lpfc  ion  of  the  Heart,  62. 
77.  81.  94.  96.  131. 


Sore  chopped  Lips  and  No-i 

Arils,  287. 
Sore  Throat,  172.  182.  248. 
Sores  and  Swellings  in  the 

Back  of  Horfes,  287. 
Sleepinefs,  no.  142. 
StifTnefs  in  the  Limbs,  107. 
Stitches 


I    N    D 

Stitches,  101. 122. 133.251. 

261. 
Strangury,  236. 
Streightnefs  in  the  Breaft, 

120.  291. 
Stone,  134.  285. 
Stupidity,  270. 
Sweats,  80.  99, 
Sweats  in  the  Night,    83. 

in.  129.  133. 
Swellings  in  the  Bowels,  csV. 

47.  68.   103.  153.  157- 

158.  189. 
Swellings     in     the    Legs, 

Thighs,  &c.   206,   221. 

229.  256. 
Swooning,  283. 
T. 
Tendernefs  in  the  Feet,  8  $. 
Teeth  loofe,  98.  no. 
Tetter,  245. 
Great  Thirft,  119. 

U. 
Ulcer  in  the  Bladder,  93." 

Ulcer  in  the  Lungs,  99. 
Ulcer  in  the  Throat,  210. 
Ulcers,  103.  179. 183.  186. 

193.  194.  202.211.  212. 

225.  243.  250. 
Urinary    Paffage    in   Pain., 

280. 
Vapours,  228. 
Vomiting,  62. 

W. 
A  large  Wen,  208. 
Wind  in  the  Stomach,  232. 
Want  of  Perfpiradon  in  the 

Feet,  85. 
Want  of  Appetite,  40.  64. 

68.  73.  77    79-  80.  84. 

93.  no.  122.  126.  133. 

134.     135.     150.     153. 
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158. 169.  217. 224.  228. 
232. 

Want  of  Sleep,  73.  80.  120. 
122.  133.  134.  135.  217. 
224.  228. 

Want  of  Complexion  318. 

Tar-water  particularly  re- 
commended to  Seafaring 
Men,  311. 

*■ to  Hofpitals,  Infir- 
maries, Poor-houfes,  &<:. 
312. 

to  Genlemen  in  the 


Country,  for  the  Relief  of 
the  Poor,  313. 

-to  fedentary  Perfons, 


314. 


-in  new  and  defperate 
Cafes,  315. 

-for   the  Murrain   a- 


mong  Catde,  332. 
The  Opinion  of  fome  foreign 
Phyficians,  that  Tar-water 
is  not  inflaming,  317. 

The  fiij?  LE1TER  of 
of  the  Author  of  Siris. 

Gangrene  in  the  Blood,  Sec- 
tion, 21. 

In  what  Diftempers  Tar- 
water  is  fuccesful,  23. 

The  Second  LETTER, 

Tar-water  for  Travellers, 
how  made,  2. 

The  beft  Tar,   3.    . 

Tar- water  worketh  feveral 
Ways,  6, 

Tar- water  fuccefsfulin  a  def- 
perate Fever,  7. 

Tar- 
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Tar-water  a  fufficient  Cor- 
dial, 8. 

Strong  Spirits  deftructive,  9. 

Tar-water  recommended  in 
the  rnoft  malignantFevers, 
12. 


E    X. 


•— — in  dangerous  Wounds. 
13. 

Tar  good  for  Ulcers, 
Wounds,  Tumors*  and 
Coughs,    £4. 

Tar-water  good  for  Piles, 
and  Fiftula,  Heavinefs  in 
the  Head,  and  Drowfinefs, 
for  weak,  dry,  and  itch- 
ing Eyes,  for  the  Teeth, 
Gums,  fore  Throat,  and 
Deafnefs,  and  to  fupply 
the  Want  of  Nourifhment, 

Tar- water  fuccefsful  in  many 
Inftances  in  Fevers,  16. 

alwaysgives  great  Spi- 
rits, 17.' 

Inflammatory  acute  Difor- 

deis,  cuicd  \jy  TW-water* 

ten  Times  the  Number  of 


any  other.  No  inflam- 
ing, or  heating  Quality  in 
Tar- water,  18. 

Tar-water  taken  for  Years, 
without  any  Injury,  and 
with  much  Benefit,  19. 

Tar-water  fometimes  binds, 
but  this  is  no  bad  Symp- 
tom, but  a  Sign  of  Cure  5 
and  fometimes  removes  a 
coftive  Habit,  20. 

A  Humor  diflodged  from  one 
Part,  fometimes  produceth 
an  Uneafinefs  in  another, 
this  a  Symptom  of  Cure, 
22. 

Salts  of  Tar- water,  have  no- 
thing of  the  fiery  or  cor- 
rofive  Nature  of  lixivial 
Salts,  23. 

Tar-water  may  be  of  Ufe  in 
all  Ailments  by  affift- 
ing  the  Vis  Vita,  and  en- 
abling Nature  to  affimi- 
late  «r  remove  all  noxious 

Humours,  24, 
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